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Prayer
When our eyes do not see the gravity of racial justice, Shake us from our slumber and open our
eyes, O Lord. When out of fear we are frozen into inaction, Give us a spirit of bravery, O Lord.
When we try our best but say the wrong things, Give us a spirit of humility, O Lord. When the
chaos of this dies down, Give us a lasting spirit of solidarity, O Lord. When it becomes easier to
point fingers outwards, Help us to examine our own hearts, O Lord. God of truth, in your
wisdom, Enlighten Us. God of hope in your kindness, Heal Us. Creator of All People, in your
generosity, Guide Us. Racism breaks your heart, break our hearts for what breaks yours, O
Lord.
Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and promised to dwell
wherever two or three are gathered. In our community, we are many different people; we
come from many different places, have many different cultures. Open our hearts that we may
be bold in finding the riches of inclusion and the treasures of diversity among us. We pray in
faith.
- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Books/ Written Word
Two hundred fifty years of slavery. Ninety years of Jim Crow. Sixty years of separate but equal.
Thirty-five years of racist housing policy. Until we reckon with our compounding moral debts,
America will never be whole.
The Case for Reparations by Ta-Nehisi Coates - The Atlantic

The New Jim Crow: by Michelle AlexanderFormer litigator- turnedlegal- scholar Michelle Alexander provocatively argues that we have
not ended racial caste in America: we have simply redesigned it.
Alexander shows that, by targeting black men and decimating
communities of color, the U.S. criminal justice system functions as a
contemporary system of racial control, even as it formally adheres to
the principle of color blindness. The New Jim Crow challenges the civil
rights community--and all of us--to place mass incarceration at the
forefront of a new movement for racial justice in America.
(Goodreads.com)

Sulwe (by Vashti Harrison) has skin the color of midnight. She is darker
than everyone in her family. She is darker than anyone in her school.
Sulwe just wants to be beautiful and bright, like her mother and sister.
Then a magical journey in the night sky opens her eyes and changes
everything. (goodreads.com)

Stamped (For Kids): Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds,
Ibram X. Kendi
Adapted from the groundbreaking bestseller Stamped: Racism,
Antiracism, and You, this book takes readers on a journey from present
to past and back again. Kids will discover where racist ideas came from,
identify how they impact America today, and meet those who have
fought racism with antiracism. Along the way, they’ll learn how to
identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their own lives.
(goodreads.com)

Actions

Attend the Healing and Justice Ministry conversation, “Reparations”, by Phill Briscoe,
at Church of the Ascension, McLaughlin Hall; Wed. Feb 16th, 2022 7 pm.
Phill Briscoe

Film/Video
Seattle Times 2016 project on race and racism. Features video interviews with numerous Seattle residents, including Rev.
Greg Rickel
Under Our Skin | The Seattle Times
The past shapes the present. But there are aspects of the American past – so-called Hard History – that we refuse to engage
with honestly because we are afraid of what will be revealed about who we were and who we are as a nation. …. historian
Hasan Kwame Jeffries studies the African American past in order to make a more equitable American present. (TedX Talks)
Confronting hard history | Hasan Kwame Jeffries | TEDxOhioStateUniversity - YouTube

13th, from director Ava DuVernay, is a 2016 Netflix original documentary that will expertly walk
you through how slavery—supposedly abolished by the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution—has been carried on in the U.S. through the prison system. (decider.com)

Podcasts
Racial Heresy is the show where two Episcopal priests, one black, one white, challenge you to make racial reconciliation as
much a part of your spiritual practice as prayer, bible study, and communion. With every episode we bring a Christian lens to
the racial issues of American Society and provoke you to do the same, in order to lead the Church in a deeper commitment
to the Baptismal Covenant. Join us and become a racial heretic for this age! (apple podcasts)
Racial Heresy | Making Racial Reconciliation a Spiritual Practice on Apple Podcasts
In August of 1619, a ship carrying more than 20 enslaved Africans arrived in the English colony of Virginia. America was not
yet America, but this was the moment it began. No aspect of the country that would be formed here has been untouched by
the 250 years of slavery that followed. On the 400th anniversary of this fateful moment, it is time to tell the story. (apple
podcasts)
1619 on Apple Podcasts

Websites
The Absalom Jones Episcopalian Center for Racial Healing
African American (centerforracialhealing.org)
Sojourners is an independent, magazine of faith, culture, and politics. Our mission is to inspire hope and action by
articulating the biblical call to racial and social justice, life and peace, and environmental stewardship.
Sojourners

