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SLOW RELIGION: GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
 
Slow Religion: The Gospel According to Mark is a lay person-led adult education 
weekly series for Christians and seekers who want to deepen their spiritual 
understanding and gain life insights from the Gospels. The class studies and 
discusses Mark, possibly the first Gospel, using theological, historical, cultural 
commentaries on the Gospel to spur understanding, reflection, and action.  
 
The class is created and led by Joe Jennings and advisors include: the Rev. Zoila 
Schoenbrun, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Belvedere, CA; the Rev. Br. Richard 
Edward Helmer, Episcopal Church of our Saviour, Mill Valley, CA; and Eugene E. 
Lemcio, PhD, Emeritus Professor of New Testament, Seattle Pacific University, 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Seattle. 
 
Prior Slow Religion Classes include St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2017-8); the 
Gospel of St. John (2019-20); the Holy Spirit (2020); and the Foundations of 
Christian Faith (2020-21). 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
Proper 281     

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written  
for our learning:  
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,  
and inwardly digest them,  
that we may embrace and ever hold fast  
the blessed hope of everlasting life,  
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
1 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer pp.236 

St. Mark, Giorgio Vasari, 1570-71 



  Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 12 
  

Slow Religion, Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 12 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 2 2/3/22 

MARK 122 
 
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
 
12 Then he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 2 
When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of 
the vineyard. 3 But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. 4 And again he 
sent another slave to them; this one they beat over the head and insulted. 5 Then he sent another, and 
that one they killed. And so it was with many others; some they beat, and others they killed. 6 He had still 
one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those 
tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So 
they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What then will the owner of the vineyard 
do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not read this 
scripture: 
 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone;[a] 
11 this was the Lord’s doing, 
    and it is amazing in our eyes’?” 

 
12 When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowd. So they left him and went away. 
 
The Question about Paying Taxes 
 
13 Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. 14 And they 
came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do 
not regard people with partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not? 15 Should we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said 
to them, “Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.” 16 And they brought 
one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” 17 
Jesus said to them, “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him. 
 
The Question about the Resurrection 
 
18 Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a question, saying, 
19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no child, the man[b] shall 
marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 20 There were seven brothers; the first married 
and, when he died, left no children; 21 and the second married the widow[c] and died, leaving no children; 
and the third likewise; 22 none of the seven left children. Last of all the woman herself died. 23 In the 
resurrection[d] whose wife will she be? For the seven had married her.” 
 
24 Jesus said to them, “Is not this the reason you are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the 
power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven. 26 And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in 
the story about the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob’? 27 He is God not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.” 
 
The First Commandment 

 
2 All Bible quotations and footnotes are from the New Revised Standard Version at Biblegateway.com New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The 
first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 
Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him 
there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important than all whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 
The Question about David’s Son 
 
35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Messiah[e] is the 
son of David? 36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, 
 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

 
37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” And the large crowd was listening to him 
with delight. 
 
Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
 
38 As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted 
with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at 
banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
The Widow’s Offering 
 
41 He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich 
people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 
Footnotes 

Mark 12:10 Or keystone 
Mark 12:19 Gk his brother 
Mark 12:21 Gk her 
Mark 12:23 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add when they rise 
Mark 12:35 Or the Christ 
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OVERVIEW3 
 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
This is the only major parable outside of Chapter 4 – its placement and content alert us to its significance. 
It can be seen as a fourth passion prediction by Jesus. The parable is a form of explanation to the 
readers of what is going to happen in Jerusalem to Jesus. The parable is similar to the cursing of the fig 
tree. It is aimed at the Temple and the Sanhedrin. 
 
The vineyard is a well-known metaphor for Israel. The multiple missions of the owners’ representatives 
are repelled with growing violence by the tenants. Mark is making a thinly veiled allusion to the greed of 
the ruling class. (Isa 5:8) Not only have they mismanaged the vineyard, but they have connived to own it.  
 
The vineyard is not a human possession, not even Israel’s possession, it is God’s possession. (Isa 5:3 
God as the Lord of the vineyard.) The judgement that Jesus announces against the vineyard tenants is 
that God will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others – and this includes Gentiles! 
 
Mark conveys a profound sense of hope through his view of God’s purposes in using suffering. He is 
saying suffering leads to vindication and victory if you have faith in God and his Son, Jesus. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
Jesus’ response to the Sadducees has three components: 

1. Yes, pay the civil taxes, does not mean submit to the Romans as your masters. You can even 
interpret his statement to say, “send this filthy coin back where it came from”. 

2. Jesus’ echoes the Maccabean slogan “Give the pagans what they deserve” it could be a coded 
statement that the Kingdom of God.  

3. Give God what belongs to God: humans are made in God’s image, so all humans owe their 
existence to God and should give their lives back to God; the sacrificial Temple system needed to 
be superseded by a more complete worship of God; and if you really give your whole self to God, 
then using violence against violence, evil to fight evil, is wrong. 

 
Also God is sovereign over human and political affairs. There are duties to government that do not 
infringe on God. But government does not have a total claim over its citizens. The ultimate authority in life 
is God. One cannot consider civic responsibilities outside of the context of faith in God.  The coin has 
Caesar’s image and belongs to Caesar. Humans bear the image of God and belong to God. 
 
12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
This starts a series of interactions between Jesus and the Jewish authorities. These have the effect of 
showing the wide-ranging hostility to Jesus in Jerusalem among the elites. They may have served to be 
instructive to Markan Christians in Rome as they faced similar hostility and persecution. 
 
The Sadducees fear instability and revolution. Resurrection could encourage zealots to dangerous acts of 
violence if they believe they will be bodily restored by God.  Jesus sees through their question, and their 
motivation, to say they don’t know their Bible or God.  
 
To Jesus resurrection means: transformation not resuscitation; it also does not mean “life after death”, 
eternal life, or heaven as a disembodied spirit after physical death; and it will not simply reproduce every 
element of our present humanity. It will be a recognizable and reembodied human existence – but a great 
change will have taken place whose precise nature we can only guess at. 
 
Jesus conceives of resurrection not as a static doctrine but as a living hope for the transformation of the 
world. The Sadducees deny any other world except the present one they control, and Jesus is 
proclaiming the kingdom of God. The story ends with Jesus attacking the authority of the ruling class to 
proclaim on the Torah. 

 
3 Overview sources are notes from Raymond E. Brown, James R. Edwards, Ched Myers, N.T. Wright 
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12:28-34 The First Commandment 
Jesus states the two great commandments are to love God and love your neighbor. No half measures will 
work – you must with your heart, your mind and all your strength or will. If what matters is loving God and 
your neighbor, then the Temple, the sacrifices, and offerings are not the point.  
 
