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SLOW RELIGION: GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
 
Slow Religion: The Gospel According to Mark is a lay person-led adult education 
weekly series for Christians and seekers who want to deepen their spiritual 
understanding and gain life insights from the Gospels. The class studies and 
discusses Mark, possibly the first Gospel, using theological, historical, cultural 
commentaries on the Gospel to spur understanding, reflection, and action.  
 
The class is created and led by Joe Jennings and advisors include: the Rev. Zoila 
Schoenbrun, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Belvedere, CA; the Rev. Br. Richard 
Edward Helmer, Episcopal Church of our Saviour, Mill Valley, CA; and Eugene E. 
Lemcio, PhD, Emeritus Professor of New Testament, Seattle Pacific University, 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Seattle. 
 
Prior Slow Religion Classes include St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2017-8); the 
Gospel of St. John (2019-20); the Holy Spirit (2020); and the Foundations of 
Christian Faith (2020-21). 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
Proper 281     

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written  
for our learning:  
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,  
and inwardly digest them,  
that we may embrace and ever hold fast  
the blessed hope of everlasting life,  
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
1 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer pp.236 

St. Mark, Giorgio Vasari, 1570-71 
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MARK 132 
The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
 
13 As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and 
what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be 
left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 
3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew 
asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about 
to be accomplished?” 5 Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6 Many 
will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’[a] and they will lead many astray. 7 When you hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8 For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be 
famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 
 
Persecution Foretold 
 
9 “As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in 
synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them. 10 
And the good news[b] must first be proclaimed to all nations. 11 When they bring you to trial and hand 
you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, 
for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 13 and you will be hated by all 
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 
The Desolating Sacrilege 
 
14 “But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader understand), 
then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; 15 the one on the housetop must not go down or enter 
the house to take anything away; 16 the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat. 17 Woe to those 
who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may not be in winter. 
19 For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not been from the beginning of the creation that 
God created until now, no, and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one 
would be saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut short those days. 21 And if 
anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’[c] or ‘Look! There he is!’—do not believe it. 
22 False messiahs[d] and false prophets will appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if 
possible, the elect. 23 But be alert; I have already told you everything. 
 
The Coming of the Son of Man 
 
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, 
 
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send 
out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

 
2 All Bible quotations and footnotes are from the New Revised Standard Version at Biblegateway.com New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[e] is 
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have 
taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
The Necessity for Watchfulness 
 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Beware, keep alert;[f] for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
Footnotes 
Mark 13:6 Gk I am 
Mark 13:10 Gk gospel 
Mark 13:21 Or the Christ 
Mark 13:22 Or christs 
Mark 13:29 Or it 
Mark 13:33 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add and pray 
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OVERVIEW3 
Selected Overviews of the Chapter: 
Ched Myers: “There is perhaps no one single chapter in the synoptic gospels which has been so much 
commented upon in modern times as Mark 13.” (Gaston 1970:8) It is called by scholars the “Little 
Apocalypse” and there are three main opinions about its sources: Mark has reworked a Jewish or Jewish-
Christian source, often designated as the “apocalypse flyer4” which was in circulation during one of the 
several political crises in first century CE; Mark is freely composing a midrash on Daniel 7, 9, and 11, 
drawing from Hebrew Bible texts and Jesus traditions; and Mark is writing a parenesis5, using both 
apocalyptic and traditional catechetical materials. The apocalypse flyer and Markan midrash are not self-
excluding – they could be something of both. 
 
Chapter 13 is a sermon, a reflection, that follows chapters of action – Chapters 11 and 12 the entry into 
Jerusalem and the confrontations at the Temple. Kelber sees Chapter 13 as an intentional rupture – a 
historical insertion in to the story. The historical insertion is less the story of Jesus and more that of the 
early Christians. Jesus biography ruptures at this point because it touches directly on critical problems in 
Mark and his community’s lives. 
 
Chapter 13 is not a door out of Mark’s narrative world, but a historical window into it. Mark is not 
suspending his story narrative, he is using a narrative device, the sermon, to show us as clearly as 
possible, given the political risks, the concrete socio-political situation to which his story is addressed. It is 
virtually universally agreed that the historical context for Mark is the Jewish Revolt against the Roman 
empire 66-70 CE. In this regard, Wilde (1974:281) places the production of the gospel sometime around 
69 CE. 
 
The question Mark has to address is should the early Christian movement side with the zealots, the 
conservatives or stay out of the rebellion all together? Moreover should the Markan community stay in 
Jerusalem or flee? 
 
James R. Edwards: Longest block of teaching in Mark, cast as a final discourse by Jesus, is a collection 
of sayings by Jesus edited by Mark into this form. The discourse occurs on the Mt. of Olives after Jesus 
has left the temple. Sitting opposite the temple he proclaims its destruction.  Mark 13 is often seen as a 
standalone, apocalyptic (meaning unveiling or revealing) text in Mark’s Gospel.  It can also be seen as 
the conclusion of the polemic against the Temple. The question is what are the signs that it is about to 
happen and when will this occur? 
 
Oxford Commentary: Apocalyptic Discourse is a standard in Jewish literature – a person in the past is 
chosen to “predict” the future, which is when the document is being written, and their predictions serve as 
a commentary on the times of the writer. The same is probably the case here. The problem with this 
chapter is to identify where the speech switches from Mark’s past or present to his future. 
 
Mark’s discourse is a balancing act between the end may come at any time (13:33-37); and, not to get too 
excited and think that the end is immanent (13:5-8, 9-13, 21-23).  Is Mark trying to encourage 
eschatological awareness or is he trying to dampen it down? The net is that he is urging constant 
readiness and vigilance (13:33-37). 
 
