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SLOW RELIGION: GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
 
Slow Religion: The Gospel According to Mark is a lay person-led adult education 
weekly series for Christians and seekers who want to deepen their spiritual 
understanding and gain life insights from the Gospels. The class studies and 
discusses Mark, possibly the first Gospel, using theological, historical, cultural 
commentaries on the Gospel to spur understanding, reflection and action.  
 
The class is created and led by Joe Jennings and advisors include: the Rev. Zoila 
Schoenbrun, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Belvedere, CA; the Rev. Br. Richard 
Edward Helmer, Episcopal Church of our Saviour, Mill Valley, CA; and Eugene E. 
Lemcio, PhD, Emeritus Professor of New Testament, Seattle Pacific University, 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Seattle. 
 
Prior Slow Religion Classes include: St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2017-8); the 
Gospel of St. John (2019-20); the Holy Spirit (2020); and the Foundations of 
Christian Faith (2020-21). 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
Proper 281     

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written  
for our learning:  
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,  
and inwardly digest them,  
that we may embrace and ever hold fast  
the blessed hope of everlasting life,  
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
1 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer pp.236 

St. Mark, Giorgio Vasari, 1570-71 
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MARK 162 
 
16:1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  
 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  
 
3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?”  
 
4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.  
 
5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed.  
 
6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.  
 
7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just 
as he told you.”  
 
8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.[a] 
 
The Shorter Ending of Mark 
 
[[And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus 
himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal 
salvation.[b]]] 
 
The Longer Ending of Mark 
 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
 
9 [[Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom 
he had cast out seven demons. 10 She went out and told those who had been with him, while they were 
mourning and weeping. 11 But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would 
not believe it. 
 
Jesus Appears to Two Disciples 
 
12 After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13 And 
they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 
 
Jesus Commissions the Disciples 
 
14 Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them 
for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had 
risen.[c] 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news[d] to the whole 
creation. 16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be 

 
2 All Bible quotations and footnotes are from the New Revised Standard Version at Biblegateway.com New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes in their hands,[e] and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
 
The Ascension of Jesus 
 
19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the 
right hand of God. 20 And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.[f]]] 
 
Footnotes 

 
Mark 16:8 Some of the most ancient authorities (manuscripts) bring the book to a close at the end 
of verse 8. One authority concludes the book with the shorter ending; others include the shorter 
ending and then continue with verses 9–20. In most authorities verses 9–20 follow immediately 
after verse 8, though in some of these authorities the passage is marked as being doubtful. 
Mark 16:8 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add Amen 
Mark 16:14 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add, in whole or in part, And they excused 
themselves, saying, “This age of lawlessness and unbelief is under Satan, who does not allow the 
truth and power of God to prevail over the unclean things of the spirits. Therefore reveal your 
righteousness now”—thus they spoke to Christ. And Christ replied to them, “The term of years of 
Satan’s power has been fulfilled, but other terrible things draw near. And for those who have 
sinned I was handed over to death, that they may return to the truth and sin no more, that they 
may inherit the spiritual and imperishable glory of righteousness that is in heaven.” 
Mark 16:15 Or gospel 
Mark 16:18 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) lack in their hands 
Mark 16:20 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add Amen 
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OVERVIEW3 
The majority of scholars agree that the original Markan manuscript ended at 16:8. There are manuscripts 
from antiquity that show 16:8 and two other endings to Mark that extend the story and include 
resurrection stories. 
 
Mark concludes his Gospel emphasizing two truths:  First, there is no difference between the crucifixion 
and the resurrection on the point of historicity or factuality.  Second, as a historical event, the resurrection 
of Jesus cannot be explained by categories open to human understanding.  The resurrection creates the 
“good news” (gospel) concerning “Jesus the Messiah the Son of God.” (1:1) 
 
So we are called to either interpret the ending on the basis of the gospel that precedes it. Or interpret the 
gospel on the basis of the ending.  
 
16:1-2 
Mark lists the eye witnesses names three times in Chapter 15-16. It certifies on the basis of eyewitnesses 
the veracity of the events described. Most remarkably they are the names of women.  This is evidence 
that Mark’s account may be the earliest account historically, because a created account would not have 
had women as the witnesses. The historical problem with Marks text is why would the women have no 
idea how to move the stone in front of the tomb and still come to the tomb in the early morning? 
 
16:5-6 
History can declare that Jesus body disappeared from the tomb after his death and burial. But this baffling 
fact fails to communicate the gospel. The event of resurrection is open to understanding only through a 
word of revelation received in faith. The focus of Mark’s short account rests upon the presence of the 
divine messenger for the disclosure of the truth (16:5-6). 
 
16:5 Mark uses very symbolic language:  

• The “young man”, the “white robe”, and the women being “alarmed”  indicate an angelic 
encounter.  

• The young man is interpreted as an angel of revelation. God is using a visible means to reveal 
himself to the women and the young man as an angel fits that pattern. He is the mediator 
between the ineffability, incapable of being expressed in words, of the resurrection to the woman. 

• The young man is sitting on the right side of the tomb – the side of the throne that Jesus’ disciples 
compete to sit at with Jesus – other scholars say it shows that this is an eye witness account, and 
others say that the right side does not signify anything.  