Jesus saying that the man is “not far” from the kingdom is widely misunderstood. Jesus is saying that 
orthodoxy is not enough, it must be accompanied by the practice of justice toward one’s neighbors. Mark 
seems to be rejecting the concept of scribal discipleship to Jesus, because the scribes are devoted to the 
social-cultural-political system around them, the one that oppresses. And Jesus is not. 
 
Two things are revolutionary in Jesus’ response: no one had combined the two commandments together 
before into a single idea; and no one had expanded the commandments to all people. Love of God and 
neighbor as the underpinning of all of the Law was and is a radical notion. Loving your neighbor is the 
chief means of loving God and is received as love of God – likewise love of God is expressed through 
love of neighbor. 
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
Jesus poses the question about David’s Son, which could actually reflect the early church’s struggle, to 
differentiate the messiah and make the title more than being from the Davidic line.  How are we to 
understand messiahship? Jesus decides to address it. 
 
Jesus has done things in the Temple that has raised the question: “Who does he think he is?”. And the 
implied answer is that Jesus thought he was the Messiah and one who had authority over the Temple. 
 
The question about JohnBap, the parable of the Wicked Tenants, the question about tribute to Caesar all 
in various ways relate to this question about Messiahship and Jesus’ identity and authority. Jesus 
challenges the idea that the Messiah is a descendent of David, simply be a king like David – Jesus’ says 
he will be David’s Lord as well as David’s son. Using Psalm 110 Jesus asserts that the messiah is both a 
descendent of David and one who David would call Lord.  
 
The early church gravitated to “Son of God” as giving new meaning to then word Messiah (Christos, or 
Christ). It expressed the revolutionary belief that Jesus was not just speaking about Israel’s God acting to 
establish the kingdom. He believed he embodied Israel’s God establishing the kingdom.  
 
Jesus attacks the idea of Davidic Messianism, the issue of Jesus’ messianic politics versus the popular 
desire for a restoration of the Davidic monarchy/state. Jesus proclaims that “sonship” has nothing to do 
with whether or not the Messiah is a descendent of David but with the question of political ideology. The 
crowds chant in 11:9 and the ideology it reflects are wrong: Jesus opposes the Davidic messianic 
promise of the restored Temple-state – thus he makes it clear that the Messiah is not David’s son; and 
Jesus refuses to rehabilitate the old Jewish imperial vision of the Davidic dynasty. 
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
Jesus attacks the ruling classes and demystifies them for the crowd. Instructing the crowd to use critical 
thinking and “Beware of the scribes.” (12:38) 
 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Jesus goes on to warn the crowd against the practices of the scribes – because they reflect the scribe’s 
desire for social and cultural status and wealth. They devour people’s estates and hide behind their 
feigned righteousness.  
  
In contrast the poor woman who offers her last coins is someone who has been exploited by the Temple 
system and the scribes. Jesus elevates her in contrast to the powerful and wealthy. 
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REFLECTION 
 
Resurrection: what is it and what does it mean to me? 
Love: How is God’s love, and love of God, manifest in love of our neighbors? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, you gave to your servant Mark, the Evangelist,  
special gifts of grace to teach the truth  
of your unconditional Mercy, Justice and Love for all peoples. 
Grant that by this teaching, we may faithfully live into our prayer and worship of you. 

Lord, have Mercy 
Christ, have Mercy 
Love, have Mercy. Amen 

The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun 
 
GOSPEL COMPARISON4 
 

Pericope Mark Matthew Luke John 

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 12:1-12 21:33-46 20:9-19   

On Paying Tribute to Caesar 12:13-17 22:15-22 20:20-26   

The Question about the Resurrection 12:18-27 22:23-33 20:27-40   

The Great Commandment 12:28-34 22:34-40 10:25-28   

The Question about David's Son 12:35-37a 22:41-46 20:41-44   

Woe to the Scribes and Pharisees 12:37b-40 23:1-36 20:45-47   
 
  

 
4 https://www.gospelparallels.com/#1 
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GEOGRAPHY OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
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VIDEOS 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, as read by David Suchet, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOgcMQXvSc\ 
 
Yale Divinity School: Introduction to Gospel of St. Mark, Introduction to New Testament (RLST 152), 
Spring 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd5sXfFboxA 
 
Yale Bible Study Series: Yale Divinity School Professor Emeritus David L. Bartlett and Minister Allen R. 
Hilton discuss the Gospel of Mark (1 of 8), 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SV28dpVr5I&list=PLBAB8086DE927F07F&index=48 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, NT Wright, 2012 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5nQAsscxM&list=PLfJJCBFpVGpjUGXS71Wwpz6MyNqWUmQ6Y 
 
Udemy Course: Gospel of St. Mark, N.T. Wright, 2021 
https://www.udemy.com/course/gospel-of-mark/learn/lecture/27438788?start=0#overview 
 
The Gospel of Mark, Paula Gooder (1 of 2), 2012 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyV2tuE84FA 
 
Great Courses: David Brakke, Ph.D., M.Div., Understanding the New Testament, Jesus as the Suffering 
Son of Man in Mark, Available through Kanopy or at 
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/understanding-the-new-testament 
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NOTES  
 
Raymond E. Brown, Introduction to the New Testament Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
The parable of the wicked tenants is similar to the cursing of the fig tree. It is aimed at the Temple and the 
Sanhedrin. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes and 12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
This starts a series of interactions between Jesus and the Jewish authorities. The structure is different 
factions within the authorities show up to try and trap Jesus into saying something that can either the 
Jewish Temple Police or the Roman authorities to arrest him or the crowd to turn away from him. 
 
These have the effect of showing the wide-ranging hostility to Jesus in Jerusalem among the elites, and it 
may have served to be instructive to Markan Christians in Rome as they faced similar hostility and 
persecution. 
 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
Mark makes an exception with the single scribe that approaches Jesus and ask him about the greatest 
commandment. Jesus’ response starts with the Shema (Hear O Israel… Deut 6:4) which is prayer twice a 
day by observant Jews. This means that decades after the death of Christ, Christians were still praying 
the Jewish prayer the Shema. 
 
The two prayers/commandment connected by Jesus were the Shema (Deut 6:4) and the admonition to 
love your neighbor as yourself (Lev 19:18). The share a stress on the virtue of love that becomes what 
Christians would like to think identifies them from others. 
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
Jesus poses the question about David’s Son, which could actually reflect the early church’s struggle, to 
differentiate the messiah and make the title more than being from the Davidic line. 
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes and 12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Mark has Jesus add an attack on the scribes and an account of genuine religious behavior with the 
Widow’s offering.  
 
