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SLOW RELIGION: GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
 
Slow Religion: The Gospel According to Mark is a lay person-led adult education 
weekly series for Christians and seekers who want to deepen their spiritual 
understanding and gain life insights from the Gospels. The class studies and 
discusses Mark, possibly the first Gospel, using theological, historical, cultural 
commentaries on the Gospel to spur understanding, reflection and action.  
 
The class is created and led by Joe Jennings and advisors include: the Rev. Zoila 
Schoenbrun, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Belvedere, CA; the Rev. Br. Richard 
Edward Helmer, Episcopal Church of our Saviour, Mill Valley, CA; and Eugene E. 
Lemcio, PhD, Emeritus Professor of New Testament, Seattle Pacific University, 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Seattle. 
 
Prior Slow Religion Classes include: St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2017-8); the 
Gospel of St. John (2019-20); the Holy Spirit (2020); and the Foundations of 
Christian Faith (2020-21). 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
Proper 281     

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written  
for our learning:  
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,  
and inwardly digest them,  
that we may embrace and ever hold fast  
the blessed hope of everlasting life,  
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
1 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer pp.236 

St. Mark, Giorgio Vasari, 1570-71 
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MARK 142 
The Plot to Kill Jesus 
14 It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the 
scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus[a] by stealth and kill him; 2 for they said, “Not during the 
festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
 
The Anointing at Bethany 
3 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,[b] as he sat at the table, a woman came with 
an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on 
his head. 4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this 
way? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii,[c] and the money 
given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She 
has performed a good service for me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and you can show 
kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; 
she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good news[d] is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
 
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to 
them. 11 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began 
to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 
The Passover with the Disciples 
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, 
“Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 13 So he sent two 
of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow 
him, 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, 
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 16 So the disciples set out and went to the city and 
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 
17 When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had taken their places and were 
eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19 They began 
to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the 
twelve, one who is dipping bread[e] into the bowl[f] with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not 
to have been born.” 
 
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of 
them drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[g] covenant, which is poured out for 
many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” 
 
Peter’s Denial Foretold 
26 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You 
will all become deserters; for it is written, 
 
‘I will strike the shepherd, 

 
2 All Bible quotations and footnotes are from the New Revised Standard Version at Biblegateway.com New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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    and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
 
28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even though all become 
deserters, I will not.” 30 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 But he said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will 
not deny you.” And all of them said the same. 
 
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He 
took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 34 And he said to 
them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” 35 And going a little farther, he 
threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He 
said, “Abba,[h] Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but 
what you want.” 37 He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? 
Could you not keep awake one hour? 38 Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of 
trial;[i] the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying 
the same words. 40 And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; 
and they did not know what to say to him. 41 He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 
So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 Then they laid hands 
on him and arrested him. 47 But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. 48 Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to 
arrest me as though I were a bandit? 49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did 
not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 All of them deserted him and fled. 
 
51 A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, 52 
but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
 
Jesus before the Council 
53 They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 
assembled. 54 Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was 
sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56 For many gave false 
testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57 Some stood up and gave false testimony 
against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in 
three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 But even on this point their testimony did not 
agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it 
that they testify against you?” 61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, 
“Are you the Messiah,[j] the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and 
 

‘you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 

 
63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have heard 
his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving death. 65 Some began 
to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him 
over and beat him. 
 
 



Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 14 
  

Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 14 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 4 2/9/22 

Peter Denies Jesus 
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 67 When 
she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what you are talking about.” And he 
went out into the forecourt.[k] Then the cock crowed.[l] 69 And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began 
again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. Then after a little 
while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 71 But 
he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking about.” 72 At that 
moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, 
“Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
 