• Wrapped in a white robe – similar to what clothed Jesus when he was buried, the same color as 
Jesus clothes in the Transfiguration, and seen as the color of martyrs (Rev 7:9, 13) 

• The women are “deeply troubled – language used before at the Transfiguration and in the 
Garden.  

 
The young man tells the women, what the empty tomb implies, that 16:6 “Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” The order of the clauses is extraordinary. The resurrection 
is almost assumed, and the “empty tomb” interprets it because Jesus “is not here”. The empty tomb does 
not guarantee the reality of resurrection or assure the presence of the risen Jesus. Almost the reverse is 
the case: the empty tomb is an empty tomb. Jesus is not here to be experienced as tangible objective 
proof of anything. If then he is not here, where is he? What happened? 
 
God therefore sent his messenger to disclose the fact of the resurrection. The announcement of the angel 
is the crystallization of the point for faith. The presence of the angel underscores the eschatological 
character of the resurrection of Jesus and anticipates the Parousia with the ‘the Son of Man coming in 
clouds’ with great power and glory” (13:26).  
 

 
3 Sources include notes from Raymond E. Brown, Oxford Bible Commentary, James R. Edwards, William L. Lane, Ched Myers, and 
N.T. Wright 
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The empty tomb does not prove the resurrection, but the resurrection makes the empty tomb meaningful. 
It says that Jesus who died as a bodily being has been raised as a bodily being by God. It is the historical 
place and time of the resurrection event. It is where we mark the transition from one existence to another.   
 
The fact that women were witness to the empty tomb, and the angel’s pronouncement, is an 
embarrassment to the early Church and the male leadership. It is not a detail they would have created if 
the story was fabricated. 
 
16:7 
Circular View: The statement “he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him”  implies the 
resurrection appearances to Peter and the disciples. Mark refuses to narrate the appearances of the risen 
Christ. He is pointing his narrative back to where it started, Galilee. Where the disciples were first called. 
Mark is finally revealing that his gospel’s structure is circular. The narrative that appears to have ended 
has pointed back to its beginning. 
 
Restoration View: If the word of grace from the resurrected Jesus includes a traitor like Peter, then 
readers of the gospel may be assured that it includes those of their community who have failed Christ. 
This statement fulfills Jesus’ three prophecies (8:31; 9:31; 10:34). The Son of Man has triumphed. 
The reference is thus to a meeting between the risen Jesus and the disciples when the latter will be 
forgiven and restored: their relationship with Jesus, broken by their failure to stay with him, will be 
renewed. Once again, they will become disciples of Jesus, with Jesus “going ahead of them” as he did 
before (10:32). 
 
Faith Alone View: Mark as a theologian and a Christian is interested in faith in the resurrected Jesus, not 
in proofs of his existence. It is an encounter with the resurrected Jesus, not the empty tomb, that 
produces faith. 
 
This announcement fulfills 14:28 and the words are remarkable words of grace and encouragement. The 
last word belongs to Jesus, 14:28 “But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Jesus ministry 
started with calling the disciples and Jesus resurrection begins with his calling them again. Jesus is not 
assigning blame, he is going before them and asking them to gather. 
 
Discipleship Call View: The full revelation of the Human One/Son of Man does not meet expectations: 

• It is not a triumphant victory for the community – as the disciples hoped; 
• It is not the restoration of the Davidic kingdom – as the zealots hoped; 
• It is not a tragic failure and defeat – as the Sanhedrin and Romans hoped 
• It is a regeneration of the messianic mission – if people have eyes to see, and ears to hear. The 

invitation to follow Jesus to Galilee is the third call to discipleship. It evokes both hope and terror. 
Hope that all can be restore to Jesus; and terror in the attire of martyrdom. 
 

16:8 
The reaction of the women is astonishing – they run away in terror and tell no one. Mark’s theology is 
consistent: Even a proclamation of the resurrection does not produce faith without the hearer’s personal 
encounter with suffering and carrying the cross. The flight of the women matches the flight of the disciples 
in the garden. Their fear, flight and silence contravenes the command of the angel.  
 
The resurrection does not magically dispel fear and cowardice. Throughout the gospel Mark has warned 
that signs, miracles and portends do not evoke faith (8:11-13). The greatest of all signs, the empty tomb, 
and the angel, does not produce faith.  
 
Faith comes through hearing the gospel and personal encounters with the One who was crucified and 
now is raised from the dead. Even at the close of the story, the human characters faith the divine will. 
Jesus in his earthly ministry commanded people to silence, and they spoke, in his resurrected state the 
woman are commanded to speak, and they flee in silence. 
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In many ways they parallel Peter in the Transfiguration when he offers to build three tabernacles because 
he did know what to say because he was terrified. 
 
Those who experience God’s direct intervention in the world are often terrified. Divine revelation lies 
beyond human experience with no immediate means of understanding. The first human response is 
overwhelming fear. It may imply awareness that judgement might be about to happen. 
 
We are challenged in the ending to overcome our fear. Will we flee or follow Jesus? The young man’s 
invitation ought to provoke fear if we take it seriously.  
 