Harper Collins Study Bible, NRSV Version Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
12:1 recalls Isaiah 5:1-7 which identifies God’s vineyard with Israel. 
12:3-5 the prophets of the Hebrew Bible suffered similar brutality. 
12:6 a beloved son – Jesus as he has been rejected by the leaders of Israel. 
12:10-11 is cited in the NT to interpret the rejection of Jesus and to assert his vindication. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
12:14 The Roman tax was initiated in 6 CE as a census that led to a tax on every individual. It was a 
deeply unpopular tax by the Romans on the Jewish population. 
12:15 Denarius – smallest Roman coin 
12:16 Inscription – Caesars – means that Mark has not tied the story to anyone emperor of Rome.  
 
12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
12:18 Sadducees is an ancient Jewish group associated with the Temple priesthood. They deny 
resurrection because they do not believe it appears in the first 5 books of the Torah. 
12:25 Jesus explains that resurrection should not be seen as the revival of the earthly body. But as the 
transformation into a heavenly state like that of angels.  
JWJ Note: this stands in contrast the post resurrection stories in Matthew, Luke, and John – the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus. 
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12:26 Jesus’ argument is based on Moses’ description of God as “the God of Abraham… Isaac… and 
Jacob. (Exodus 3:6, 15-16). Since God is not the God of the dead, but the living (Isa 38:16-19) Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob must be living now or will live again in the future. 
 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
The scribe is an interpreter of the Law and this one approaches Jesus to understand first principles and is 
not hostile. Jesus links the Deut 6:4-5 to Lev 19:18 and gives a unified answer why love of God and love 
of neighbor are the basis for all of the laws. 
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
Jesus does not answer his own rhetorical question about whether the Messiah would be a descendent of 
David or more closely related to God. The discourse is meant to force people to think about their 
definitions of messiah and Jesus in new ways. 
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
The contrast with the scribe as an individual in 12:28-34 and Jesus’ condemnation of scribes as a class in 
12:38-40 may be explained by the inference that scribes do not practice what they preach. The 
denunciation of pretentious scribes is directed against the Pharisees in other Gospels, 
 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Jesus must be observing the collection receptables in the outer court where men and women can leave 
offerings.  The widow’s offering is two of the smallest coins minted in the Roman occupation – equivalent 
to a penny today, about 1/64 of a day laborers wage. 
 
Jesus is comparing people who give from their abundance vs people who give from their scarcity and 
what is more meaningful in God’s eyes. 
 
Oxford Bible Commentary Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
Jesus takes the initiative with the local authorities by telling a parable that illustrates Israel’s rejection of 
God and his messengers. The parable is a clear allegory. The language of the opening mirrors that is 
Isaiah 5:1-2 which itself is an allegory of Israel and YHWH. The first messengers are the prophets sent by 
God, all of whom suffer rejection and violence. The last messenger is the Son of God, which Mark clearly 
sees is Jesus, and the killing of the Son prefigures the death of Jesus. The parable expresses divine 
judgement against Israel for her rejection of God’s Son. 
 
The story however does not fit well into the times when Jesus lived. Absentee owners of farm land had 
overseers who exploited peasant farmers who demanded crippling rents. The resentment and anger of 
the tenants reflect this contemporary situation. 
 
It is thus possible that the story/parable goes back to Jesus. The idea of God as Father is deeply 
embedded in the oral tradition. How Christologically significant it is at the time of Jesus or by the time of 
Mark is hard to assess. It is clear though that Mark saw the death of Jesus as a rejection of Jesus and 
God’s son by the tenants (Israel). 
 

12:10-11 10 Have you not read this scripture: 
 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone;[a] 
11 this was the Lord’s doing, 
    and it is amazing in our eyes’?” 

 
12;10-11 is amended language which appears elsewhere in the NT (Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:7) and the 
image of the stone applied to Jesus (using Isaiah 8:14; 28:16) is also attested (Rom 9:32; 1 Peter 2:6-8). 
The presence of the saying here reflects the early church and the Markan community.  
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12:12 The audience understands Jesus’ parable and saying are against them and their hearts are 
hardened, and they plot to arrest him. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
Recalling 3:16 a group of Pharisees and Herodians set a trap for Jesus about Roman taxes. The question 
is the legitimacy of paying taxes to Rome. A Roman poll tax is imposed on Judea, Samaria and Idumea in 
6 CE. It is deeply resented by Jews because it is also tied to a census, and it is seen as an intrusion into 
their affairs. 

• If Jesus opposes the tax, the Roman authorities will arrest him. 
• If Jesus accepts the tax, he will lose popular support among the crowd. 

 
The precise meaning of Jesus answer has been much debated. It enjoins paying Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and God what is God’s. But it does not say what is Caesar’s and what is God’s. It has been interpreted to 
mean that there are two kingdoms, the kingdom of man and the kingdom of God – however this appears 
unlikely in the 1st Century CE when there was no separation of religion and state. 
 
It is more plausible that the second half of the saying, what is God’s, as qualifying what is Caesar’s. That 
when the two clash, God’s claim wins, because everything we have comes from God. It neither gives 
carte blanche to the state, or denies the legitimacy of the state, but rather says that the state and claims 
of God must be resolved in practice with the understanding that there bis one God and his claims are 
supreme. 
 
12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
The Sadducees, who were 1st  Century CE aristocratic, priestly families that have conservative views, 
now pose the next challenge to Jesus. They adhere to the written Law only. They did not believe in 
resurrection because it is not mentioned in the Law (Torah) at all. (Belief in the resurrection emerges in 
the 2nd-1st Century BCE, Dan 12:2 and is mainly supported by the Pharisees.) Jesus’ reply sides with the 
Pharisees viewpoint. 
 
It is not clear that this is a historical story. It is the only time Jesus confronts the Sadducees in the NT. At 
the very least an earlier tradition has been expanded in the Christian tradition history.  
 
The Sadducees’ question is somewhat silly – Deut 25:5-10 deals with levirate marriage. This rule insures 
that upon a man’s death his brother would marry his widow so there would be family offspring and 
preserve his property within a family. 
 
Jesus’ first response simply states that resurrection life is qualitatively different from present life, like 
angels of heaven. His second response addresses the possibility of resurrection itself. Exodus 3:6 is used 
to state that God says he is the God of the patriarchs, and that he is the God of the living not the dead,  
and that the patriarchs must be still alive. 
 
If God is truly God, then as the God of the living he will not allow his care and concern for human beings 
to be destroyed by death. 
 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
A sincere scribe approaches Jesus with a question. This maybe a pre-Markan oral tradition which is 
independent of the tradition in Luke 10:25-28 or Matt 22:35. 
 