Lane: The Olivet Discourse: there is no discourse in the Gospels more problematic than Jesus’ prophetic 
discourse on the destruction of the Temple. It is Mark’s longest, private discourse by Jesus. It serves as a 
bridge between Jesus’ public ministry, with his growing conflict with the Jewish authorities, and the 

 
3 Selected notes including James R. Edwards, William L. Lane, Oxford Commentary 
4 Apocalyptic flyer: focuses on similarities between Mark’s sermon and other apocalyptic literature such as 1 Enoch, 4 Ezra, the 
Assumption of Moses, and the Qumran war scrolls. 
5 Source: Parenesis (also spelled paraenesis) is derived from the Greek paraenesis, advice, or paraineō, advise, recommend, urge, 
exhort. ... Parenesis tends to be expressed briefly by using a succession of imperative statements. It gives personal counsel on 
moral and spiritual matters, practical advice for the listener or reader. Encyclopedia.com 
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passion narrative. The themes of the eschatological discourse are then repeated in Jesus’ trial as 
charges against him. 
 
It is also instruction to Jesus’ disciples for how to conduct themselves when he is no longer with them. It is 
a farewell discourse  that consists of an admonition and references to apocalyptic events which must take 
place within God’s plan. Mark uses the term “beware/be alert” and “these things” to punctuate what Jesus 
wants his disciples to do in the times to come and in the context of the question about the Temple. 
 
“Beware/Be alert”: 

13:5 “Beware that no one leads you astray” 
13:9 “As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in 
synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to 
them.” 
13:23 “But be alert; I have already told you everything.” 
13:33 “Beware, keep alert;[f] for you do not know when the time will come.” 

 
“These things”  

13:4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be 
accomplished?” 
 13:5-23 sufferings that can be expected. 
13:29 “So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[e] is near, at the very 
gates.” 
 13:26-27 Final victory that terminates the struggle. 

 
The purpose of Chapter 13 is to promote faith and obedience in a time of distress and upheaval. Jesus is 
preparing his disciples and the future Church for a future period of persecution and mission. The 
discourse presumes a period of historical development between the resurrection and the Parousia6. The 
relationship of the necessity of suffering to the experience of the vindication and glory (8:34-38) is 
stressed again. The Son of Man coming in glory is in the context of the eschatological suffering of God’s 
people. 
  
In the context of the Roman Christian community, from which Mark may have been writing, the message 
is of profound significance. They have been through the Nero persecutions, the execution of leaders and 
followers (including Peter and Paul) and are hearing dangerous rumors of a Jewish revolt in Israel and 
Jerusalem. Mark and Jesus may have been motivated by the same pastoral concerns – Jesus in his 
times in the 30s and Mark in his times in the late 60s. 
 
Jesus admonishes the disciples not to try to calculate when these things will occur, but instead maintain 
vigilance and following Jesus on the way. 13:32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” William L. Lane’s thesis is that Mark received Jesus’ 
discourses as a pre-formed unit of teaching and that he incorporated it into his Gospel without substantial 
alteration. 
 
  

 
6 Parousia: the time when Jesus Christ will return to judge humanity at the end of the world. “Parousia.” Merriam-Webster.com 
Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/parousia. Accessed 24 Jan. 2022. 
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13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
Against the rebel call to arms, Mark instructs his listener not to be alarmed and to avoid precipitous 
action. These events do not obligate the faithful Jew or Jewish Christian to join in the revolt. Instead it is 
“necessary that they should happen”. Thus they are prerequisites of the apocalypse. Mark is effectively 
counter recruiting, challenging the ground upon which rebels were recruiting Jews to revolt and fight. 
 
13:1-4 Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple, which later occurs in 70 CE, and that this is divine 
punishment for Israel’s failure to embrace Jesus.  13:5-8 The main thrust of these verses is that the 
disciples are not to be led astray by various events into thinking that the End is about to come. The 
repletion of Jesus’ warning may reflect that mark felt there were many false claimants in his own day. He 
also may be trying to ensure that people recognize that the true Messiah is Jesus. 13:7 The general 
message is that “the end is still to come.” 
 
13:9-13 Persecution Foretold 
The persecutions listed reflect the early Jesus movement’s experiences with synagogues and political 
rulers. It is not clear how directly this has impacted Mark’s community itself. Nonetheless persecution is 
taken as a sign of the end times. 
 
Threats to the faith will also come from persecutions of believers. Persecutions of believers is not the 
aberration – it is the norm. Believers will be persecuted by Jews and Gentiles, by religious and secular 
authorities. Their sufferings will not be without purpose. Suffering and persecutions will afford believers 
opportunities to declare their faith and God will empower them to be a witness before all nations. 
 
13:14-23 The Desolating Sacrilege 
13:14 “the abomination that causes desolation”7 will precipitate suffering of indescribable magnitude. “(let 
the reader understand)” is the most explicit editorial comment in Mark so far. What event does Mark 
desire we understand? 
 
It may be a reference by Mark to Caligula’s threat to put a statue to himself up in the Temple in 40 CE; or 
to the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE and Titus’ troops putting their standards up in the temple; or 
“the man of lawlessness” as conceived in 2 Thes 2:3-48 who will exalt himself in the temple as God.  The 
man of lawlessness indicates that Jesus foresaw a terrible antagonist, an Antichrist, who would come 
later to unleash terrible tribulations on people.  We do not have any foolproof “sign” in the “abomination 
that causes desolation.” Again, though painful and traumatic, Mark does not consider this a sign of the 
End times. 
 
13:24-27 The Coming of the Son of Man 
There is a tension between eschatology and viewing the purpose and destiny as being purely in human 
hands. Eschatology addresses the human desire that things are not as they should be and will not be 
allowed to continue this way – that God will step in at the end time and set things right -- that is 
eschatological longing.  Christian eschatological thinking sees in the gospel, good news, as preached by 
Jesus a hope for the future. It is grounded not in history, or logic, or intuition, but in the word of Jesus in 
the assertion that humans will no longer usurp history – they will relinquish it to its Lord and Maker, who 
will return in glory and justice to condemn evil and end suffering and gather his own to himself.  
 
Now Mark has shifted to a future view. We have a description of the End, and the accompanying signs 
are shown that are unmistakable as presaging the End, and are not preliminary, but actually part of the 

 
7 Daniel 9:27, 12:11. 
8 2 Thes 2:3-4 3 Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless 
one[a] is revealed, the one destined for destruction.[b] 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 

Footnotes 
2 Thessalonians 2:3 Gk the man of lawlessness; other ancient authorities (manuscripts) read the man of sin 
2 Thessalonians 2:3 Gk the son of destruction 
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End itself. The climax is the Son of Man coming with the “clouds” and “great power and glory” and 
gathering the elect from the four corners of the earth. 
 