“When Christ calls a person, He bids him them to come and die.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Cost of 
Discipleship, 1953)  
 
Mark’s entire gospel has always been held gingerly: 

• It has an unromantic view of the disciples. 
• It is raw and demanding. 
• It lacks a happy ending. 

 
Understanding Mark’s Ending 16:1-8 
If Matthew and Luke are interpreters of Mark, they both concluded that Mark’s Gospel needed completion 
by the addition of the resurrection stories. It is often said by scholars that Mark either did not complete his 
Gospel, or the ending was lost. Both theories about Mark’s ending are based on pre-conceived notions 
about how the gospel should end based on later gospels. 
 
Jesus’ prediction that he would go ahead to meet the disciples in Galilee meshes neatly with the young 
man’s proclamation that Jesus has gone before you to Galilee where you will meet. It also is interesting 
that the young man tells the women to tell Peter and the disciples. This message may have more 
significance to Mark then we realize. Galilee is the place where the discipleship journey began. Jerusalem 
is the place of suffering and death. It may be that the disciples are being called to continue their 
discipleship, a suffering experience, as Chapter 13 made clear. 
 
Mark may also be assuming that failure is a permanent characteristic of discipleship: the disciples failed 
during Jesus’ life; the women failed after this death; and now they are called to continue even though 
Jesus realizes they will likely continue to have failures. Mark is implying that failure can and will be 
overcome.  The power of forgiveness and restoration is in the end greater than human failure and its 
consequences. 
 
Mark’s ending shifts the reader’s attention away from what is expected. It is not an ending of triumph and 
glory. Likewise, Mark may be saying that the early Christian movement is not a march of triumph and 
glory. Jesus is the Son of God, but he is the suffering Son of God who died on the cross and was raised. 
The inference is that Christians will suffer, and possibly die for their beliefs. The way to Galilee is the way 
of the cross – that is how Jesus is seen and experienced.  
 
This is not a happy ending. It is up to the reader to furnish the ending. It is the personal challenge of this 
gospel to all of its readers today. 
 
Contrarian View – N.T. Wright 
Mark’s ending is missing. I am convinced of it. Two of our best manuscripts form the fourth century end 
where this text breaks off. The endings in other manuscripts appear to have been added later.  
 
Modern scholarship attempts to say that Mark intended to end the gospel with the women fleeing the 
tomb and telling now one because they were terrified. But in the Transfiguration, he had already told the 
disciples not to tell anyone about the Transfiguration until “the son of man has been raised from the dead” 
(9:9). Mark has left you puzzled, but now he intends to make clear what raised from the dead means. 
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“I find it incredible that he would break off just at the point where he can tell us…” what raised from the 
dead means. 
 
Interpreting Mark 
The abruptness of the ending matches the abruptness of the beginning. In both cases Mark boldly 
proclaims the revelation of the person of Jesus. In Chapter 1 through JohnBap and in Chapter 16 through 
the angel. 
 
The abrupt ending leaves the reader confronted by the witness of the empty tomb interpreted by the 
words of revelation by the angel. The focus on human inadequacy, lack of understanding, and weakness 
throws into bold relief the action of God and its meaning. 
 
The entire Gospel has been a struggle for the disciples to overcome their disbelief and lack of 
understanding. Mark is actually profoundly sympathetic to people who struggle with their belief and faith. 
He understands how difficult it is for the human heart to let go of the old and embrace Jesus.  
 
The power of the ending of Mark’s gospel comes not from what it tells the disciple/readers, but from what 
it asked of them. In Chapter 8 Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” (8:29). Now it asks us again to follow 
Jesus, “He is going before you to Galilee”. (16:7) 
 
The Jesus of Mark provides very few answers, especially if we are asking the wrong questions. But as a 
questioner himself he compels us to reveal where we stand. If we wish to respond, he offers us the cross 
and companionship on the way. If we cannot respond, neither can he. In this case, the story as a whole, 
just like the episode with the chief priests (11:33) truly ends in a draw of noncommitment. 
 
For Mark, the resurrection is not an answer, but the final question. There is only one genuine witness to 
the risen Jesus: to follow in discipleship. Only in this way can the truth of the resurrection be preserved. 
 
The “dilemma” of the ending is exactly what Mark intends to leave the reader with: 

• Mark refuses to resolve the issues of his gospel. 
• Mark wants the reader to wrestle with whether or not the women at the tomb eventually tell 

people of their experience. 
• A neat closure would have allowed the reader to remain passive. 
• The narrative ends with a challenge to the women, and the disciples and the readers, to 

overcome their fear and meet Jesus in Galilee. 
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REFLECTION 
 
Mark’s empty tomb points you:  

Back to the beginning of the good news (1:1) 
Out to Galilee and the world to meet the risen Jesus (14:28; 16:7) 
Inward to who/what is the risen Jesus (1:1, 8:29) 
To discipleship, to “deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (8:34) 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, you gave to your servant Mark, the Evangelist,  
special gifts of grace to teach the truth  
of your unconditional Mercy, Justice and Love for all peoples. 
Grant that by this teaching, we may faithfully live into our prayer and worship of you. 

Lord, have Mercy 
Christ, have Mercy 
Love, have Mercy. Amen 

The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun 
 

GOSPEL COMPARISON4 
Pericopes highlighted are those which appear in the Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke) and 
John. 
 