The question concerns the greatest commandment – the commandment that formed the basis for all of 
the law and from which the rest of the law can be derived. Mark’s Jesus answers with the Shema (Deut 
6:4 4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.) the greatest monotheistic confession of God’s 
uniqueness. He expands it to include Lev 19:18 (18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 
against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord), to love your 
neighbor as yourself.  
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In the Shema and Leviticus, Mark’s Jesus is revealing his view of the profound truth about the uniqueness 
of God and the centrality of loving God, and God loving humankind and therefore humankind loving each 
other as they are loved by God. 
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
Jesus now takes the initiative and poses the question whether the Messiah can be, or must be, the “son 
of David.” The argument is likely a post-Easter composition because Mark does not usually have Jesus’ 
comment on his own identity or the nature of the Messiah. 
 
Precisely what is implied here is unclear.  Citing Psalm 110:1 where David seems to refer to someone 
else as his “lord” (is this the messiah? unclear). If he is David’s “Lord”, how can he be David’s “son”? This 
may reflect an early Christian movement debate with Jewish authorities on objections to Jesus as a 
descendent of David. It may really be a question of the Messiah and Jesus’ authority – are they 
subservient to David or greater? Jesus seems to be saying that he is greater. 
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
Jesus accuses the scribes of parading their status to curry human favor and privileges; and exploiting 
widows financially. This may reflect the bitter divide between the Markan community and the Jewish 
authorities in the 60-70s CE.  
 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Mark vividly contrasts the behavior of the scribes with that of a widow who gives a gift to the temple. In 
Mark, women function as role models in contrast to men, for how true disciples behave. The widow’s gift 
is minute in financial terms, but it is all she has and hence its value in God’s eyes is great. Jesus sees her 
action as a free act of generosity and thanks. 
 
 
James R. Edwards, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, The Gospel According to Mark, Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
This is the only major parable outside of Chapter 4 in the Gospel of Mark – its placement and content 
should alert us to its significance. 
 
The parable is an agricultural story that highlight everyday life in Israel. Isaiah 5:1-2 is the context of the 
parable, and it is a commentary on the leadership (tenants) of Israel (God’s vineyard) and how they treat 
his prophets (servants) and kill his son (Jesus). 
 
12:2-5 The landlord takes vengeance not on the vineyard by on the tenants (not punishing Israel, but the 
leadership). The heroic party is not the tenants, but the landlord (God) who settles the accounts. In 
contrast to how absentee landlords and tenants were viewed in Jesus’ day, that the landlords exploited 
and committed violence on the tenants, Jesus tells the parable in the opposite way. 
 

12:6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect 
my son.’ 

 
The climax of the parable begs the question – what landlord in his right mind would send his son to visit 
the property after what has happened to his servants? The suggested answer is this is because of God’s 
indefatigable love. The son represents his father’s legal claim to the land, his compassion, and the son is 
beloved. Jesus is speaking of his own unprecedented role in the history if Israel. 
 

12:7-8 7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard 

 
The tenants reject the overture of love. They now want to kill his heir and lay claim to the property itself as 
well as its produce. (If humanity can dispense with God, or even kill God, then humanity can become 
God.) 
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12:9 What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give 
the vineyard to others. 

 
The vineyard is not a human possession, not even Israel’s possession, it is God’s possession. (Isa 5:3 
God as the Lord of the vineyard.) The judgement that Jesus announces against the vineyard tenants is 
that God will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others – and this includes Gentiles! 
 

12:10-11 10 Have you not read this scripture: 
 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone;[a] 
11 this was the Lord’s doing, 
    and it is amazing in our eyes’?” 

 
Psalm 118:22-23 quotation played an important role in early Christian theology as an explanation for the 
Jewish authorities and communities’ rejection of Jesus. It is quoted in Rom 9:33, Luke 20:17, Acts 4:11, 1 
Peter 2:6-8. 12:11 “this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes” shows that this was foreseen 
by God  but also used by God for his glory. This additional phrase is important for Mark’s interpretation of 
the parable. In the sower parable (4:3-9) the sorry prospects for the crop do not frustrate the ultimate 
harvest. Likewise in this parable, Jesus’ rejection and humiliation are painfully apparent, but God is using 
the rejection of his Son for a greater purpose that will be “amazing to our eyes”. 
 
In Mark, the Son of God can lay no claim to immunity from the suffering of the world. His vindication, “he 
was raised by God” (16:6) rests solely in the Father’s hands. 
 

12 When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowd. So they left him and went away. 

 
This is the third time since entering Jerusalem that Mark notes the opposition of the authorities is rooted 
in their fear of the crowd’s response to Jesus (11:18, 32 and 12:12). 
 
The parable of the tenants and the sower echo the providence of God. Once again Jesus’ voice is audible 
in the parable is being aware and confident of his role in the Father’s economy. It is yet another reminder 
of his impending death (8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34) and ye he is confident that his death will lead to the Fathers 
ultimate purpose. 
 
Mark conveys a profound sense of hope through his view of God’s purposes in using suffering. Mark’s 
congregation in Rome had survived Nero’s oppression and the fallout from the Jewish War against the 
Romans 66-73 CE. Mark is saying suffering leads to vindication and victory if you have faith in God and 
his Son Jesus. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
The Pharisees and Herodians approach Jesus with the intent to trap him with a question about Roman 
taxation. They attempt to use flattery to soften Jesus up – and he sees through it to say, “what are you 
trying to trap me?” 
 

12:14 “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
 
The tax refers to an imperial poll tax of one denarius (a day’s wage) instituted in 6 CE. If he says do not 
pay the tax, the Romans will arrest him. If he says pay the tax, he will be made less popular with the 
crowds. 
 

12:15 Bring me a denarius and let me see it.” 16 And they brought one. Then he said to them, 
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, 
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And 
they were utterly amazed at him. 
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There is irony that the Pharisees and Herodians happen to have a Roman coin on them. They are 
perhaps more complicit in cooperation and benefiting from the Romans than they might admit. 
 
Jesus’ response ““Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” acknowledges the legitimacy of human government and distances him from the Zealots and the 
political anarchy which will soon engulf Jerusalem and Israel in the Jewish War (66-73 CE). But he is not 
saying that God and government are two separate and exclusive entities independent of one another.  
 
God is sovereign over human affairs including political affairs. There are duties to government that do not 
infringe on God’s duties. But government does not have a total claim over its citizens. The ultimate 
authority in life is God. One cannot consider civic responsibilities outside of the context of faith in God.  
 
At the end of the day, the coin has Caesar’s image and belongs to Caesar. Humans bear the image of 
God and belong to God. 
 
12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
Only encounter between Jesus and the Sadducees before the trial in Mark.  
Comparison of Sadducees and Pharisees (Largely according to Josephus) 

Issue Sadducees Pharisees 
 Divine sovereignty Human free will 
The Law (written and oral) Written only  (Torah) Written and oral traditions 
Resurrection No the soul died with the body Yes, in the future for all people5 
Angels and demons No Yes 
Orientation Conservative Expansive 
Members Clerical and lay aristocracy, 

associated with family of high 
priest – marked by wealth and 
positions of high rank 

 Lay people, knowledgeable in 
Torah 

  
12:18 The Sadducees set out to trap Jesus on the subject of resurrection, which they don’t believe in.  
 