13:28-31 The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
The mini parable of the fig tree coming into leaf is a sign of immanent summer and an image of “these 
things” which are a sign of the End. The End is coming within the life time of the present generation. 
 
13:32-37 The Necessity for Watchfulness 
Expresses the limit of Jesus knowledge of the End time. Jesus refers to himself as the Son in absolute 
terms, a feature very rare in the Synoptic Gospels, and hence raising suspicion that this is a post-Easter 
Markan community formulation.  On the other hand it is not likely that the Markan community would invent 
a statement that shows Jesus’ ignorance. It may be designed to reassure the Markan community that if 
they don’t know when the End will occur, neither did Jesus. Jesus issues his final call to be continually 
ready and vigilant.  
 
The knowledge of the End exceeds knowability. Not only human and angelic but Jesus’ knowability. No 
one knows when God will act. Only God.  The early church found 13:32 to be a stumbling block. For 
conservatives it stated that there was something Jesus was ignorant of and for liberals it stated that Jesus 
is conscious of his divine Sonship. The early church is scarcely likely to have made up an idea that 
showed Jesus ignorant of something. It is highly likely that it came from Jesus and represented his mind.  
 
The Son is properly understood as the Son of God rather than Son of Man because the latter does not 
appear in the Gospels in an absolute sense, whereas the Son of God is used absolutely.  The Son of God 
implies that Jesus is the Father (God’s) son. The paradox is that the Son does not know when the Father 
will act. This is the only verse in Mark where Jesus explicitly calls himself “the Son”, he admits that he 
does not know and cannot do. In Mark’s portrayal of Jesus, Jesus is the Son who does not claim the 
prerogatives of Sonship, apart from complete obedience to the Father’s will. He forsakes those claims for 
humble confidence in God’s will. Mark 13:32, Matt 11:27 and Luke 10:22 are the only passages in the 
New Testament where Jesus explicitly calls himself the Son of God. 
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REFLECTION 
 
Contradictions: How and what am I supposed to believe when the commentaries do not agree on what 
a chapter is about? 
 
Past or Present: Is Chapter 13 about Jesus’ era, Mark’s era, or my own world today? If I view it as 
guidance for today – what am I being urged to do and think? 
 
Resurrection and Second Coming: What do these two ideas mean to me today? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, you gave to your servant Mark, the Evangelist,  
special gifts of grace to teach the truth  
of your unconditional Mercy, Justice and Love for all peoples. 
Grant that by this teaching, we may faithfully live into our prayer and worship of you. 

Lord, have Mercy 
Christ, have Mercy 
Love, have Mercy. Amen 

The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun 
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NOTES  
 
Gospel Comparison9 
 

Pericopes Mark Matthew Luke John 
Prediction of the Destruction of the 
Temple 

13:1-2 24:1-2 21:5-6  

Signs before the End 13:3-8 24:3-8 21:7-11  

Persecutions Foretold 13:9-13 24:9-14 
10:17-22a 

21:12-19 
12:11-12 

 

The Desolating Sacrilege 13:14-20 24:15-22 21:20-24  

False Christs and False Prophets 13:21-23 24:23-28 17:23-24 
17:37b 

 

The Coming of the Son of Man 13:24-27 24:29-31 21:25-28  

The Time of the Coming. the Parable of 
the Fig Tree 

13:28-32 24:32-36 21:29-33  

Conclusion. “Take Heed, Watch!”  13:33-37 25:13-15 
24:42 

19:12-13 
12:40 

 

     

The Day of the Son of Man 13:19-23 
13:14-16 

 

10:39 
24:17-18 

24:23 
24:26-28 
24:37-41 

17:22-37 12:25 

The Parable of the Talents 13:34 25:14-30 19:11-27  

The Parable of the Flood and Exhortation 
to Watchfulness 

13:35 24:37-44 
 

17:26-36 
12:39-40 

 

 
  

 
9 Source: https://www.gospelparallels.com/gospelparallels.html#1 
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GEOGRAPHY OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Chapter 13 

Chapter 13 
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VIDEOS 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, as read by David Suchet, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOgcMQXvSc\ 
 
Yale Divinity School: Introduction to Gospel of St. Mark, Introduction to New Testament (RLST 152), 
Spring 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd5sXfFboxA 
 
Yale Bible Study Series: Yale Divinity School Professor Emeritus David L. Bartlett and Minister Allen R. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SV28dpVr5I&list=PLBAB8086DE927F07F&index=48 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, NT Wright, 2012 
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Udemy Course: Gospel of St. Mark, N.T. Wright, 2021 
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NOTES 
 
Raymond E. Brown, Introduction to the New Testament Notes 
Eschatological Discourse that looks to the end times: 13:1-37 
 
Last speech of his ministry, given outside Jerusalem on the Mt. of Olives: 

• Dire prophetic warnings: demolition of the Temple buildings; persecution of the disciples; need to 
be watchful 

• Apocalyptic signs: deceivers; wars; desolating abomination standing where it should not be; 
phenomena in the sky 

 
Interpretation presents problems: 

• Literal interpretation that tries to identify what has already happened and what is to come; and 
• Symbolic interpretation that does not consider what had already happened when the gospel was 

written 
 
The net is that no precise timetable is given, and disciples are not to be misled by speculations and 
claims that the end is at hand; on the other hand they are to remain watchful. 
 
Harper Collins Study Bible, NRSV Version Notes 
Introduced by a prophecy of the Temple’s destruction (13:1-4), Jesus’ speech about the end of the age 
(13:5-37) has some similarities with the “farewell addresses” of the patriarchs to their sons, and of biblical 
leaders to their followers. (Gen 49:1-33; Deut 33:1-29). 
 