Pericopes Mark Matthew Luke John 
The Women at the Tomb 16:1-8* 28:1-8 24:1-12 20:1-13 
Jesus Appears to the Women 16:9-11* 28:9-10 24:10-11 20:14-18 
The Report of the Guard   28:11-15     

Jesus Appears to Two on the Way to Emmaus 16:12-13*   24:13-35   

Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Thomas Absent)     24:36-43 20:19-23 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Thomas Present)       20:24-29 

Jesus Appears to the Eleven at Table 16:14-18*       

Jesus Appears on a Mountain in Galilee   28:16-20     

Jesus Appears to His Disciples by the Sea       21:1-14 

The Short Ending of Mark See Note*       

The Long Ending of Mark 16:9-20*       

The Ending of Matthew. The Great Commission   28:16-20     

The Ending of Luke 16:15, 19*  24:44-53   

The Ending of John      20:30-31 

The Appendix to John. Jesus at the Sea of 
Tiberias: 

     21:1-25 

 

 
4 Source: https://www.gospelparallels.com/gospelparallels.html#1 
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* Some of the most ancient authorities bring the book to a close at the end of verse 8. One authority 
concludes the book with the shorter ending; others include the shorter ending and then continue with 
verses 9–20. In most authorities verses 9–20 follow immediately after verse 8, though in some of these 
authorities the passage is marked as being doubtful.  
 
GEOGRAPHY OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
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VIDEOS 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, as read by David Suchet, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOgcMQXvSc\ 
 
Yale Divinity School: Introduction to Gospel of St. Mark, Introduction to New Testament (RLST 152), 
Spring 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd5sXfFboxA 
 
Yale Bible Study Series: Yale Divinity School Professor Emeritus David L. Bartlett and Minister Allen R. 
Hilton discuss the Gospel of Mark (1 of 8), 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SV28dpVr5I&list=PLBAB8086DE927F07F&index=48 
 
The Gospel of Mark: An Online Bible Study, November 9, 2020, with the Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton. This 
video is the eighth session. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt4kWajNAAk 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, NT Wright, 2012 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5nQAsscxM&list=PLfJJCBFpVGpjUGXS71Wwpz6MyNqWUmQ6Y 
 
Udemy Course: Gospel of St. Mark, N.T. Wright, 2021 
https://www.udemy.com/course/gospel-of-mark/learn/lecture/27438788?start=0#overview 
 
The Gospel of Mark, Paula Gooder (1 of 2), 2012 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyV2tuE84FA 
 
Great Courses: David Brakke, Ph.D., M.Div., Understanding the New Testament, Jesus as the Suffering 
Son of Man in Mark, Available through Kanopy or at 
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/understanding-the-new-testament 
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NOTES  
Resurrection of Jesus5 
The belief that Jesus was raised bodily from the dead by God on the third day after Jesus' crucifixion and 
burial, exalting him to the near presence of God in eternal glory. The resurrection of Jesus is at the heart 
of Christianity (Acts 2:22-36). Christian faith would be meaningless without the resurrection of Jesus (1 
Cor 15:14). The reality of Jesus' resurrection was experienced by chosen witnesses and proclaimed by 
the early Christian community.  
 
Easter is the day of Jesus' resurrection. Jesus is understood to have been raised on the Sunday following 
the Friday of his crucifixion. The resurrection is to be distinguished both from resuscitation (restoration to 
the prior mode of human existence) and the immortality of the soul. Jesus' resurrection began the 
transformation and glorification of the whole cosmos, including the redeemed Christian community. Christ 
was raised as the “first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20). By Christ's resurrection, this 
same new mode of existence is made available to all. The Catechism notes that “By his resurrection, 
Jesus overcame death and opened for us the way of eternal life” (BCP, p. 850). Jesus' resurrection is 
celebrated by Christians at all times, especially at Easter and throughout the Great Fifty Days of the 
Easter season, and on Sunday, which is the Lord's Day and the day of resurrection. 
 
Raymond E. Brown, Introduction to the New Testament Notes 
16:1-8 Jesus’ body was buried hastily, and so on Sunday morning, after the Sabbath rest, the women 
purchase spices to anoint him. The discussion about who will move the stone underlines the divine 
intervention in the scene. 
 
The tomb is open, and a young man is sitting there, who is likely an angel though he is not identified as 
one, and the tomb is empty the body of Jesus is gone. The young man proclaims:  
 

16:6-7 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 
he told you.” 

 
The statement, “He has been raised; he is not here… 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” This fulfills Jesus’ three prophecies 
(8:31; 9:31; 10:34). The Son of Man has triumphed. 
 
The reaction of the women in 16:8 is astonishing – they run away in terror and tell no one. Mark’s 
theology is consistent: Even a proclamation of the resurrection does not produce faith without the hearer’s 
personal encounter with suffering and carrying the cross. 
 
The majority of scholars agree that the original Markan manuscript ended at 16:8. There are manuscripts 
from antiquity that show 16:8 and two other endings to Mark that extend the story and include 
resurrection stories. 
 