12:19-23 They are arguing on the assumption that life after death reflects earthly conditions. If Jesus 
accepts the assumption that life to come stands in unbroken continuity with the present, then he would 
either have to argue a technicality, the first husband has unique rights, or concede to the Sadducees. 
 
12:24-25 Jesus does neither. He takes and independent and sovereign tack, addressing the question of 
resurrection first according to the manner and then to the fact. 
 
As manner: 12:24  “Is not this the reason you are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the 
power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven.” Resurrection does not mean prolonged earthly life but life in a new dimension. 
 
God’s power to create and restore life bursts the limits of both logic and imagination.  The glorious 
realities of the life to come cannot be accommodated by the conditions of earthly life.  
 
As fact: 12:26-27 26 And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the 
story about the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob’? 27 He is God not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.” 
 

 
5 Doctrine of Resurrection is only vaguely foreshadowed in the OT (Isa 26:19; Ezekiel 37; Dan 12:2 and 
Psalm 73:23). The view of the afterlife most present in Jewish culture at the time was of Sheol a 
netherworld characterized by a pale, joyless experience. The Pharisees view of the existence of a soul 
and the resurrection of all in the end times was growing in popularity. 
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Jesus accepted that the patriarchs and prophets were still alive (Matt 8:11; Luke 16:22-25 and John 
8:56). He argues that God’s promises were not made to the dead but to the living. If Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob were still dead, then God’s promises were limited in duration, finite and unfulfilled. God’s world is 
not finite and cannot be bounded to human limitations. 
 
God would not pledge himself to the dead unless the dead were raised from to life. Jesus’ argument for 
the reality of resurrection assumes that the call of God establishes a relationship with God, and once a 
relationship with God is established, it bears the promise of God, and cannot be ended, even by death. 
The relationship is based on the promise and power of God that conquers the last enemy, death itself.  
 

12:27 “He is God not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.” 
 
The belief of the Sadducees is contrary to, and incompatible with, the truth of God. The only hope to 
overcome that belief and incompatibility is to expose it. The ultimate answer to the Sadducees is not the 
exegesis or even the authority of Jesus (neither of which they accept), but the life of Jesus, for the empty 
tomb will verify his teaching to the Sadducees (16:6). Jesus does not just announce the resurrection – he 
is the resurrection (John 11:25). 
 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
It is not clear who the scribes are – in this story a scribe approaches Jesus right after the Sadducees on 
resurrection – it is the first time since entering Jerusalem Jesus has been approached by an individual 
and with a non-threatening question. 
 

12:28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that 
he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?”  

 
The sense of the question is what commandment6 supersedes everything and is incumbent on all 
humanity – including Gentiles. 
 

12:29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.’  

 
Jesus’ response opens with the Shema, Deut 6:4-5, which is recited every morning and evening by pious 
Jews. As a credal summary it is as important to Jews as the Apostles Creed or Lord’s Prayer to 
Christians. 
 
God is the God of Israel and of all individuals as well. God demands the complete devotion of the 
individual: 12:30 “you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’ 
 

12:31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 

 
In the Hebrew Bible the neighbor is fellow Jews. The early Jesus movement believed that Jesus had 
expanded that definition to include all people, Jews, and Gentiles alike.  
 
Two things are revolutionary in Jesus’ response: 

1. No one had combined the two commandments together before into a single idea; 
2. No one had expanded the commandments to all people 

Love of God and neighbor as the underpinning of all of the Law was and is a radical notion. Loving your 
neighbor is the chief means of loving God and is received as love of God – likewise love of God is 
expressed through love of neighbor. 

 
6 Rabbinic tradition counted 613 commandments in the Torah, 365 prohibitions and 248 positive 
commands. 



  Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 12 
  

Slow Religion, Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 12 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 17 2/3/22 

 
For Jesus love fulfills the law; love for God releases love of God.  

1 John 4:11, 19-20 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another…19 We love[b] because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers or sisters,[c] are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister[d] whom they have 
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 

 
12:32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, 
and besides him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much 
more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  

 
This story shows that there was not 10% opposition to Jesus, and that Jesus embraced much of Judaism 
in his teachings.  
 

34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom 
of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

 
One draws near to the kingdom of God not by proper theology but by drawing near to Jesus. Jesus 
exhibits his filial and messianic authority in declaring who is on the threshold of the kingdom of God, 
which is present not in the Torah, but in himself. 
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
Jesus goes on the offensive and proclaims that his person and God’s kingdom cannot be understood by 
mere responses to human questions, especially when the questioners are antagonistic. 
 
Jesus significantly asks the question how can the Messiah be the Son of David?  

1. The question is posed inside the temple, the center of Jewish spiritual life and the seat of the 
Sanhedrin.  

2. The question is posed to the scribes the intellectual and religious elite of Judaism. The issue of 
Jesus identity raised privately with the disciples (8:27) is now raised publicly in the temple in 
Jerusalem. 

 
Jesus asks the scribes about their understanding of the Messiah. He cites Psalm 110, and asks whether 
“Son of David” is conceptually adequate to explain the Messiah?  The Jews had longed for a Messiah as 
a descendent of David since 2 Sam 7:12 “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom.”  The earliest expressed correlation of “Son of David” with Messiah does not occur in Jewish 
literature until Pss Sol 17:21 “O Lord, raise up their king, the son of David, that he might reign over Israel 
thy servant.” (100 BCE approx..). 
 
Early Christians corelated Messiah and the Son of David in. the first century CE. (Rom 1:3; 2 Tim 2:8; 
Luke 1:69 and 1:32) 
 
12:36-37 Psalm 110 originally referred to the King of Israel and God – but after the fall of the monarchy in 
586 BCE was reinterpreted to mean the Messiah whose kingdom would not fail. 
 
If David was the author of the Psalm, as it was widely believed, then the statement: 
 

Psalm 110:1 The Lord says to my lord, 
    “Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

 
The David is referring to a Lord (Messiah) above himself who sits at the right hand of God. Mark interprets 
this statement as not a description of Jesus’ purpose and work bot a description of his transcendent 
status, sitting at God’s right hand. 
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Mark and Jesus closes the argument with 12:37 “David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his 
son?” Mark’s answer is that the Messiah is not limited to being David’s son, he is God’s Son. This is “a 
very lofty picture of Markan Christology: Jesus as a result of his exaltation to God’s right hand, seemingly 
attains a status close to God himself.”7  
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
This is the final episode of Jesus public teaching in Mark. The Gospel pits the behavior of the scribes, 
commanding and ostentatious against that of the poor widow . Jesus points out the scribes/priest’s 
penchant for pretense and rapacity. 
 