Footnotes 

Mark 14:1 Gk him 
Mark 14:3 The terms leper and leprosy can refer to several diseases 
Mark 14:5 The denarius was the usual day’s wage for a laborer 
Mark 14:9 Or gospel 
Mark 14:20 Gk lacks bread 
Mark 14:20 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) read same bowl 
Mark 14:24 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add new 
Mark 14:36 Aramaic for Father 
Mark 14:38 Or into temptation 
Mark 14:61 Or the Christ 
Mark 14:68 Or gateway 
Mark 14:68 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) lack Then the cock crowed 
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OVERVIEW3 
It is commonly recognized that Mark had access to a primitive source for Chapters 14-15, whether oral or 
written, embodying authentic historical remembrance, which he took virtually intact. The core elements of 
the story were that Jesus was betrayed, arrested at night, led to the high priest, condemned by Pilate, 
crucified, died on a cross, was buried, was raised from the dead, and his tomb was found empty.4 Mark 
added to this core story the anointing in Bethany (14:3-9), the preparation of the meal (14:12-17), the 
flight of the young man (14:51f), Simon of Cyrene (15:21f), the courage of Joseph of Arimathea (15:43), 
and the surprise of Pilate that Jesus was already dead (15:44f). 
 
14:1-2 The Plot to Kill Jesus 
The anointing in Bethany is presented in contrast to the chief priests and scribes who are plotting against 
Jesus (14:1), and Judas who is conspiring with them (14:10). 
 
14:3-9 The Anointing at Bethany 
The story may have originally been independent of the passion narrative. For Mark the story highlights 
three things: 

1. It shows the act to be based on the woman’s generosity in contrast to the penny-pinching 
bystanders. 

2. The woman “anoints” Jesus’ head to anticipate Jesus’ burial.  
3. Jesus’ is king – and kings are anointed.  Jesus in the unfolding passion story will be tried as a 

king, mocked as a king, and crucified with a sign saying he was a king of the Jews. 
 
The indignation of the disciples could have been motivated by: 

1. A female had full and free access to the meal attended by males 
2. The gift is presumably of significant value and pouring it on Jesus was less important than using it 

to help the poor. 
3. The woman’s access to Jesus physically. 

 
The pure devotion of the anonymous woman who anoints Jesus throws into bold relief the hostility and 
treachery of the chief priests and Judas. The woman also may have perceived Jesus as the poor man, 
the poor sufferer who was about to undergo great suffering and death. It may also indicate that Jesus was 
expecting a criminal’s death and burial in which there would be no opportunity to prepare his body. 
 
14:10-11 Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
Mark gives a simple explanation for Judas’ betrayal, money. He does not spend time on satanic 
inspiration as Matthew and Luke do. The tragedy is spelled out repeatedly, Judas, one of the Twelve, 
from within the community, is betraying Jesus. 
 
In Mark’s account Judas is fully responsible for the betrayal of Jesus. He displays icy resolve. He is not a 
victim of circumstances, or a pawn dominated by greater forces. He is a sovereign moral agent who freely 
chooses evil in “handing Jesus over” (Gk paradidomi). Paradidomi combines two essential truths about 
Jesus’ passion: the freely chosen evil of humanity and the overarching providence of God. Divine grace 
even uses evil for its saving purposes. 
 
14:12-21 The Passover with the Disciples 
Mark gives us the next time stamp in the narrative, the first day of the feast of the unleavened bread. This 
is the context for the Last Supper and our tradition of Communion since the earliest Christian movement.  
 

 
3 Overview sources include notes from Raymond E. Brown, James R. Edwards, William L. Lane, Bruce J. Malina and Richard L. 
Rohrbaugh, Ched Myers, Oxford Bible Commentary, and N.T. (Tom) Wright.  
4 Other examples of these early sources are in the Pauline letters (1 Cor 1:23f; 11:23-25; 15:3-5; Gal 6:14; 1 Tim 6:13) and early 
sermons in Acts (2:23-24; 3:13015; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39f; 13:28-30). 
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It is clear that Jesus has made all of the preparations for the Passover meal. This may have reflected the 
need to plan ahead because of the crowds in Jerusalem for Passover, or the need for secrecy so no one 
would know ahead of the event where he would be that evening.  
 
Psalm 41 seems to be the under gird the supper story. The approaching death of the Son of Man is in 
harmony with Scripture and sets Judas’ betrayal within the context of God’s design. But the heinousness 
of Judas’ act is not excused. While the Son of Man goes to his death in accordance with the divine will, on 
the other hand it would have been better if Judas had never been born. 
 
