Healing and Justice
Native American Heritage

Prayers for Native American Heritage Month
During Native American Heritage Month, we pray for divine wisdom for the caretakers of our nation’s public
lands. Public lands safeguard the natural, cultural, and spiritual heritage of Indigenous peoples, and these
lands are entrusted to our collective stewardship. May our nation's decision-makers honor Indigenous peoples
by protecting our public lands. Amen (Creation Justice Ministries)

An Ute Prayer for the Planet
Earth teach me quiet ~ as the grasses are still with new light.
Earth teach me suffering ~ as old stones suffer with memory.
Earth teach me humility ~ as blossoms are humble with beginning.
Earth teach me caring ~ as mothers nurture their young.
Earth teach me courage ~ as the tree that stands alone.
Earth teach me limitation ~ as the ant that crawls on the ground.
Earth teach me freedom ~ as the eagle that soars in the sky.

Earth teach me acceptance ~ as the leaves that die each fall.
Earth teach me renewal ~ as the seed that rises in the spring.
Earth teach me to forget myself ~ as melted snow forgets its life.
Earth teach me to remember kindness ~ as dry fields weep with rain.

Actions
Support El Centro de la Raza Christmas Tree Sale. Check the website for hours.
Christmas Tree Sale – El Centro de la Raza
Do your Christmas shopping while supporting our local tribes! Both the Duwamish Longhouse Store and the
Day Break Star Center’s Sacred Circle Gift Store have in-person stores and online options.
https://www.duwamishtribe.org/store
https://sacredcirclegiftsandart.com/collections/all
Stand in solidarity with First Peoples of this land by paying Real Rent to the Duwamish Tribe in honor of the
54,000 acres they signed over to the settlers in 1855.
Real Rent Duwamish - Real Rent Duwamish

Volunteer with the Refugee Resettlement Office from the Diocese of Olympia:
Volunteer | RRO (dioceserroseattle.org)

Books/ Written Word

Statement on Indigenous boarding schools by Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry and President of the House of Deputies
Gay Clark Jennings – The Episcopal Church

This Land Is Their Land: the Wampanoag Indians, Plymouth Colony, and the
Troubled History of Thanksgiving by David J. Silverman. ‘400 years after that
famous meal, historian David J. Silverman sheds profound new light on the events that
led to the creation, and bloody dissolution, of this alliance. Focusing on the
Wampanoag Indians, Silverman deepens the narrative to consider tensions that
developed well before 1620 and lasted long after the devastating war-tracing the
Wampanoags' ongoing struggle for self-determination up to this very day.
This unsettling history reveals why some modern Native people hold a Day of Mourning
on Thanksgiving, a holiday which celebrates a myth of colonialism and white
proprietorship of the United States. This Land is Their Land shows that it is time to
rethink how we, as a pluralistic nation, tell the history of Thanksgiving.’ (Strong Nations)

"All the Real Indians Died Off" and 20 Other Myths About Native Americans by
Roxane Dunbar-Ortiz and Dina Gilio-Whitaker. Dunbar-Ortiz. ‘In this enlightening
book, scholars and activists Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz and Dina Gilio-Whitaker tackle a
wide range of myths about Native American culture and history that have
misinformed generations. Tracing how these ideas evolved, and drawing from
history, the authors disrupt long-held and enduring myths such as:“Columbus
Discovered America”, “Thanksgiving Proves the Indians Welcomed Pilgrims”,
“Indians Were Savage and Warlike”, “The United States Did Not Have a Policy of
Genocide”.
Each chapter deftly shows how these myths are rooted in the fears
and prejudice of European settlers and in the larger political agendas of a settler
state aimed at acquiring Indigenous land and tied to narratives of erasure and
disappearance. Accessibly written and revelatory, “All the Real Indians Died Off”
challenges readers to rethink what they have been taught about Native Americans and history.’ (Barnes and Noble)

The Night Watchman, winner of the 2021 Pulitzer Prize
Based on the extraordinary life of National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich’s
grandfather who worked as a night watchman and carried the fight against Native
dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C., this powerful
novel explores themes of love and death with lightness and gravity and unfolds with the
elegant prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a master craftsman. (Goodreads)

Sharice's Big Voice: A Native Kid Becomes a Congresswoman by Sharice David

Film

A stirring reading of Chief Joseph's account of his 1879 trip to
Washington, DC.
Voices of a People´s History: Q´Orianka Kilcher Reads Chief Joseph |
Americans Who Tell The Truth

‘A provocative multi-media project that establishes Native history as an essential part
of American history. The centerpiece of this initiative is a television series that tells five
heartbreaking, yet inspiring stories. Together they highlight Native ingenuity and
resilience over the course of 300 years. The series upends two-dimensional
stereotypes of American Indians as simply ferocious warriors or peaceable lovers of
the land.’ (Kanopy)

We Shall Remain | Kanopy

‘"Alcatraz Is Not an Island" is a genuinely moving documentary that vividly
chronicles one battle in the long struggle between white Americans and Native
Americans that arose from a forced assimilation policy called "relocation and
termination," imposed in the early 1950's, under which entire tribes would
essentially be "disappeared" from their historic recognition as sovereign nations
and their members  the ones that had survived after the genocidal anti-Indian
wars of the 19th century  thrown into large cities and be forced to live an
existence on their own without government help. "Alcatraz Is Not an Island"
details the occupation of Alcatraz in 1969-71 by a group of Indians from
different tribes who had found each other in San Francisco and built a
community center and other infrastructure for mutual support.’ (Fortier)
https://youtu.be/pBtWknpytvg

Podcasts/Radio/Recorded Conference Videos
Daybreak Star Center has a new radio station! Check out the musical, educational, cultural, and
language arts programming that reconnect Indigenous, Native American, and First Nations people to
their heritage by strengthening their sense of belonging and significance as a people. Hip Hop, Rock,
R&B, EDM, Jazz, Blues, Classical, Traditional, Pow Wow, Drums, Flute, and more genres of music!
(United Indians)
https://www.unitedindians.org/daybreak-star-radio-network-indigenize-the-airwaves/

Websites for further explorations
Partnerships with Native Americans
PWNA Resources - Living Conditions, History & Culture, Biographies, Reading, and Reservations - Partnership
With Native Americans (nativepartnership.org)
American Indians in Children’s Literature
American Indians in Children's Literature (AICL) (americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com)
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