The judgement of Jesus on people who practice religion for the purpose of self-advancement is blunt and 
stern: “they will be severely punished”. In contrast, the lifeblood of genuine religion is love of God and 
neighbor (12:29-31). 
 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
The Temple Treasury is located in the Court of Women. The gift the widow is giving is the smallest 
Roman coin and is a freewill offering. Mark accentuates the woman’s poverty and the insignificance of her 
gift financially. 
 
But in the way God looks at things, her gift is greater than the Pharisee’s. The poor widow has put more 
into the Treasury than all of the others because they were giving out of their wealth and abundance, and 
she out of her poverty and faith. For Jesus the value of the gift is not the amount given but the cost to the 
giver. (This will be repeated in 14:3-9 in the story of the woman and the perfume.)  
 
The sacrifice of “all that she had” is the keystone in Mark’s arch of faith. The initial call to the fishermen 
was to leave all and “follow me” (1:17) and it similarly represents giving all that you have to Jesus. The 
chief purpose of the widow story is a model of discipleship. No gift, time, talent, treasure is too 
insignificant to give, if it is given to God. The call to discipleship, to follow Jesus, is a call to lose one’s life 
(8:35). Mark is pointing to the cross, where Jesus will give all he has to the glory of God. 
 
William L. Lane, The New International Commentary on the New Testament, The Gospel of Mark 
Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
12:1-9 is a genuine parable and not an allegory. It fits the category of judgement parables and serves to 
expose the attempt on Jesus’ life which is being planned. This parable is being told to be understood. 
Jesus’ listeners would have been familiar Isaiah 5 and the Song of the Vineyard, and it forces the 1st 
Century CE listener/reader to draw a conclusion about the authorities who manage God’s vineyard. 
 
In 1st Century CE Galilee much of the Jordan River Valley and the hill lands were controlled by absentee 
landlords. Agents were sent annually, or after major harvests, to collect the owner’s portion in produce. 
The rejection of the agents, the killing of the son and heir was intended to force the listener to see the 
parable in the context of the history of Israel. Prophets had been sent By God and ignored and killed 
before. 
 
When the son arrives it is possible the tenants interpret this that the landlord has died. So if they kill the 
son the land would become “ownerless property”. Killing the son and throwing his body over the vineyard 
wall is an outrageous defiance by the tenants. The immediate consequence is immediate and severe 
judgement. Then Jesus attempts to make the listeners understand that their plotting to kill Jesus would 
lead to judgement on themselves. 
 
It also points to the difference between JohnBap and Jesus. Jesus implies that the Sanhedrin have 
rejected God’s final messenger, JohnBap, and that disaster will ensue. The sacred trust of the chosen 
people will be transferred to the new Israel of God. 

 
7 Marcus, The Way of the Lord: Christological Exegesis of the Old Testament in the Gospel of Mark, pp 139-145 
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12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
This encounter could be placed in one of the porches of the Temple. The Pharisees and Herodians, who 
are no united against Jesus, arrive to entangle Jesus and attempt to snare him into a statement that could 
lead to his arrest. 
 
Tribute to Rome was introduced in Judea in 6 CE. The Zealots refused to pay it because that would 
acknowledge Caesar’s dominance. The Pharisees resented the humiliation implied by the tax but justified 
its payment. The Herodians favored paying the tax. The question attempts to place Jesus in a theological 
or politically compromised position. 
 
Tiberius’ denarii portrayed images of the semi divine son of the god Augustus and the goddess Livia and 
bore the inscription: “Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Son of the Divine Augustus” and on the reverse side 
“Pontifex Maximus” (Latin for Greatest Priest). The inscriptions are rooted in the imperial emperor cult and 
constituted a claim for divine honors. 
 
Jesus seizes on the images and inscriptions on the coin. The acceptance and usage of the coin implicitly 
acknowledged Caser’s authority and the obligation to pay Caesar’s tax. There are obligations to the state 
that do not infringe on God but are grounded in his appointment. This is the first part of the two-part 
answer, acknowledging civil authority and opposing a theocratic state or an imminent eschatological 
event occurring. 
 
The higher principle is the will of God. Because people bear the image of God, they owe their total 
allegiance to God. 
 
12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
The story in the question may be based on Tobit where a woman marries 7 times. The intension is to 
expose the idea of resurrection to ridicule. Jesus responds that the Sadducees have failed to understand 
the tenor of the scriptures or the power of God. God is the God of the living not the dead. (Exodus 3:6) 
Jesus is showing how resurrection faith is attached to the central concept of biblical revelation, the 
covenant, and how the salvation promised by God to the patriarchs and their decedents in virtue of the 
covenant contains implicitly the assurance of resurrection. It is the failure to appreciate the essential link 
between God’s covenant, faithfulness and the resurrection which led the Sadducees into their grievous 
error.   
 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
For Jesus the whole Law is summarized in the will of God which calls for love which is a whole hearted 
response to God and to the neighbor. To love God is to love God’s creation and people – Jesus also 
stakes the requirement to love is to obey God. He views the first to love God and the second to love your 
neighbor as inseparable.  
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
The conviction that national deliverance would come from Davidic leadership, as a political and military 
leader, is a central element of scribal and sectarian piety in 1st Century CE Judea.  Jesus’ challenge is not 
to the prophecy, but to its interpretation. He asks what do the scribes mean when they say the Messiah is 
the son of David? It is a question about the relationship between David and the new Messiah, and how 
that Messiah would manifest himself. The political-nationalistic messiah supported by the scribes is too 
simplistic. 
 
Jesus asserts that the messiah does not simply extend the kingdom of David, but rather to establish a 
completely new Kingdom of God. Moreover the real opposition to the kingdom was not Rome, but the 
forces of evil in the world – the demonic powers in the spiritual world. Victory would demand the Suffering 
Servant in obedience to God to suffer and be fulfilled on the cross –m which is the prelude to the 
resurrection. 
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This interpretation strikes at the heart of the national-political standing in the promise of the Davidic 
promise.  To the question, “In what sense is the Messiah David’s son?” no satisfactory answer could be 
given in a scribal viewpoint. Only from the perspective of the new covenant is the answer provided: 
already in the exaltation of the Messiah to God’s right hand is the promise of everlasting dominion fulfilled 
(II Samuel 7:13, 16; Ps 110:1). In this way the scriptures affirming Davidic sonship and the Messiah as 
David’s Lord are united. 
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
Here the scribes’ self-intoxication is placed under the judgement of God. Jesus is condemning the scribes 
for their desire for these tokens of status and for the self-satisfaction they perpetuated. They are also 
condemned because they took advantage of poor and defenseless people and defrauded them of wealth. 
 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Jesus’ last shot at condemning the scribes’ righteousness as a sham and contrasting it with the devotion 
of the poor woman who gives everything to God. Jesus is overturning the concept of piety – what the 
Twelve had failed to appreciate was the total commitment to God that the woman’s gift represented. The 
evangelical view is that the woman gave all that was necessary, all that she had to God. The call to the 
Gospel is a call for absolute surrender to God and total trust in God. 
 