14:22-25 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
The Last Supper is narrated with brevity and thrift. The rich and symbolic elements of the Passover meal 
become subsumed by Jesus’ simple but momentous words of institution. The oral tradition, on which 
Mark draws, has already created a liturgical form in the early Jesus movement. From the earliest days of 
the Jesus movement the Last Supper has been regarded as the truest representation of its fellowship 
with Christ. Paul had written 15-20 years earlier: 
 

1 Cor 11:23-6 23 “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for[g] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

Footnote: 1 Corinthians 11:24 Other ancient authorities read is broken for 
 
When Jesus said “This is my body”: 
• The Aramaic (Jesus’ native language) behind body likely meant “my person”, “my whole being”, 

and/or “”my self”. 
• The Greek word for body is not sarx  or flesh, but soma, body or perhaps being. 
It is the gift of Jesus himself, wholly and unreserved, in his self-offering for the disciples. They may feed 
on him by faith whenever they gather for table fellowship in his name. 
 
14:23-24 It is unlikely that the words in Mark connote a change in the substance of the wine and the 
bread. That is a medieval theological doctrine of transubstantiation.  
 
14:24 “The blood of the covenant” statement is the climax of the meal. Jesus is connecting his blood with 
the blood of the covenant in Exodus 24:3-8 where Moses throws the blood from the sacrifice to YHWH on 
the people of Israel. That covenant was sealed with the blood of the sacrificial animal. The new covenant 
is sealed with Jesus’ blood which is not thrown on the people but imbibed into believers. 
 
This is Jesus first gift to the disciples – the pledge of his abiding presence with them in spite of his 
betrayal and death, The first word thus anticipates the resurrection and the real presence of the Lord at 
the celebration of the eucharist.  Mark is presenting Jesus as the eschatological paschal lamb who is 
being sacrificed in atonement for the sins of many.  
 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial Foretold 
At the heart of this event are individuals who are trusted members of Jesus inner circle of friends who will 
desert him. The sin that necessitates the sending of God’s son, that Jesus pours out his life as an offering 
over, is not collective sin – it is individual sin not done by Caligula or Nero, but by Jesus’ own disciples.  
This insertion, like the passion predictions before, tell the reader that Jesus knows what is going to 
happen in the coming hours and that he will be reunited with his disciples after the resurrection. Peter’s 
explosive protest indicates that Peter found Jesus’ comment in 14:27 offensive and he failed to 
hear/understand what would happen after the resurrection. Peter’s confession of loyalty and willingness 
to suffer highlights the complete breakdown of the disciples in the coming hours. 
 
But Jesus assures his disciples that he will be raised from the dead and meet them again in Galilee: 
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14:28 “But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 
 
Somehow, Jesus sees past the betrayals, crucifixion, and resurrection to regathering his disciples in 
Galilee where it all started. It is there, not in Jerusalem or in the Temple, that the resurrected Jesus will 
return and reclaim his fallen disciples. The prophecy that the disciples will desert Jesus and be scattered 
is counterbalanced by the promise to regroup in Galilee after the resurrection.   
 
JWJ NOTE: A post resurrection reference – mirrored in Chapter 16 appears here in 145.  It is different 
from Jesus’ earlier statements on being raised on the third day and has the specific reference on what he 
will do after the resurrection, go to Galilee.  
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
Mark’s story of Jesus in the garden is not like the Greek story of Socrates at his death. Nor is it a typical 
Jewish martyrdom story. The Platonic story has a cool and detached Socrates teaching right up to the 
moment of his death. The early Christian movement knew that the disciples had failed Jesus in the 
Garden. A burden of shame rests of the inner three, Peter, James and John, and Mark may be telling his 
congregation that the orders to watch and pray apply to all followers. 
 