13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
13:2 predictions about the temple’s ruin were made by earlier prophets (Jer 26:6, 18; Mic 3:12). 
13:5-6 The many who will come are either people claiming to be Jesus or those claiming to be new 
messiah/military leaders. 
 
13:9-13 Persecution Foretold 
13:12 The divisions within families was common in the early Jesus movement and possibly the Markan 
community. 
 
13:14-23 The Desolating Sacrilege 
13:14 Desolating sacrilege in Dan 9:27, 11:31 and 12:11 is about to be fulfilled: 
 

Dan 9:27 27 He shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week 
he shall make sacrifice and offering cease; and in their place[a] shall be an abomination that 
desolates, until the decreed end is poured out upon the desolator.” 

Footnotes 
Daniel 9:27 Cn: Meaning of Heb uncertain 

 
Dan 11:31 Forces sent by him shall occupy and profane the temple and fortress. They shall 
abolish the regular burnt offering and set up the abomination that makes desolate. 
 
Dan 12:11 From the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the abomination that 
desolates is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred ninety days. 

 
The Romans would attempt and later, after the end of the Jewish Revolt (67-73 CE) succeed at erecting a 
statue of the emperor in the temple. 
 
13:20 the elect – in the Hebrew Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls the elect are the remnant of Israel, the 
few who have not turned away from God.  
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13:24-27 The Coming of the Son of Man 
The coming of the Son of Man references Daniel 7:13-14. 
 
13:28-31 The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
An argument supporting immanent expectations – see also fig tree (11:12-14, 20-21). 
 
13:32-37 The Necessity for Watchfulness 
An argument for watchfulness in light of the indefinite immanence of the coming of the Son of Man. 
 
Oxford Bible Commentary Notes 
Apocalyptic Discourse: this is a standard in Jewish literature – a person in the past is chosen to “predict” 
the future, which is when the document is being written, and their predictions serve as a commentary on 
the times of the writer. The same is probably the case here. The problem with this chapter is to identify 
where the speech switches from Mark’s past or present to his future. 
 
Mark’s discourse is a balancing act between: 

• The end may come at any time (13:33-37) 
• Not to get too excited and think that the end is immanent (13:5-8, 9-13, 21-23) 

 
Is Mark trying to encourage eschatological awareness or is he trying to dampen it down? The net is that 
he is urging constant readiness and vigilance (13:33-37). 
 
13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
 
13:1-4 Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple, which later occurs in 70 CE, and that this is divine 
punishment for Israel’s failure to embrace Jesus.  The four inner group of disciples then ask Jesus to 
explain when this will happen: the destruction of the temple and the end of the current world order. 
(Which is actually two different questions.) 
 
13:5-8 The main thrust of these verses is that the disciples are not to be led astray by various events into 
thinking that the End is about to come. The repletion of Jesus’ warning may reflect that mark felt there 
were many false claimants in his own day. He also may be trying to ensure that people recognize that the 
true Messiah is Jesus. 
 
13:7 The general message is that “the end is still to come.” 
 
13:9-13 Persecution Foretold 
The persecutions listed are a reflection of the early Jesus movement in synagogues and by political 
rulers. It is not clear how directly this has impacted Mark’s community itself. Nonetheless persecution is 
taken as a sign of the end times. 
 

13:10 And the good news (b) must first be proclaimed to all nations. 
 Footnote: (b) good news -- Gk gospel 

 
It is evangelism itself which will lead to persecution, but such persecution will not stop, and the end will 
not come, until the Gospel has been preached to all of the Gentile world. 
 
13:14-23 The Desolating Sacrilege 
Now the emphasis shifts again. A cryptic event is described, 13:14 “But when you see the desolating 
sacrilege set up where it ought not to be,” using words from Daniel 9:27, 12:11. It may be a reference by 
Mark to Caligula’s threat to put a statue to himself up in the Temple in 40 CE, or to the destruction of the 
Temple in 70 CE and Titus’ troops putting their standards up in the temple. Again, though painful and 
traumatic, Mark does not consider this a sign of the End times. 
 
13:24-27 The Coming of the Son of Man 
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Now Mark has shifted to a future view. We have a description of the End, and the accompanying signs 
are shown that are unmistakable as presaging the End, and are not preliminary, but actually part of the 
End itself. The climax is the Son of Man coming with the “clouds” and “great power and glory” and 
gathering the elect from the four corners of the earth. 
 
13:28-31 The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
This may have been a collection of sayings that Mark has edited into a unit.  
The mini parable of the fig tree coming into leaf is a sign of immanent summer and an image of “these 
things” which are a sign of the End. 
 
The End is coming with in the life time of the present generation. 
 
 
13:32-37 The Necessity for Watchfulness 
13:32 Expresses the limit of Jesus knowledge of the End time. Jesus refers to himself as the Son in 
absolute terms , a feature very rare in the Synoptic Gospels, and hence raising suspicion that this is a 
post-Easter Markan community formulation. 
 
On the other hand it is not likely that the Markan community would invent a statement that shows Jesus’ 
ignorance. It may be designed to reassure the Markan community that if they don’t know when the End 
will occur, neither did Jesus. 
 
13:33-37 Jesus issues his final call to be continually ready and vigilant.  
 
James R. Edwards, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, The 
Gospel According to Mark, Notes 
Longest block of teaching in Mark, cast in the form of a final discourse by Jesus, is a collection of sayings 
by Jesus edited by Mark into this form. The discourse occurs on the Mt. of Olives after Jesus has left the 
temple. Sitting opposite the temple he proclaims its destruction.  
 
Mark 13 is often seen as a standalone, apocalyptic (meaning unveiling or revealing) text in Mark’s 
Gospel.  It can also be seen as the conclusion of the polemic against the Temple. The question is what 
are the signs that it is about to happen and when will this occur? 
 
Mark directs the teaching of Jesus to events leading up to the destruction of the temple. In two parts: 

1. The first admonition relates to false Messiahs, natural and political disasters; and 
2. Persecutions of Christian believers with emphasis on their being “handed over” – and the signs 

do not portend the End. 
 
13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
13:1 Jesus leaves the Temple never to return.  
 