Bruce J. Malina and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels 
Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
The Wicked Tenants Parable is as direct comment on the scribes and chief priests. The tenants reject 
their agreement with the vineyard owner, reject and kill the servants sent to them and then reject and kill 
the owner’s son in an attempt to claim his inheritance.  
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
The coin Jesus asks for is a denarius which is a Roman coin used to pay the Roman tax. It has an image 
of the emperor and the inscription, “Tiberius Caesar, Augustus son of the divine Augustus”. Such a coin is 
a serious afront to the Jewish Law and Jesus’ opponents are embarrassed to admit they have it with 
them. Jesus then answers their original question positively. Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s. He adds 
“Give what is God’s to God” and in effect accuses the Pharisees and Scribes of not paying God what is 
due God.  
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
The scribal teaching is that the Messiah is the Son of David. Jesus replies that the Messiah cannot be 
David’s son, since a son cannot be greater than a father. Rather the son must be greater than David, 
since David calls him Lord, (thus David cannot be his father).  
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
Jesus goes on to issue a warning to the Jerusalem crowd about the scribes. Urging the crowd to be on 
their guard with the scribes.  He accuses the scribes of: 

• Acting so as to be seen by others; 
• Defrauding the socially vulnerable 

 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Jewish widows, in Hebrew the word means one who is silent, unable to speak, are unable to inherit 
wealth, and unless their families take them back, are powerless and destitute in the society. Jesus extolls 
the woman’s devotion and generosity, giving out of her poverty all that she had versus the wealthy who 
make a show of giving in the Temple. 
 
Ched Myers, Binding the Strong Man Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
The vineyard is a well-known metaphor for Israel, fenced by the Law. The multiple missions of the 
owners’ representatives are repelled with growing violence by the tenants. Mark is making a thinly veiled 
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allusion to the greed of the ruling class. (Isa 5:8) Not only have they mismanaged the vineyard, but they 
have connived to own it. 
 
The son is killed and cast off without a proper burial just as Jesus will be killed and hastily buried outside 
Jerusalem. The parable threatens that the tenants will be slaughtered, and the vineyard turned over to 
someone else.  
 
Mark and Jesus bring Psalm 118:22 into the story—in which most Jewish scholars would have said the 
rejected one was David who God restored as king.  But Mark expropriates this identification for Jesus. He 
overturns the idea of restoration of an independent temporal state. And when Jesus predicts the 
destruction of the temple the cornerstone will be relevant to the rebuilding of the temple. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
Mark now directly addresses Roman colonial rule. Writing in the late 60s CE after the Jewish Revolt, 
many of Marks contemporaries chose to collaborate with Rome. (Josephus for example.) The question in 
the story is do Jesus and Mark advocate doing the same? 
 
The question of should Jews pay the Roman tax is a loyalty test that divides collaborators from 
subversives. The tax being referred to was the hated poll tax. When Jesus asks for a Roman coin from 
his adversaries, and they embarrass themselves by having one when he does not. 
 
The coin’s images and inscriptions represent idolatry from a conservative Jewish perspective.  Jesus 
question’s “render” can be translated as “repay” – so Jesus is essentially saying repay to those whom you 
are indebted. He is telling them to act according to their allegiances – he is not proclaiming obedient 
citizenship.  
 
When the Jewish Revolt started in 66 CE there was a backlog of imperial taxes to pay in Jerusalem, 
mainly falling on the poor and middle class. One of the first things to happen in the revolt was the 
destruction of the tax records. Jesus seems to be weaving a position that rejects Roman colonialism and 
the revolt. He refuses to commit himself until his opponents do.  
 
12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
The question asked is about resurrection. Jesus responds with an answer about how the kingdom of God 
subverts the dominant social order, in this case the patriarchal objectification of women. Inherent in the 
story the Sanhedrin tell is the social need to maintain the power of the patriarchal family by securing its 
wealth and inheritance. 
 
Jesus’ response drips with scorn. The Sadducees do not understand the text or the power of the on to 
whom it attests – i.e. they are wrong in theory and practice. 
 
Jesus conceives of resurrection not as a static doctrine but as a living hope for the transformation of the 
world. The Sadducees deny any other world except the present one they control, and Jesus is 
proclaiming the kingdom of God. The story ends with Jesus attacking the authority of the ruling class to 
proclaim on the Torah. 
 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
Mark carefully constructs this story around ambiguity. We expect a conflict story between the scribe and 
Jesus. We expect that the Scribe’s flattery is insincere. On the other hand, the scribe approaches Jesus 
after hearing him argue and seeing him answer well. (12:28) This may be interpreted as the man is a 
potential disciple or follower of Jesus. And he affirms Jesus’ answer to his question – he is impressed 
with Jesus and Jesus is impressed with him. 
 
The subtleties of Jesus response pave the way for his condemnation of the scribal class in 12:38.  
 
Jesus’ answer to the scribe presents Mark’s theology: heaven must, has, come to earth and there is no 
love of God except in love of neighbor. Jesus affirming the scribe states that the man has intellectually 
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grasped Jesus’ argument. Jesus saying that the man is “not far” from the kingdom is widely 
misunderstood. Jesus is saying that orthodoxy is not enough, it must be accompanied by the practice of 
justice toward one’s neighbors. Mark seems to be rejecting the concept of scribal discipleship to Jesus, 
because the scribes are devoted to the social-cultural-political system around them, the one that 
oppresses. And Jesus is not.  
 
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
Jesus now attacks the idea of Davidic Messianism. Mark is attacking the issue of Jesus’ messianic 
politics versus the popular desire for a restoration of the Davidic monarchy/state. (12:35-37) Jesus 
proclaims that “sonship” has nothing to do with whether or not the Messiah is a descendent of David but 
with the question of political ideology. The crowds chant in 11:9 and the ideology it reflects are wrong: 

• Jesus opposes the Davidic messianic promise of the restored Temple-state – thus he makes it 
clear that the Messiah is not David’s son (12:37).  

• Jesus refuses to rehabilitate the old Jewish imperial vision of the Davidic dynasty. 
  
 
12:38-40 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
Jesus attacks the ruling classes and demystifies them for the crowd. Instructing the crowd to use critical 
thinking and “Beware of the scribes.” (12:38) 
 
12:41-44 The Widow’s Offering 
Jesus goes on to warn the crowd against the practices of the scribes – because they reflect the scribe’s 
desire for social and cultural status and wealth. They devour people’s estates and hide behind their 
feigned righteousness.  
 