Jesus experiences shuddering horror, and he is appalled and deeply troubled. Mark understood 
Gethsemane to be the critical moment in Jesus’ life when the full meaning of his submission to the Father 
confronted him. The dreadful sorrow and anxiety, out of which the prayer for the cup to pass him by 
springs, is not an expression of fear before a dark destiny. It is rather the horror of the one who lives 
wholly for the Father at the prospect of being alienation from God which is entailed in the judgement upon 
sin which Jesus assumes. Jesus’ horror in the garden anticipates the cry of dereliction on the cross 
(15:34). Jesus went to the garden to be with the Father in prayer, but instead found hell opening up 
before him and he staggered. 
 
The metaphor of the “cup” creates the tension between grace and judgement (Isaiah 51:17-23 and 
Jeremiah 49:12). Jesus confesses God’s ability, “for you all things are possible” (15:36) and has the firm 
resolve to submit to God’s will. So in the metaphor of the cup Jesus sees himself confronted by the 
judgement of God not a cruel destiny. 
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
Starting with the arrest of Jesus all four Gospel’s converge on an oral account which must have pre-dated 
them all.  
 
Judas plays several key roles in the arrest: he knows where Jesus will be, he leads the arresting party to 
that location, and he identifies Jesus in the night from the other disciples and followers. The secret signal, 
the surprise attack at night, and the armed contingent imply that the authorities expected an armed 
resistance. 
 
When the disciples realize that Jesus is determined not to fight or evade the arresting party they flee for 
their lives and desert him. The shepherd is seized, and the sheep are scattered. 
 
14:51-2 may have been modeled on Joseph’s story with Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:12). Mark’s audience 
may have recognized their own experiences when fleeing arresting parties at night – and the young 
man’s linen under garment would have implied he was an upper-class male.  The episode of the young 
man who evades capture by running away naked introduces two new terms “young man” and “linen 
cloth”. Joseph will wrap Jesus’ body in a “linen cloth” (15:46) and the “young man” seated in the tomb is 
dressed in a linen robe, which is a symbol of a martyr. 
 
 
 

 
5 14:28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 16:7 “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 
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14:53-65 Jesus before the Council 
Most scholars believe that Mark’s account of the arrest, trial and execution of Jesus is based on a core of 
relatively reliable historical tradition. It is also widely believed that in his presentation Mark tries to 
minimize Roman culpability while maximizing the role of the Jewish authorities. 
 
The Jewish and Roman trials are mirror images of each other and thus in structure imply that both parties 
are equally at fault and possibly collaborating to try and execute Jesus. 
 
The essence of the charges against Jesus are: 

• He is a false prophet leading Israel astray. 
• He has claimed authority over the Temple and prophesied it was under judgement and would be 

destroyed. 
• He is claiming royal authority. 

 
Hence the trial comes to a head over item #3, with the Chief priest asking if Jesus is the Messiah, the son 
of the Blessed One. Marks’ sense of irony here is that the Chief Priest finally gets who Jesus is – and 
does not believe it. 
 
Jesus’ refusal to answer (14:60-61) leads to a direct question about his identity. “Are you the Messiah, the 
Son of the Blessed One?” For the first time in Mark’s gospel, Jesus now openly acknowledges his 
identity. Secrecy is no longer commanded. The reason for Mark may be that the context provides a true 
hermeneutical6 key: the one who is the Messiah, the Son of God, is the one who stands prisoner in the 
dock and is about to be condemned to death. True messiahship, true divine sonship for Mark means 
obedience, suffering and death. 
 
For Mark the idea of the Son of Man from Daniel provides the proper key to any talk of Jesus as the 
Messiah. Son of Man implies obedience, suffering and subsequent vindication. One who has been 
obedient to the cross will ultimately be vindicated by God. Further the predictions of Jesus have been 
fulfilled in the passion itself – these serve to validate the prediction of the resurrection. 
 
These two statements constitute the basis for Caiaphas’ blasphemy charge. Jesus says yes, I am a true 
prophet, yes what I said about the Temple is true, yes, I am the Messiah, and yes you will see me 
vindicated and I will share the throne of Israel with God. The con of man is standing before the chief priest 
of the Temple and Israel declaring that God will prove him right and the Sanhedrin Council/court wrong 
 
14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus 
Jesus retains his integrity at the cost of his life. Peter loses his integrity to save his life. The two stories 
are played as simultaneous events. 
 