As remarkable as the proportions of the temple are – and it is huge – Jesus’ response is also remarkable. 
Saying that the stones would be torn down is Jesus final judgement on the temple that now speaks in 
clear terms of the stones being thrown down.  
 
Threats to discipleship will come from many quarters. Other threats will endanger non-believers as well – 
war and natural calamities. 
 
The goal of the list of threats is not to lure believers into speculations about the End, but to anchor them 
to watchfulness and faithfulness in the present. 
 
13:9-13 Persecution Foretold 
Threats to the faith will also come from persecutions of believers. Persecutions of believers is not the 
aberration – it is the norm. Believers will be persecuted by Jews and Gentiles, by religious and secular 
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authorities. Their sufferings will not be without purpose. Suffering and persecutions will afford believers 
opportunities to declare their faith and God will empower them to be a witness before all nations. 
 
13:10 “And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations” may be a Markan insertion because it 
does not appear in Matthew 10 or Luke 21. 
 
13:11 The persecutions should provide reassurance of God’s presence through the Holy Spirit. 
 
13:12-13 Expect betrayals within families and congregations, denunciations and that loyalty to Jesus will 
be viewed as odious and loathsome to the world and the believers hated. 
 
13:6-13 basically describes the experience of the Jesus movement after his death in the 1st century CE. 
The life of faith is not an exemption from adversity, but a reliance on the promise of God to bear witness 
to the gospel in adversity and to be saved for eternal life through it. 
 
13:14-23 The Desolating Sacrilege 
13:14 “the abomination that causes desolation” will precipitate suffering of indescribable magnitude. “(let 
the reader understand)” is the most explicit editorial comment in Mark so far. What event does Mark 
desire we understand? Possibilities: 

1. Caligula’s attempt to erect a statute to himself in the Temple (40 CE) 
2. Destruction of the temple by Titus (70 CE) 
3. “the man of lawlessness” as conceived in 2 Thes 2:3-4 who will exalt himself in the temple as 

God 
2 Thes 2:3-4 3 Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the 
rebellion comes first and the lawless one[a] is revealed, the one destined for destruction.[b] 4 
He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 
takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 

Footnotes 
2 Thessalonians 2:3 Gk the man of lawlessness; other ancient authorities read 
the man of sin 
2 Thessalonians 2:3 Gk the son of destruction 

  
The man of lawlessness indicates that Jesus foresaw a terrible antagonist, an Antichrist, who would come 
later to unleash terrible tribulations on people.  We do not have any foolproof “sign” in the “abomination 
that causes desolation.” 
 
13:19-23 The reference of the great tribulations is patterned on Dan 12:1 – these are the woes of the end 
time. It is a situation without parallel in human history and would be un-survivable without God’s 
intervention. Mark says that God will spare the elect, if not from suffering, at least from annihilation. 
 
13:23 “Be alert!” is Jesus’ message. The mark of faithfulness is watchfulness, not foretelling the future, 
and obedience in the present. 
 
13:24-27 The Coming of the Son of Man 
There is a tension between eschatology and viewing the purpose and destiny as being purely in human 
hands. Eschatology addresses the human desire that things are not as they should be and will not be 
allowed to continue this way – that God will step in at the end time and set things right -- that is 
eschatological longing.  
 
Christian eschatological thinking sees in the gospel, good news, as preached by Jesus a hope for the 
future. It is grounded not in history, or logic, or intuition, but in the word of Jesus in the assertion that 
humans will no longer usurp history – they will relinquish it to its Lord and Maker, who will return in glory 
and justice to condemn evil and end suffering and gather his own to himself.  
 

13:24-27 24 “But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
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    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven. 

 
13:24-27 More than any other section in Mark 13, this one is a tapestry of Jewish apocalyptic that depicts 
a cosmic cataclysm. This is not a description of the fall of Jerusalem or the destruction of the Temple. 
This is a meta-historical event that includes, subsumes, and supersedes history. 
 
The coming crucifixion is underpinned with prophetic language from the Hebrew Bible. Jesus is 
strengthening himself and his disciples for the cross. He sees himself as the fulfillment of Israel’s history. 
 

There is darkness coming, 15:33 “When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land[h] until 
three in the afternoon.” 

Footnotes: (h) Mark 15:33 Or earth 
 
Mark views this as the primary forces of chaos make a final desperate attempt to engulf God’s Son. But 
that cannot happen. The divine overcomes everything that is dark, unclean, and evil. 
 

13:26 “Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.”  
 
This has remarkable irony. While Jesus is preparing for his humiliation and painful death, he is also telling 
the disciples that he will return “with great power and glory”. Jesus is saying that God is no longer present 
in the Temple, but in Jesus the Son of Man. 
 

13:27 “Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 
The preeminence of the Son of Man is manifested in 13:27. He will send out the angels, his elect will be 
gathered to him, all of the elect, from all the corner of heaven and earth will converge on a single point – 
Jesus Christ. Jesus is now the focal point of divine redemption. 
 
What is interesting is what is not mentioned: 

• Millennium 
• New Jerusalem 
• Rebuilt temple 
• Restoration of Israel 
• Battle of Armageddon 
• Hints of how and when the Christ will return 

On these matters the text is silent. 
 
13:28-31 The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
The tree signifies the nearness of summer – that summer is coming – not when.  
The fall of Jerusalem will function as a mysterious paradigm of the end of the world.  
 
In Mark 13, the events associated with the Incarnation10 are blended mysteriously with those of the 
Parousia11. These are events which to our minds are separate. In God’s saving plan the incarnation, 

 
10 Source Britannica: Incarnation, central Christian doctrine that God became flesh, that God assumed a human nature and became 
a man in the form of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the second person of the Trinity. Christ was truly God and truly man. The 
doctrine maintains that the divine and human natures of Jesus do not exist beside one another in an unconnected way but rather 
are joined in him in a personal unity that has traditionally been referred to as the hypostatic union. The union of the two natures has 
not resulted in their diminution or mixture; rather, the identity of each is believed to have been preserved. 
11 Source Britannica: Second Coming, also called Second Advent or Parousia, in Christianity, the future return of Christ in glory, 
when it is understood that he will set up his kingdom, judge his enemies, and reward the faithful, living and dead. Early Christians 
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crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and Parousia (second coming) are all facets of one event. The first 
and second comings of the Son of God comprise one event in the divine plan.  
 