Harper Collins Study Bible, NRSV Version Notes 
16:1-2 “When the Sabbath was over” – after sundown on Saturday specifically very early on Sunday 
morning 
 
“Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices.” Mary the mother of James 
is Jesus’ mother. James is Jesus’ brother who later became a leader of the early Christian movement in 
Jerusalem. 
 

 
5 https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/resurrection-of-jesus/ 
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16:5 The young man should be understood as an angel. It is customary in Second Temple Jewish tracts 
for angels to be referred to as a man or a young man. 
 
Oxford Bible Commentary Notes 
The Gospel of Mark ends after a short and terse paragraph following Jesus’ death and burial. The later 
additions are not written by the same author as the Gospel and represent attempts by scribes to “finish” 
the Gospel. They are not considered authoritative. 
 
Mark’s Gospel ends with the women discovering the empty tomb, encountering an angel, and being told 
that Jesus has been raised and goes before them. To Galilee.  
 
The historical problem with Marks text is why would the women have no idea how to move the stone in 
front of the tomb and still come to the tomb in the early morning? 
 
For Mark the narrative shows the miracle of the empty tomb which surpasses all human expectations and 
thus leads to astonishment on the part of the women. 
 
The young man dressed in white is thought to be an angel and he tells the women, what the empty tomb 
implies, that 16:6 “Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” The order 
of the clauses is extraordinary. The resurrection is almost assumed, and the “empty tomb” interprets it 
because Jesus “is not here”. He is not present. There is no sense in which for Mark the empty tomb 
guarantees the reality of resurrection or assures the presence of the risen Jesus. Almost the reverse is 
the case: the empty tomb is an empty tomb. Jesus is not here to be experienced as tangible objective 
proof of anything. If then he is not here, where is he? The next verse provides an enigmatic answer. 
 

16:7  “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will 
see him, just as he told you.”    

 
The specific reference to Peter makes it highly likely that the “seeing” involves a resurrection experience, 
with the mention of Peter perhaps referring to a special appearance to Peter: 
 

1 Cor 15:3-5 3 “For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas 
(Peter), then to the twelve.” 
 
Luke 24:34 “They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”” 

 
The young man’s last words were “as he told you” (Mark 14:28) recalling Jesus’ passion prediction. The 
reference is thus to a meeting between the risen Jesus and the disciples when the latter will be forgiven 
and restored: their relationship with Jesus, broken by their failure to stay with him, will be renewed. Once 
again, they will become disciples of Jesus, with Jesus “going ahead of them” just as he did before (Mark 
10:32). 
 
The women’s reaction is to ignore what they have been told. They are seized by “terror and amazement” , 
they flee and say “nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” It is likely that Mark viewed the women’s 
behavior negatively. Fear is contrasted with faith in Mark (4:40). They have failed to do what they were 
explicitly told to do. In 9:9 Jesus told his followers that they were to speak out after he had been raised.   
 
In the end the women, like the disciples, fail God.  
 
But is this Mark’s last word? 
 
Understanding Mark’s Ending 16:1-8 
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If Matthew and Luke are interpreters of Mark, they both concluded that Mark’s Gospel needed completion 
by the addition of the resurrection stories. It is often said by scholars that Mark either did not complete his 
Gospel, or the ending was lost. Both theories about Mark’s ending are based on pre-conceived notions 
about how the gospel should end based on later gospels. 
 
Jesus’ prediction that he would go ahead to meet the disciples in Galilee meshes neatly with the young 
man’s proclamation that Jesus has gone before you to Galilee where you will meet. It also is interesting 
that the young man tells the women to tell Peter and the disciples. This message may have more 
significance to Mark then we realize. Galilee is the place where the discipleship journey began. Jerusalem 
is the place of suffering and death. It may be that the disciples are being called to continue their 
discipleship, a suffering experience, as chapter 13 made clear. 
 
Mark may also be assuming that failure is a permanent characteristic of discipleship: the disciples failed 
during Jesus’ life; the women failed after this death; and now they are called to continue even though 
Jesus realizes they will likely continue to have failures. Mark is implying that failure can and will be 
overcome. 
 
The power of forgiveness and restoration is in the end greater than human failure and its consequences. 
 
Mark’s ending shifts the reader’s attention away from what is expected. It is not an ending of triumph and 
glory. Likewise, Mark may be saying that the early Christian movement is not a march of triumph. And 
glory. Jesus is the Son of God to Mark, but he is the suffering Son of God who died on the cross and was 
raised. The crucified Jesus was raised. The inference is that Christians will suffer, and possibly die for 
their beliefs. The way to Galilee is the way of the cross – that is how Jesus is seen and experienced.  
 
This is not a happy ending. It is up to the reader to furnish the ending. It is the personal challenge of this 
gospel to all of its readers today. 
 
James R. Edwards, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, The 
Gospel According to Mark, Notes 
16:1-2 Mark lists the women’s names three times. It certifies on the basis of eyewitnesses the veracity of 
the events described. Most remarkably they are the names of women.  This is evidence that Mark’s 
account may be the earliest and the veracity of the account historically, because a created account would 
not have had women as the witnesses. 
 
The names of Mary, the mother of James and Joses, Salome and Mary Magdalene are the names of the 
women in all four gospel accounts. This endows the resurrection story with the highest degree of 
historicity and probability. 
 