The most plausible source of the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus is Peter himself. It shows his actions in 
the context of the trial. Peter’s denial of a relationship with Jesus showed that his anxiety for his own 
safety was more important. The fact that the crowd can identify Peter as a Galilean from his accent bring 
a further denial. And his swearing corresponds with Jesus being spit upon and beaten. 
 
Peter’s example is a warning to disciples, then and now, that faithful witness to Jesus is most important, 
and most easily betrayed, in simple ordinary actions and words. Mark uses Peter’s story to remind his 
persecuted congregation in Rome that not even the best Christian or lead apostle is immune to apostasy 
or beyond the promise of grace. The church can be honest about sin because it is so convinced about 
God’s grace. “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more.” (Romans 5:20) 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Hermeneutical: the study of the methodological principles of interpretation (as of the Bible) 2 : a method or principle of 
interpretation a philosophical hermeneutic. Source: Merriam-Webster 
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REFLECTION 
 

• Jesus’ submission to the Father 
• Judas, Peter, and the disciple’s betrayal of Jesus 
• True messiahship, and divine sonship for Mark means obedience, suffering and death 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, you gave to your servant Mark, the Evangelist,  
special gifts of grace to teach the truth  
of your unconditional Mercy, Justice and Love for all peoples. 
Grant that by this teaching, we may faithfully live into our prayer and worship of you. 

Lord, have Mercy 
Christ, have Mercy 
Love, have Mercy. Amen 

The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun 
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NOTES  
 
Gospel Comparison7 
Pericopes highlighted are those which appear in the Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke) and in 
some cases also John. 
 

Pericopes Mark Matthew Luke John 
Jesus' Death is Premeditated 14:1-2 26:1-5 22:1-2  
The Anointing in Bethany 14:3-9 26:6-13 7:36-50 12:1-8 

The Betrayal by Judas 14:10-11 26:14-16 22:3-6  

Preparation for the Passover 14:12-17 26:17-20 22:7-14  

Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 14:18-21 26:21-25 22:21-23 13:21-30 

The Last Supper 14:22-25 26:26-29 22:15-20  

Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 14:18-21 26:21-25 22:21-23 13:21-30 

Precedence among the Disciples and the 
Reward of Discipleship 

10:41-45 20:24-28 
19:28 

22:24-30  

Peter's Denial Predicted 14:26-31 26:30-35 22:31-34 13:36-38 

Jesus in Gethsemane 14:32-42 26:36-46 22:39-46 18:1 
12:27 

Jesus Arrested 14:43-52 26:47-56 22:47-53 18:2-12 

Jesus before the Sanhedrin  14:53-65 26:57-68 22:54-71 18:13-24 

Peter's Denial 14:66-72 26:69-75 22:56-62 18:25-27 
 
  

 
7 Source: https://www.gospelparallels.com/gospelparallels.html#1 



Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 14 
  

Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 14 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 11 2/9/22 

GEOGRAPHY OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Chapter 14 
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VIDEOS 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, as read by David Suchet, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOgcMQXvSc\ 
 
Yale Divinity School: Introduction to Gospel of St. Mark, Introduction to New Testament (RLST 152), 
Spring 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd5sXfFboxA 
 
Yale Bible Study Series: Yale Divinity School Professor Emeritus David L. Bartlett and Minister Allen R. 
Hilton discuss the Gospel of Mark (1 of 8), 2009 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SV28dpVr5I&list=PLBAB8086DE927F07F&index=48 
 
The Gospel of St. Mark, NT Wright, 2012 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5nQAsscxM&list=PLfJJCBFpVGpjUGXS71Wwpz6MyNqWUmQ6Y 
 
Udemy Course: Gospel of St. Mark, N.T. Wright, 2021 
https://www.udemy.com/course/gospel-of-mark/learn/lecture/27438788?start=0#overview 
 
The Gospel of Mark, Paula Gooder (1 of 2), 2012 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyV2tuE84FA 
 
Great Courses: David Brakke, Ph.D., M.Div., Understanding the New Testament, Jesus as the Suffering 
Son of Man in Mark, Available through Kanopy or at 
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/understanding-the-new-testament 
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Raymond E. Brown, Introduction to the New Testament Notes 
 
14:1-1 The Plot to Kill Jesus, The Anointing at Bethany, Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
Markan sandwich:  

• Plot of the authorities  
• Anointing of Jesus 
• Judas’ treachery 

 
The anointing of Jesus prepares his body before his death – and the anointing tells the reader that the 
Sanhedrin plat is going to succeed. 
 