13:32-37 The Necessity for Watchfulness 
The knowledge of the End exceeds knowability. Not only human and angelic but Jesus’ knowability. No 
one knows when God will act. Only God.  
 
The early church found 13:32 to be a stumbling block. For conservatives it stated that there was 
something Jesus was ignorant of and for liberals it stated that Jesus is conscious of his divine Sonship. 
 
The early church is scarcely likely to have made up an idea that showed Jesus ignorant of something. It is 
highly likely that it came from Jesus and represented his mind.  
 
The Son is properly understood as the Son of God rather than Son of Man because the latter does not 
appear in the Gospels in an absolute sense, whereas the Son of God is used absolutely.  The Son of God 
implies that Jesus is the Father (God’s) son. 
 
The paradox is that the Son does not know when the Father will act. This is the only verse in Mark where 
Jesus explicitly calls himself “the Son”, he admits that he does not know and cannot do. In Mark’s 
portrayal of Jesus, Jesus is the Son who does not claim the prerogatives of Sonship, apart from complete 
obedience to the Father’s will. He forsakes those claims for humble confidence in God’s will. 
 
Mark 13:32, Matt 11:27 and Luke 10:22 are the only passages in the New Testament where Jesus 
explicitly calls himself the Son of God. 
 

Mark 13:32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 
 
Matt 11:27 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.’ 
 
Luke 10:22 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the 
Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.” 

 
The disciples want an “IT” – a sign. 
Jesus wants a “Thou” – the Father.  
Jesus accepts his human limitation and the relinquishment of his future into the hands of the Father, the 
divine Sonship is not something that sets Jesus apart from humanity but binds him to humanity as an 
example to follow. 
 
So Jesus concludes: 

• You do not know when the time will come. 
• Be alert! 

 
“Watch” is the final and most important word in the Olivet discourse12. It is to instill obedience in believers. 
This is the word of Jesus to the Twelve; of Mark to his readers, and the word of the Spirit to believers in 
every age. The end is known and will come suddenly, live in constant readiness. 

 
believed the Advent to be imminent (see millennium), and most Christian theologians since then have believed that the visible 
appearance of Jesus may occur at any moment and that Christians should be ever ready for it. Such believers find evidence for the 
Second Coming in the Gospels (Matthew 24–25; Mark 13; Luke 21:5–26; John 14:25–29), in the Book of Revelation, and in other 
biblical and traditional sources. See also Last Judgment. 
12 Olivet Discourse, he foretells the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world (Matthew 24–25; Mark 13; Luke 21). The 
traditional site of the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed just before he was betrayed by Judas Iscariot (Matthew 26; Mark 
14). 
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William L. Lane, The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament, The Gospel of Mark Notes 
The Olivet Discourse: there is no discourse in the Gospels more problematic than Jesus’ prophetic 
discourse on the destruction of the Temple. It is Mark’s longest, private discourse by Jesus. It serves as a 
bridge between Jesus’ public ministry, his growing conflict with the Jewish authorities, and the passion 
narrative. The themes of the eschatological discourse are then repeated in Jesus’ trial as charges against 
him. 
 
The Olivet Discourse also serves as instruction to Jesus’ disciples for how to conduct themselves when 
he is no longer with them. In this regard it is a farewell discourse  that consists of an admonition and 
references to apocalyptic events which must take place within God’s plan. Mark uses the term “beware/be 
alert” and “these things” to punctuate what Jesus wants his disciples to do in the times to come and in the 
context of the question about the Temple. 
 
“Beware/Be alert”: 

13:5 “Beware that no one leads you astray” 
13:9 “As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in 
synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to 
them.” 
13:23 “But be alert; I have already told you everything.” 
13:33 “Beware, keep alert;[f] for you do not know when the time will come.” 

 
“These things”  

13:4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be 
accomplished?” 
 13:5-23 sufferings that can be expected. 
13:29 “So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[e] is near, at the very 
gates.” 
 13:26-27 Final victory that terminates the struggle. 

 
The primary purpose of Chapter 13 is to promote faith and obedience in a time of distress and upheaval. 
Jesus is preparing his disciples and the future Church to a future period of persecution and mission. The 
discourse presumes a period of historical development between the resurrection and the Parousia13. The 
relationship of the necessity of suffering to the experience of the vindication and glory (8:34-38) is 
stressed again. The Son of Man coming in glory is in the context of the eschatological suffering of God’s 
people. 
  
In the context of the Roman Christian community, from which Mark may have been writing, the message 
is of profound significance. They have been through the Nero persecutions, the execution of leaders and 
followers (including Peter and Paul) and are hearing dangerous rumors of revolt from Israel and 
Jerusalem. Mark and Jesus may have been motivated by the same pastoral concern – Jesus in his times 
in the 30s and Mark in his times in the late 60s. 
 
Lastly, Jesus admonishes the disciples not to try to calculate when these things will occur, but instead 
maintain vigilance and following Jesus on the way.  
 

13:32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father.” 

 
William L. Lane’s thesis is that Mark received Jesus’ discourses as a pre-formed unit of teaching and that 
he incorporated it into his Gospel without substantial alteration.  

 
13 Parousia: the time when Jesus Christ will return to judge humanity at the end of the world. “Parousia.” Merriam-Webster.com 
Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/parousia. Accessed 24 Jan. 2022. 
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Bruce J. Malina and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science 
Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels Notes 
 
13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
Jesus responds to a disciple’s admiration. Of the Temple with a matter-of-fact observation about the end 
of Israel’s religion and political institution. The core group of the disciples then as Jesus for indications to 
watch for. Jesus’ answer consists of a description of the destruction of the city of Jerusalem – and it is 
given in the form of advice to the disciples. 
 