16:2-4 Mark is specific, the sun had risen, as the women approach the tomb. Unlikely they have gone to 
the wrong tomb. The concern about rolling the stone away, and then finding it rolled away suggests that 
the resurrection is God’s work entirely. The human role in the event is as a witness. 
 
16:5-6 5 “As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 
side; and they were alarmed.” The “young man”, the “white robe”, and the women being “alarmed”  
indicate an angelic encounter. The angel sitting on the right side of the tomb is a detail that seems from 
an eye witness account because it has no overall meaning or significance. The word angel means 
messenger in Greek and that is the young man’s purpose in the empty tomb for the women. He is the 
mediator between the ineffability, incapable of being expressed in words, of the resurrection and the 
woman.  
 
10:6-8 The angel speaks to them in an order that deals with their fear, their hope and then their mission.  
 
““Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.” 
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The women have come to anoint Jesus body in preparation for death to bring some kind of closure to 
their grief. They are not prepared emotionally. What they expected to be a closure experience has 
converted into a commencement experience. They are concerned with death while the Son of Man is now 
concerned with life. 
 
The crucified one has been raised! The place where they laid him is empty. And this is of crucial 
importance. This is not a spiritual or mystical experience. They are directed to the real-world reality that 
the grave is empty. The Jesus who they saw die and buried is now resurrected.  
 
The angel is making the announcement of the good news, the gospel. It is first proclaimed in the empty 
tomb. The tomb that received and gave up Jesus Christ. A new order of existence is inaugurated “He has 
been raised!” The women are witnessing that “the kingdom of God has come with power” (9:1). 
 
The invitation to inspect the empty tomb, does not prove the resurrection and the NT does not present it 
as proof. It is one of several facts regarding the resurrection. The empty tomb does not prove the 
resurrection, but the resurrection makes the empty tomb meaningful. It says that Jesus who died as a 
bodily being has been raised as a bodily being by God. It is the historical place and time of the 
resurrection event. It is where we mark the transition from one existence to another.   
 
Mark as a theologian and a Christian is interested in faith in the resurrected Jesus, not in proofs of his 
existence. It is an encounter with the resurrected Jesus, not the empty tomb, that produces faith. 
  

16:7 “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will 
see him, just as he told you.” 

 
This announcement fulfills 14:28 and the words are remarkable words of grace and encouragement. The 
disciples abandonment of Jesus, and Peter’s denials, are not the final word. It is not given to human 
beings to speak the last word. The last word belongs to Jesus, 14:28 “But after I am raised up, I will go 
before you to Galilee.” Jesus ministry started with calling the disciples and Jesus resurrection begins with 
his calling them again. Jesus is not assigning blame, he is going before them and asking them to gather. 
 
If the word of grace from the resurrected Jesus includes a traitor like Peter, then readers of the gospel 
may be assured that it includes those of their community who have failed Christ. 
 

16:8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 
Verse 8 clearly implies a response of fear that inhibits faith. The flight of the women matches the flight of 
the disciples in the garden. Their fear, flight and silence contravenes the command of the angel.  
 
The resurrection does not magically dispel fear and cowardice. Throughout the gospel Mark has warned 
that signs, miracles and portends do not evoke faith (8:11-13). The greatest of all signs, the empty tomb, 
and the angel, does not produce faith.  
 
Faith comes through hearing the gospel and personal encounters with the One who was crucified and 
now is raised from the dead. Even at the close of the story, the human characters faith the divine will. 
Jesus in his earthly ministry commanded people to silence, and they spoke, in his resurrected state the 
woman are commanded to speak, and they flee in silence. 
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William L. Lane, The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament, The Gospel of Mark Notes 
 
Mark concludes his Gospel emphasizing two truths:  
 
First, there is no difference between the crucifixion and the resurrection on the point of historicity or 
factuality. The resurrection of Jesus is an historical event. On a given date, in a specific place, the man 
Jesus who had been crucified and died two days earlier, came forth from the tomb. Mark stresses the 
identity of the risen one with the crucified one – they are the same man. (16:6) 
 
Second, as a historical event, resurrection of Jesus cannot be explained by categories open to human 
understanding. It possesses no givenness of self-elucidating. The reality cannot be incorporated into our 
history as if it conformed to our experience. Apart from revelation, it remains a mysterious event in human 
history. 
 
History can declare that Jesus body disappeared from the tomb after his death and burial. But this baffling 
fact fails to communicate the gospel. The event of resurrection is open to understanding only through a 
word of revelation received in faith. The focus of Mark’s short account falls, therefore, upon the presence 
of the divine messenger and the disclosure of the truth (16:5-6). 
 
The resurrection creates the “good news” (gospel) concerning “Jesus the Messiah the Son of God.” (1:1) 
 
The detailed reference to the women in 16:1 indicates that the oral tradition may have existed 
independent of the passion narrative. Whenever the Easter account was proclaimed those to whom the  
word of revelation was first entrusted were specified. 
 
16:1 The fact that the women were returning to the tomb to anoint Jesus body shows they had no 
expectation of the resurrection. It is instead an expression of intense devotion. 
 