In contrast the poor woman who offers her last coins is someone who has been exploited by the Temple 
system and the scribes. Jesus elevates her in contrast to the powerful and wealthy. 
 
N.T. (Tom) Wright, Mark for Everyone Notes 
12:1-12 The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
This can be seen as a fourth passion prediction by Jesus. Mark’s readers know that Jesus is God’s 
Beloved Son – anointed in his baptism, confirmed at the transfiguration. Jesus also seems to know and is 
telling us that Israel’s chief priests are going to reject him and have him killed. The parable is a form of 
explanation to the readers of what is going to happen in Jerusalem to Jesus. 
 
12:13-17 The Question about Paying Taxes 
Jesus’ response to the Sadducees has three components: 

4. Yes, pay the civil taxes, does not mean submit to the Romans as your masters. You can even 
interpret his statement to say, “send this filthy coin back where it came from”. 

5. Jesus’ echoes the Maccabean slogan “Give the pagans what they deserve” it could be a coded 
statement that the Kingdom of God is all about the one true God becoming King and demoting 
everything and everyone else.  

6. Give God what belongs to God raises all sorts of possibilities: 
a. Humans are made in God’s image, so all humans owe their existence to God and should 

give their lives back to God. 
b. The sacrificial Temple system, which is supposed to render to God his due, needed to be 

superseded by a more complete worship of God. 
c. If you really give your whole self to God, then using violence against violence, evil to fight 

evil, simply will not do. 
 

12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection 
The Sadducees fear instability and revolution. Resurrection, the bodily restoration by God of the 
righteous, could encourage zealots to dangerous acts of violence if they believe they will be bodily 
restored by God. 
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Jesus sees through their question, and their motivation, to say they don’t know their Bible of God. 
Resurrection means: 

1. It is not resuscitation, coming back exactly as you are, but transformation with a different sort of 
bodily life. 

2. It also does not mean “life after death”, eternal life, or heaven as a disembodied spirit after 
physical death. 

3. Resurrection will not simply reproduce every element of our present humanity. It will be a 
recognizable and reembodied human existence – but a great change will have taken place whose 
precise nature we can only guess at. 

 
12:28-34 The First Commandment 
Jesus states the two great commandments are to love God and love your neighbor. No half measures will 
work – you must with your heart, your mind and all your strength or will. Likewise, if everything that 
matters is about loving God and your neighbor, then the Temple, the sacrifices, and offerings are not the 
point. They are unnecessary. 
  
12:35-37 The Question about David’s Son 
How are we to understand messiahship? The issue has been swirling around Mark’s Gospel from the 
start. Jesus decides to address it. 
 
What exactly will the nature of the Messiah be? What can we say about it? Jesus has done things in the 
Temple that has raised the question: “Who does he think he is?”. And the implied answer is that Jesus 
thought he was the Messiah and one who had authority over the Temple. 
 
The question about JohnBap, the parable of the Wicked Tenants, the question about tribute to Caesar all 
in various ways relate to this question about Messiahship and Jesus’ identity and authority. 
 
Jesus challenges the idea that the Messiah is a descendent of David, simply be a king like David – Jesus’ 
says he will be David’s Lord as well as David’s son. 
 
Using Psalm 110 Jesus asserts that the messiah is both a descendent of David and one who David would 
call Lord.  
 
The early church gravitated to “Son of God” as giving new meaning to then word Messiah (Christos, or 
Christ). It expressed the revolutionary belief that Jesus was not just speaking about Israel’s God acting to 
establish the kingdom. He believed he embodied Israel’s God establishing the kingdom.  
  
  



  Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 12 
  

Slow Religion, Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 12 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 24 2/3/22 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Barton and Muddiman, Oxford Bible Commentary, 2001 
 
Biblegateway.com All Bible quotations and footnotes are from the New Revised Standard Version, 2021 
 
Borg, Marcus, The Gospel of Mark, 2009 
 
Boyarin, Daniel, The Jewish Gospels, The Story of Christ, 2012 
 
Brakke, David, Understanding the New Testament, Jesus as the Suffering Son of Man in Mark, 2021  
 
Brown, Raymond E., S.S., An Introduction to the New Testament, 1997 
 
www.Gospelparallels.com, Comparing the Gospels 
 
Harper Collins Study Bible, NRSV Version, 1989 
 
Crossan, John Dominic, The Power of the Parable, 2012 
 
Edwards, James R., The Pillar New Testament Commentary, The Gospel According to Mark, 2002 
 
Funk, Robert W., Roy W. and Hoover, The Five Gospels: : What Did Jesus Really Say? The Search for 
the Authentic Words of Jesus, 1996 
 
Lane, William L., The New International Commentary on the New Testament, The Gospel of Mark, 1974 
 
Lemcio, Eugene E., Travels with St. Mark, GPS for the Journey, 2012 
 
Ludemann, Gerd, Jesus After 2000 Years, 2001 
 
Levine, Amy-Jill, and Marc Zvi Brettler Editors, The Jewish Annotated Bible, Second Edition, New 
Revised Standard Version, 2011, 2017 
 
Malina, Bruce J., and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels, 2003 
 
Myers, Ched, Binding the Strong Man, 1988, 2008 Edition 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  
 
Wills, Gary, What the Gospels Meant, 2008 
 
Wright, N.T. (Tom), Mark for Everyone, 2001 
 
  



  Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 12 
  

Slow Religion, Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 12 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 25 2/3/22 

VIDEOS 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, as read by David Suchet, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOgcMQXvSc\ 
 
Yale Divinity School: Introduction to Gospel of St. Mark, Introduction to New Testament (RLST 152), 
Spring 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd5sXfFboxA 
 
Yale Bible Study Series: Yale Divinity School Professor Emeritus David L. Bartlett and Minister Allen R. 
Hilton discuss the Gospel of Mark (1 of 8), 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SV28dpVr5I&list=PLBAB8086DE927F07F&index=48 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, NT Wright, 2012 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5nQAsscxM&list=PLfJJCBFpVGpjUGXS71Wwpz6MyNqWUmQ6Y 
 
Udemy Course: Gospel of St. Mark, N.T. Wright, 2021 
https://www.udemy.com/course/gospel-of-mark/learn/lecture/27438788?start=0#overview 
 
The Gospel of Mark, Paula Gooder (1 of 2), 2012 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyV2tuE84FA 
 
Great Courses: David Brakke, Ph.D., M.Div., Understanding the New Testament, Jesus as the Suffering 
Son of Man in Mark, Available through Kanopy or at 
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/understanding-the-new-testament 
 