13:24-27 The Coming of the Son of Man 
Jesus relies on the Son of Man imagery to illustrate that the destruction is commanded by God, and it will 
be followed by judgement on the inhabitants of the city. 
 
13:28-31 The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
Jesus’ oath, “30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” Signals the sincerity of Jesus’ 
prophecy.  
 
13:32-37 The Necessity for Watchfulness 
The command “watch” gives direction to the disciples – they are to continue the work and be alert to the 
sudden coming of the Messiah. 
 
Ched Myers, Binding the Strong Man Notes 
 
“There is perhaps no one single chapter in the synoptic gospels which has been so much commented 
upon in modern times as Mark 13.” (Gaston 1970:8) It is called by scholars the “Little Apocalypse” and 
there are three main opinions about its sources: 

1. Mark has reworked a Jewish or Jewish-Christian source, often designated as the “apocalypse 
flyer14” which was in circulation during one of the several political crises in first century CE; 

2. Mark is freely composing a midrash on Daniel 7, 9, and 11, drawing from Hebrew Bible texts and 
Jesus traditions; and 

3. Mark is writing a parenesis15, using both apocalyptic and traditional catechetical materials. 
The apocalypse flyer and Markan midrash onions are not self-excluding – they could be something of 
both. 
 
Mark’s appropriations of Daniel’s allusions: 

Desolating sacrilege (Mark 13:14): Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 1 Maccabee 1:54 
Great Tribulation (Mark 13:19): Daniel 12:1 
Human One (Mark 13:26): Daniel 7:13 
The apocalyptic query “How long?” (Mark 13:4): Daniel 12:6 
Cosmic upheaval (Mark 13:24f): Am 8:9; EZ 32:17; Isaiah 13:9-13, 24:18-23 

 
In addition: 

Watch and pray (Mark 13:33-37) is a catechetical fragment found in various form throughout the 
NT. 

 
Mark is updating the tradition – what was the situation he meant to address with the apocalyptic 
discourse? 
 

 
14 Apocalyptic flyer: focuses on similarities between Mark’s sermon and other apocalyptic literature such as 1 Enoch, 4 Ezra, the 
Assumption of Moses, and the Qumran war scrolls. 
15 Source: Parenesis (also spelled paraenesis) is derived from the Greek paraenesis, advice, or paraineō, advise, recommend, urge, 
exhort. ... Parenesis tends to be expressed briefly by using a succession of imperative statements. It gives personal counsel on 
moral and spiritual matters, practical advice for the listener or reader. Encyclopedia.com 
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Narrative and Historical Moment: Mark and the Jewish Revolt Against the Romans 
Chapter 13 is a sermon, a reflection, that follows chapters of action – Chapters 11 and 12 the entry into 
Jerusalem and the confrontations at the Temple. Kelber sees Chapter 13 as an intentional rupture – a 
historical insertion in to the story. The historical insertion is less the story of Jesus and more that of the 
early Christians. Jesus biography ruptures at this point because it touches directly on critical problems in 
Mark and his community’s lives. 
 
Chapter 13 is not a door out of Mark’s narrative world, but a historical window into it. Mark is not 
suspending his story narrative, he is using a narrative device, the sermon, to show us as clearly as 
possible, given the political risks, the concrete socio-political situation to which his story is addressed. It is 
virtually universally agreed that the historical context for Mark is the Jewish Revolt against the Roman 
empire 66-70 CE. In this regard, Wilde (1974:281) places the production of the gospel sometime around 
69 CE. 
 
The question Mark has to address is should the early Christian movement side with the zealots, the 
conservatives or stay out of the rebellion all together? Moreover should the Markan community stay in 
Jerusalem or flee? 
 
13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
Against the rebel call to arms, Mark instructs his listener not to be alarmed and to avoid precipitous 
action. These events do not obligate the faithful Jew or Jewish Christian to join in the revolt. Instead it is 
“necessary that they should happen”. Thus they are prerequisites of the apocalypse. Mark is effectively 
counter recruiting, challenging the ground upon which rebels were recruiting Jews to revolt and fight. 
 
13:9-13 Persecution Foretold 
“they will hand you over” (13:9) This section deals with the political ramifications of non-cooperation or 
non-alliance with the war. In 13:9, 11 and 13 Mark repeats the language that was used about JohnBap 
(1:14), and Jesus (9:31, 10:33) – they were handed over to the authorities, and the disciple/reader will as 
well.  
 
The community’s stand against the war will earn it the wrath of the local and national Jewish authorities 
as well as that of the Romans and Caesar himself. 
 
The importance of JohnBap prophetic mission, and Jesus Kingdom movement did not protect them from 
the authorities, thus the disciples’ mission to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth will not protect 
them either. The disciples will be arrested and tried, and the Holy Spirit will be with them and provide 
them with what to say. 
 
The threat is not only from the outside but from the inside as well. 13:12-13 “12 Brother will betray brother 
to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 13 and 
you will be hated by all because of my name.” Mark is using his own description of the new family (10:30) 
to denote the pressure and betrayals that will occur from within the movement and the Christian 
community. Whoever stands with Jesus will be universally despised by both the Jews and the Romans. 
 
13:13 “But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” The OT and apocalyptic promise – the NT 
context is to save one’s life one needs to lose it for may sake and the gospels (8:35 and 13:9). 
 
13:14-23 The Desolating Sacrilege 
Just as the disciples were warned on what they would hear from rebel recruiters, now they are warned on 
what they will see – the desolating sacrilege16. Why has Mark appropriated the phrase and why is he so 
cryptic about it 13:14 “(let the reader understand)”? 
 

 
16 Desolating Sacrilege: Daniel 11:31, 12:11 and 1 Macabees 11:54 
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D. Ford (1979:158ff) concluded that desolating sacrilege refers not just to one act of idolatrous discretion 
in the Temple, but the devastation of the entire city by invading soldiers. This part of the sermon 
addresses the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman army.  
 

Mark 13:14 “But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the 
reader understand)” 
 
Luke 21:20  “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has 
come near” 

 
Mark is writing just before the siege of Jerusalem and Luke is writing 10 years afterwards. Thus Luke 
adds “surrounded by armies” to Mark. Mark writing in as late as 69 CE does not know how Jerusalem will 
fall. 
 