16:2 The women arrived “when the sun had risen”. 
 
16:3-4 The women had witnessed Jesus death and burial. There is no indication in Mark that they were 
aware of Matthew’s story that the Sanhedrin had sealed the tomb and posted a guard. They were instead 
concerned with how they would get the stone removed so they could enter the tomb. 
 
16:5 When the women enter the burial chamber they are startled to see “young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side”. 
 
Scholars debate the nature of the young man: 

• Some say Mark does not explicitly say that the man is an angel. 
• Others that the text seems to make the supernatural character of the young man explicit. The 

feature that shows that the evangelist, Mark, means for the man to be interpreted as an angel is 
the factor of revelation. God is using a visible means to reveal himself to the women and the 
young man as an angel fits that pattern. 

 
The detail of the white garment. In the color symbolism of the NT white is primarily the heavenly color.  
 
The presence of the angel underscores the eschatological character of the resurrection of Jesus and 
anticipates the Parousia with the ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory” (13:26).  
 
The women’s response includes dread and terror. (16:8) 
 
16:6 The action of God is not always self-evident. It is often accompanied by the word of revelation, 
interpreting the significance of the event. The emptiness of the tomb possessed no factual value in itself. 
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It simply raised the question: what happened to the body?  God therefore sent his messenger to disclose 
the fact of the resurrection. The announcement of the angel is the crystallization point for faith. 
 
The angel uses very specific and direct language to make sure it is clear: “you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.” 
The man, Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, is not here, he has been raised. Look here is where his 
body was placed. He was crucified and died and buried and now his body has been raised from where it 
was placed. 
 
These specific words stress that the tomb that held Jesus on Friday is now empty because he has been 
raised. This language matches early testimony in Paul and Acts: 
 

Paul wrote in 1 Cor 15:4 “he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures” 
 
Peter is quoted as saying in Acts 2:23-4 “23 this man, handed over to you according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 
law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed him from death,[c] because it was impossible for him 
to be held in its power.” 

 
It is interesting that early anti-Christian polemicists never sought to dispute this fact. The story of the theft 
of the body (Matt 28:15; Justin, Dialogue with Trypho 108) simply confirms that the tomb was empty. 
 
Moreover the fact that women were witness to the empty tomb, and the angel’s pronouncement, is an 
embarrassment to the early Church and the male leadership. It is not a detail they would have created if 
the story was fabricated. 
 
16:7 The angel assured the women that Jesus was alive. He then commissions them to tell the disciples 
and Peter that Jesus as gone before them to Galilee as he had told them he would (14:28). Including 
Peter, shows that even with his betrayal, Jesus has forgiven him and is asking him to join the disciples in 
Galilee with Jesus. The statement “he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him”  implies 
the resurrection appearances to Peter and the disciples which is detailed in 1 Corr 15: 
 

1 Corr 15:5-8 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers and sisters[c] at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died.[d] 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

 
16:8 The women’s reaction is terror and flight, and they were reduced to silence. For some period of time 
they kept the experience to themselves because they were afraid. In many ways they parallel Peter in the 
Transfiguration when he offers to build three tabernacles because he did know what to say because he 
was terrified. 
 
Those who experience God’s direct intervention in the world are often terrified. Divine revelation lies 
beyond human experience with no immediate means of understanding. The first human response is 
overwhelming fear. It may imply awareness that judgement might be about to happen. 
 
Interpreting the Abrupt Ending of Mark 
The ending is consistent with the entirety of Mark’s gospel. Astonishment and fear are motifs Mark has 
used before. They qualify how many people have reacted to Jesus throughout his ministry.  
 
The abruptness of the ending matches the abruptness of the beginning. In both cases Mark boldly 
proclaims the revelation of the person of Jesus. In Chapter 1 through JohnBap and in Chapter 16 through 
the angel. 
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The abrupt ending leaves the reader confronted by the witness of the empty tomb interpreted by the 
words of revelation by the angel. The focus on human inadequacy, lack of understanding, and weakness 
throws into bold relief the action of God and its meaning. 
 
Bruce J. Malina and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science 
Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels Notes 
Chapter 16 signals an altered state of consciousness experience. The main indications are the 
appearance of the young man in white (a sign of celestial origin), the emotional state of the women 
(alarm), the words of the young man “do not be afraid”, and their fleeing the tomb. The young man bears 
witness to God’s raising Jesus and tells the women to tell the disciples and Peter that Jesus goes before 
them to Galilee as he told them he would (14:28). 
 
Ched Myers, Binding the Strong Man Notes 
16:1-4 The women are on a genuine mission of mercy, somewhat duplicating what Joseph of Arimathea 
has already done. The closure of the tomb has been moved, we are not told how, and this ignites the 
reader’s hope that the narrative is not over. 
 
16:5 Mark uses very symbolic language:  

• The young man is sitting on the right side of the tomb – the side of the throne that Jesus’ disciples 
compete to sit at with Jesus 

• Wrapped in a white robe – similar to what clothed Jesus when he was buried, the same color as 
Jesus clothes in the Transfiguration, and seen as the color of martyrs (Rev 7:9, 13) 

• The women are “deeply troubled – language used before at the Transfiguration and in the 
Garden.  