14:12-21 The Passover with the Disciples 
The preparation for the Passover supper not only supplies a ritual context for Jesus’ actions during the 
Last Supper, but also demonstrates Jesus’ ability to foretell the future. Jesus also goes on to predict what 
Judas and Peter will do in betraying him. 
 
14:22-31 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper, Peter’s Denial Foretold 
Mark provides a very brief description of the Last Supper. Jesus offers a stark difference with Judas in 
Jesus’ self-giving in the eucharistic blessing of the bread and wine as his body and blood. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
Begins the suffering portion of Mark’s passion narrative.  Jesus moves from supper to the Mount of 
Olives—the predictions of Peter’s denial and the disciples flight set a tragic tone. The elements of failure 
and abandonment is stronger in Mark than other Gospels. The isolation of Jesus is dramatized in three 
steps: as he moves away from the body of the disciples; from the chosen three; and then falls to earth 
alone to ask the Father three times to take the cup away from him, a cup of suffering that in 10:39 he had 
challenged hid\s disciples to drink.  
 
When the Father is silent, and the disciples are asleep, Jesus accepts God’s will and proclaims that now 
the Son of Man is to be given over to sinners, as he had three times predicted.   
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
The first step in giving over is when Judas with a kiss gives him over to the armed crowd that comes with 
the chief priests and scribes. The disciples flee as well as an un-named naked follower who may 
symbolize failure. 
 
14:53-72 Jesus before the Council, Peter Denies Jesus 
The arresting party gives Jesus over to the Sanhedrin at the home of the Chief Priest. Mark switches 
back and forth between Jesus’ trial and Peter’s experience of denying the Lord outside in the Chief 
Priest’s house’s courtyard. 
 
The authorities do not believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God or able to destroy the temple. 
But they seek to kill him as a threat to their power and society. The Markan community may have heard 
the debates, public and legal, that dominate their own community within the Jewish and Gentile city 
contexts, and the condemnation of Jesus by the Jewish authorities as the reason God later has the 
Romans destroy Jerusalem in the Temple in 70 CE. 
 
Harper Collins Study Bible, NRSV Version Notes 
14:1-11 The Plot to Kill Jesus, The Anointing at Bethany, Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
The anointing of Jesus is illuminated against the conspiracy to capture and kill Jesus. The plot is 
instigated by the chief priests and the scribes. They see arresting Jesus should not happen during the 
festival for fear of the crowds turning against them. Not openly or in public. 
 
Judas’ intent and motivation are not revealed (or possibly known by Mark). 
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14:12-25 The Passover with the Disciples, The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
Took, blessing, broke and gave is reminiscent of the feedings of the multitudes. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
The contrast between the spirit and the flesh show how difficult it can be for followers to live up to their 
statements of faith under stress.  Abba is Aramaic for Father or Papa. 
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
Being kissed by a betrayer is ironic – and it is not a standard greeting between a disciple and a teacher. 
 
14:53-72 Jesus before the Council, Peter Denies Jesus 
The two interrogations are interwoven: Jesus before the Sanhedrin and Peter before the people around 
the fire. The high priest uses his question to use the terms Messiah and the Son of the Blessed One in 
regard to Jesus. They will become central to the Christian proclamation by the early Jesus movement. 
I AM – connotes Dan 7:13-14 and avoids using God’s name verbally. 
 
Oxford Bible Commentary Notes 
It is thought that Mark’s  passion narrative is from an older oral tradition to which he has made some 
additions.  It also is an integral story line within Mark – it serves as the pinnacle of the gospel. Mark’s 
narrative is very stark and unadorned. But early Christians viewed Jesus’ passion as something the 
scriptures predicted. 
 