If Mark was writing from Roman controlled Galilee between 68-70 CE, he has to use politically imprecise 
language to avoid persecution. When Mark instructs “then those in Judea must flee to the mountains”  
Mark is giving specific counsel to Judean Christians not to rally to the defense of the city – Mark is 
abandoning Jerusalem and the zealot’s restoration project as a lost cause. 
 
He gives a realistic assessment of what being a wartime refugee is like – to survive you have to flee 
without time to pack possessions, and the difficulties for pregnant women or during the winter. 
 
13:24-27 The Coming of the Son of Man 
Mark now introduces two new themes for the second half of the sermon: the days of universal suffering 
and the notion of the “elect” which is possibly a reference to his own community. Jesus rejects the idea of 
offering signs to the disciples. It may also be an indicator that some of Mark’s community has sided with 
the war party in Jerusalem. Jesus’ sermon articulates the battle between Jesus, who calls his followers to 
the way of the cross, and the Jewish rebels in Mark’s time who called Jews to take up arms against the 
Romans. 
 
In Mark, Jesus advocates resistance and repudiates the rebel armed struggle– how is this possible? 
Starting at 13:24, he turns to high apocalyptic language, which has two problems: it appears to suggest 
an eschatological timetable “those days after that tribulation”; and, Jesus’ description of the coming 
cosmic catastrophe appears to invoke “heavenly signs”. (So Mark appears to be doing what he just told 
people not to do, to look for signs and expect an end time.) 
 
The cosmic cataclysm draws on traditional apocalyptic writings when the “new heavens and earth” will 
surpass the old order. The dualism between the two world orders or two ages can be characterized as not 
chronological time (Chronos) but archetypical (Kairos); the two ages exist as good and evil; each with 
respective pasts and futures. The function of the myth is to compel listeners to clarify their allegiances in 
the historical struggle between differing social visions. 
 
Apocalyptic dualism is not static but dynamic, asserting that the corrupt age is already “passing away” 
and a new age dawning. 
 
Mark is opposing the rebels who wish to reconstruct the new order on the basis of the old model. It rejects 
other Jewish reform movements who view the problem as one of kicking out the Romans and purifying 
the Temple. Mark’s radical criticism sees serious structural problems with the old Jewish order – the 
ideology of domination infects the Jewish political culture. 
 
In 13:26 Mark turns to the Human One coming on the clouds: the fallen powers will see Jesus glory on 
the cross, and the Human One will dispatch angels to “gather up” the elect, those who have suffered and 
endured. In Chapter 16 the young man dressed in white will send the followers of Jesus back to Galilee, 
back to the Genesis of the ministry of Jesus, back to “The beginning of the good news…”. 
 
13:28-31 The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
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The leafing of the tree (13:28) is meant as a counterpoint to the withering of the fig tree (11:20).  Mark is 
juxtaposing a blessing to the Christian community against the cursing of Jerusalem and the Temple. The 
lesson of the fig tree is that the world of the temple-based social order must come to an end (11:20-26) in 
order for the new world order to dawn. As in the parable of the Sower, the “bad soil” symbolizes the 
oppressive temple state, which cayuses the fruit to wither. A leady fig tree means that the “summer” or 
“harvest” is imminent.  It is precisely the oppositive of what the rebels have been proclaiming. 
 
13:32-37 The Necessity for Watchfulness 
But no one knows how the seed (Parable of the Seed), grows and likewise no one knows how and when 
the new order will occur. 
 
Jesus refusal to offer signs argues that there is a transformation of history occurring which demands 
political vigilance and discernment. In sum, the second half of the sermon employs apocalyptic myth in 
order to compel the disciples to enter into the historical moment, to choose between the old and new 
orders, both of which stand at the edge of history. It is during Mark’s community that the war is occurring, 
and Mark’s Jesus is advising do not confuse war for true transformation – it can also be a perpetuation of 
the domination system that is already in place – just new actors in the old chairs. 
 
“Keep awake” is the key behavior, and it is the behavior that the disciples fail at in the Garden. The early 
church held regular vigils, to watch and wait, to be awake as a means of understanding the eschatological 
moment and message, in the darkness of history. The strong man is not the true lord of the house, and 
the light will break through, but we have to pay attention and stay awake for the moment.  
 
N.T. (Tom) Wright, Mark for Everyone Notes 
13:1-8-13 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold, and the Persecution Foretold 
Chapter 13 is not about the end of the world. Jesus is responding to a disciples admiration of the 
unfinished Temple by saying it will not long stand. He states that as this is occurring the disciples and 
Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem will be at great risk. They will be hated and hunted down, betrayed, and 
killed. 
 
13:14-23-27 The Desolating Sacrilege and The Coming of the Son of Man 
 
The desolating sacrilege is from Daniel 12:11 and 11:31. It is signal that an appalling object or person is 
placed in Jerusalem and the Temple. Mark is writing in the late 60’s CE so the Jewish Revolt has started 
but Jerusalem has not yet fallen. 
 
The fall of the Temple signifies that God has punished Israel and the Temple elite, and vindicated Jesus 
as the true representative of his people. As a prophet Jesus is predicting its destruction. As the Messiah 
he will symbolically enact it. He is also hinting that the Son of Man, like David’s Lord will sit at God’s right 
hand until those who have opposed him are defeated. 
 
As in Daniel 7, it is not about the return of the son of Man, but his coming to God after great suffering. It is 
about triumph and vindication, and God’s judgement on the system that has opposed God’s call and 
God’s gospel.  
 
13:28-31-37 The Lesson of the Fig Tree and The Necessity for Watchfulness 
Jesus knows a great deal but even he does not when his prophecy will occur. That is up to God. So he 
warns the little Christian movement at the time – do not settle in with the Jewish rebels or the Roman 
overlords. Great events are afoot, terrifying times are ahead, and we are to stay alert. In the present age, 
the 21st Century the statement remains – do not compromise with the standards of the current age, stay 
the course in faith, and be alert to what is happening. 
 