 
The young man details the reversal that has occurred: The man who the authorities crucified and was 
dead has been raise by God and is no longer here. Where they laid him is bare. The tomb is empty. 
 
16:6 “you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 
there is the place they laid him.” 
 
The community that deconstructed in two stages: the disciples fleeing and Peter denial, is now being 
reconstructed in two phases, Peter and the disciples are to go to Galilee and reunite with Jesus. 
 
Mark refuses to narrate the appearances of the risen Christ. He is pointing his narrative back to where it 
started, Galilee. Where the disciples were first called. Mark is finally revealing that his gospel’s structure is 
circular. The narrative that appears to have ended has pointed back to its beginning. 
 
The full revelation of the Human One/Son of Man does not meet expectations: 

• It is not a triumphant victory for the community – as the disciples hoped; 
• It is not the restoration of the Davidic kingdom – as the zealots hoped; 
• It is not a tragic failure and defeat – as the Sanhedrin and Romans hoped 
• It is a regeneration of the messianic mission – if people have eyes to see, and ears to hear. The 

invitation to follow Jesus to Galilee is the third call to discipleship. It evokes both hope and terror. 
Hope that all can be restore to Jesus; and terror in the attire of martyrdom. 

 
The irony is that before they have been told to tell no one, and now they are told to tell the world. Will 
they? 
  
16:8 What is the meaning of resurrection? 
The sudden ending of Mark has caused consternation since it was first available. Many have theorized 
that the full ending was lost, or never completed. Modern scholarship points to the ending at 16:8 as the 
original ending. So we are called to either interpret the ending on the basis of the gospel that precedes it. 
Or interpret the gospel on the basis of the ending. (JWJ Note: Or both.) 
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We are challenged in the ending to overcome our fear. Will we flee or follow Jesus? The young man’s 
invitation ought to provoke fear if we take it seriously.  
 
“When Christ calls a person, He bids him them to come and die.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Cost of 
Discipleship, 1953)  
 
Mark’s entire gospel has always been held gingerly: 

• It has an unromantic view of the disciples. 
• It is raw and demanding. 
• It lacks a happy ending. 

  
The “dilemma” of the ending is exactly what Mark intends to leave the reader with: 

• Mark refuses to resolve the issues of his gospel. 
• Mark wants the reader to wrestle with whether or not the women at the tomb eventually tell 

people of their experience. 
• A neat closure would have allowed the reader to remain passive. 
• The narrative ends with a challenge to the women, and the disciples and the readers, to 

overcome their fear and meet Jesus in Galilee. 
 
The entire Gospel has been a struggle for the disciples to overcome their disbelief and lack of 
understanding. Mark is actually profoundly sympathetic to people who struggle with their belief and faith. 
He understands how difficult it is for the human heart to let go of the old and embrace Jesus.  
 
The power of the ending of Mark’s gospel comes not from what it tells the disciple/readers, but from what 
it asked of them. In Chapter 8 Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” (8:29). Now it asks us again to follow 
Jesus, “He is going before you to Galilee”. (16:7) 
 
The Jesus of Mark provides very few answers, especially if we are asking the wrong questions. But as a 
questioner himself he compels us to reveal where we stand. If we wish to respond he offers us the cross 
and companionship on the way. If we cannot respond, neither can he. In this case the story as a whole, 
just like the episode with the chief priests (11:33) truly ends in a draw of noncommitment. 
 
For Mark, the resurrection is not an answer, but the final question. There is only one genuine witness to 
the risen Jesus: to follow in discipleship. Only in this way can the truth of the resurrection be preserved. 
 
 
N.T. (Tom) Wright, Mark for Everyone Notes 
Mark’s ending is missing. I am convinced of it. Two of our best manuscripts form the fourth century end 
where this text breaks off. The endings in other manuscripts appear to have been added later.  
 
The women are going to the tomb to attend to Jesus body, not to witness his rising. The get the shock of 
their lives when the tomb is open, the body missing, and a young man says that Jesus has been raised 
and goes before them to Galilee. The message to the disciples seeks to restore all of them, including 
Peter, in Galilee. 
 
Modern scholarship attempts to say that Mark intended to end the gospel with the women fleeing the 
tomb and telling now one because they were terrified. But in the Transfiguration, he had already told the 
disciples not to tell anyone about the Transfiguration until “the son of man has been raised from the dead” 
(9:9). Mark has left you puzzled, but now he intends to make clear what raised from the dead means. 
 
“I find it incredible that he would break off just at the point where he can tell us…” what raised from the 
dead means. 
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I believe that Mark provided an ending in which the women spoke to the disciples. The disciples visited 
the tomb and then went to Galilee. Here they met Jesus again and he confirmed to them that he indeed 
was alive in a new way. And Jesus then commissioned them to go and do the work that awaited them. It 
would have drawn together Marks’s themes and propelled discipleship out into the world. 
 
But we can make a theological virtue out of necessity. The way Marks gospel now ends encourages us all 
to explore not only the faith of the early church, that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead, but own faith 
as well. 
 
There is a blank at the end of the story, and we are invited to fill it in. What is Easter to us? What do we 
know of the risen Lord? Where is he now going before us in the world?  
 
 
 