14:1-2 The Plot to Kill Jesus 
The Jewish authorities plot to now act during the festival for fear of disturbance or crowd reaction.  
 
14:3-9 The Anointing at Bethany 
The story may have originally been independent of the passion narrative. For Mark the story highlights 
three things: 

• It shows the act to be based on the woman’s generosity in contrast to the penny-pinching 
bystanders. 

• The woman “anoints” Jesus’ head to anticipate Jesus’ burial.  
• Jesus’ is king – and kings are anointed.  Jesus in the unfolding passion story will be tried as a 

king, mocked as a king, and crucified with a sign saying he was a king of the Jews. 
 
14:10-11 Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
No details are given as to why Judas betrayed to the authorities. We don’t actually know Judas’ 
motivations or feelings.  Judas’ action is described as “betraying” or “handing over” Jesus. The Greek 
verb is also used in the predictions – the predictions implied that Judas’ treachery is part of God’s plan. 
So did the authorities change their plans because of Judas’ agreeing to betray Jesus during the festival? 
 
14:12-21 The Passover with the Disciples 
The arguments that this is a Passover meal: the meal is eaten at night, wine is drunk, participants recline, 
Jesus interprets some elements of the meal, and a hymn is sung at the end 
The arguments that this is not a Passover meal: no mention of bitter herbs, no Passover lamb, no 
explanation of the ritual 
When did the meal occur is important because it determines what day Jesus died – Mark’s gospel 
assumes that Jesus died before Passover. 
Jesus’ prediction that one of the disciples will betray him gets an unusual response: the disciples ask, “is 
it me?” rather than “who is it?” 
 
14:22-25 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
The oral traditions of the Last Supper and the early church communion are quite strong. Paul wrote 1 Cor 
11:23-26 in the early 50s CE: 
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Cor 11:23-26  23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for[a] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Footnotes 
1 Corinthians 11:24 Other ancient authorities read is broken for 
 
Mark 14:22-25 22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke 
it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving 
thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of 
the[g] covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

 
Matthew’s version relies on Mark’s. Luke’s version may have reflected Paul and Mark’s. 
 
“Take; this is my body.”  Body in Greek is soma, which can mean physical body, but also “person” or 
“self”. In Aramaic there is no word equivalent to the Greek word “is”. Thus in Aramaic there may have 
been no direct connection between Jesus’ body and the bread. It is likely to have meant that sharing the 
bread serves to unite the disciples, and future followers of Jesus, with Jesus. Eating bread is some kind 
of prophetic sign. It enables Jesus and the disciples to be one and share Jesus’ cause. 
 
For Mark, no doubt the eating of the bread enables the presence of the risen Lord to be shared and 
experienced by the post-Easter Christians. 
 
For Jesus he may have been trying to unite his followers before the crisis that was coming. Part of huis 
subsequent desolation may then have been due to their failure to stick with him and his having to face his 
fate in total isolation. 
 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial Foretold 
This story is probably a composite 14:27b-28 are a likely insertion by Mark. The story reflects Mark’s 
theme that Jesus has full knowledge of what is to come and a reliable predictor of the future.  
 
Peter’s denial is the climax of the disciples’ failure of faith and understanding of Jesus. 14:28 “But after I 
am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Is the indicator that there is an ongoing story after the 
crucifixion. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane is one of the most powerful and poignant Gospel stories. Its historicity has 
been questioned (How could the disciples know what happened while they were asleep and when would 
Jesus have told anyone?) However it is a deeply embedded oral tradition that is manifest in all of the 
Gospels. Further the story of Jesus doubting his willingness to die for God is unlikely to have been added 
by later Christians. 
 
The oral tradition must have seen that Jesus experienced disappointment that his disciples had fled, and 
his mission was now a failure. He now finds himself totally alone. For Mark, the story has been about 
Jesus growing isolation and how first the crowds, then his disciples and finally God, all leave him. 
 
