
Healing & Justice
Refugees & Immigrants

Prayer for Refugees

God of love and compassion,
May we always recognize your spirit in the refugee family, seeking safety from
violence; in the migrant worker, bringing food to our tables; in the asylum-seekers,
seeking justice for their families; in the unaccompanied child, traveling in a dangerous
world.

Give us hearts that break open whenever our brothers and sisters turn to us.
Give us hearts that no longer turn deaf to their voices in times of need;
Give us eyes to recognize a moment for grace instead of a threat.
Give us voices that fail to remain silent but which decide instead to advocate

prophetically.
Give us hands that reach out in welcome, but also in work, for a world of justice

until all homelands are safe and secure.
Bless us, O Lord.

- Fr. Dan Hartnett S.J



Actions

Stop by the Giving Tree at Ascension to pick up a gift tag and purchase gift cards to help an
Afghan refugee family get settled in our area.

Books

Dear America: Notes of an Undocumented Citizen by Jose Antonia
Vargas is an urgent, provocative and deeply personal account from
Jose Antonio Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist who happens
to be the most well-known undocumented immigrant in the United
States. Born in the Philippines and brought to the U.S. illegally as a
12-year-old, Vargas hid in plain-sight for years, and went on to write
for some of the most prestigious news organizations in the country
while lying about where he came from and how he got here. Both a
letter to and a window into Vargas’s America, Dear America is a
transformative argument about migration and citizenship, and an

intimate, searing exploration on what it means when the country you call your home
doesn’t consider you one of its own. (Episcopal Ministries)

Refugee by Alan Gratz (middle school)

Three different kids.One mission in common: ESCAPE. Josef is a
Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration
camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other
side of the world…Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and
unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a raft,
hoping to find safety and freedom in America… Mahmoud is a
Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe…

All three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face
unimaginable dangers–from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But for each of them,
there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are
separated by continents and decades, surprising connections will tie their stories
together in the end. (alangratz.com)



My Name is Sangoel by K. L. Williams, K. Mohammed, C. Stock

Sangoel is a refugee. Leaving behind his homeland of Sudan,
where his father died in the war, he has little to call his own other
than his name, a Dinka name handed down proudly from his
father and grandfather before him / When Sangoel and his
mother and sister arrive in the United States, everything seems
very strange and unlike home. In this busy, noisy place, with its
escalators and television sets and traffic and snow, Sangoel
quietly endures the fact that no one can pronounce his name.
Lonely and homesick, he finally comes up with an ingenious

solution to this problem, and in the process he at last begins to feel at home.
(Goodreads)

Film/Videos
“Walking with Immigrants” Presiding Bishop Michael Curry introduces five bishops
whose dioceses are actively engaged in immigrant welcome. Each bishop shares ways
individuals or groups can support this work. Their intent is to inspire action and to
highlight the many ways people can engage with and deepen their understanding of
immigration issues.

“Understanding the Immigration System” In this video, we explore how many
immigrants enter the United States and the legal and technical categories of refugees,
asylum-seekers, and immigrants. Learn how you can take part in The Episcopal
Church’s ministries to advocate with and support refugees, asylum-seekers and
immigrants.

“#SupportRefugees” The refugee resettlement ministry of The Episcopal Church has
resettled over 95,000 refugees since 1980, through a network of partners, volunteers,
and supporters. Join in the work of welcome and #SupportRefugees. (Episcopal
Migration Ministries)

Videos - Episcopal Migration Ministries

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/369178.Karen_Lynn_Williams
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1416596.Khadra_Mohammed
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/147591.Catherine_Stock
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/supportrefugees/#


Podcasts

Hometown Podcast - Episcopal Migration Ministries

Hometown This podcast features interviews with people resettled to the U.S. as refugees, history
and background on refugee-producing countries, interviews with authors, information about asylum
and immigration detention in the U.S., examinations of topics within the immigration landscape, and
spiritual reflections from lay and clergy across the Church. (Episcopal Migration Ministries)

Websites for further explorations

The Diocese of Olympia's Refugee Resettlement Office (dioceserroseattle.org)

Episcopal Migration Ministries

UNHCR - The UN Refugee Agency

Refugees, Asylum-seekers and Migrants - Amnesty International

International Rescue Committee (IRC)

These resources were curated by the Healing & Justice Ministry at the Church of the Ascension. Please see
our website for links and more information.

https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/hometown/
https://www.dioceserroseattle.org/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants/
https://www.rescue.org/
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