The story shows signs of non-historical elements, Jesus getting up twice but returning three times, and 
his prayer to God (most likely an early Jesus movement addition).  
 
Jesus’ prayer reflects the Lord’s Prayer showing a close intimacy with God the Father, calling God Abba, 
which points more to God’s role as Father than Jesus as his son. It is a sonship of obedience and 
submission to God’s will hot his own. The cup reference is probably an image of intense suffering (10:38-
39) rather than a divine punishment for sins for such ideas are not present in Mark. 
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In the end, Jesus shows the way to upholding God’s will and the disciples show how they fail at doing 
God’s will, “stay awake”. 
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
Starting with the arrest of Jesus all four Gospel’s converge on an oral account which must have pre-dated 
them all.  Judas’ kiss as a sign of who to arrest highlights his treachery and betrayal.  The disciples 
scattering, running a way, matches Jesus’ predictions about the shepherd and his sheep. 
 
14:53-65 Jesus before the Council 
The historicity of the trial sequence is questionable. If it is a formal trial as Mark suggests, then the 
authorities break a number of procedures: holding the trial on a feast day; not having a second trial a day 
later to confirm the sentence (required in capital cases); and Jesus being condemned to death for 
blasphemy, when technically he has hot committed blasphemy (Mark 14:64). 
 
If the trial does not occur on Passover, as Mark suggests, then at least one of the problems is eliminated. 
It is not clear if Mark was aware of these procedural issues.  
 
It is also not clear how Jesus movement people would have found out what was actually said and done in 
the trial. None of them were there. Peter was outside and it is questionable what he could have heard. 
Compounding all of this was the early Jesus movement belief that Jesus was innocent of all charges.  
 
Mark sets up an underlying theme of irony in the trial: what is at one level false, is at a deeper level true. 
Witnesses cannot agree on Jesus’ claim to tear down the Temple and rebuild it in 3 days. Jesus was 
referring to himself as a replacement for the Temple, and his body and the coming resurrection. Later 
Christians will view this as the emergence of the church after the resurrection. 

14:60-64 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against you?” 61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah,[j] the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and 
 

‘you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 
 

63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have 
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving death.  
Footnote: 
(j) Mark 14:61 Or the Christ 

 
Jesus’ refusal to answer (14:60-61) leads to a direct question about his identity. “Are you the Messiah, the 
Son of the Blessed One?” For the first time in Mark’s gospel, Jesus now openly acknowledges his 
identity. Secrecy is no longer commanded. The reason for Mark may be that the context provides a true 
hermeneutical8 key: the one who is the Messiah, the Son of God, is the one who stands prisoner in the 
dock and is about to be condemned to death. True messiahship, true divine sonship for Mark means 
obedience, suffering and death. 
 
For Mark the idea of the Son of Man from Daniel provides the proper key to any talk of Jesus as the 
Messiah. Son of Man implies obedience, suffering and subsequent vindication. One who has been 
obedient to the cross will ultimately be vindicated by God. Further the predictions of Jesus have been 
fulfilled in the passion itself – these serve to validate the prediction of the resurrection. 
 
14:61-62 Reflect key elements of Mark’s narrative – it is difficult to prove they are historical. Open 
messianic claims by Jesus are rare in the gospels and their historicity is suspect. The most one can say is 

 
8 Hermeneutical: the study of the methodological principles of interpretation (as of the Bible) 2 : a method or principle of 
interpretation a philosophical hermeneutic. Source: Merriam-Webster 
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that Jesus must have been confronted by such claims at his trial and at the very least refused to deny 
them. 
 
14:64 The high priest claims that Jesus has blasphemed. Strictly speaking he has not. Blasphemy 
technically involved uttering the divine name and this Jesus has scrupulously avoided doing. The legal 
details do not matter to Mark. He knew that Jesus’ identity as the Messiah was the key issue in the “trial” 
and he clearly believed that the Sanhedrin convicted Jesus of blasphemy and condemned him to death 
because they had already decided what the outcome was going to be. 
 
14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus 
The prediction and then story of Peter’s threefold denial of Jesus, sandwiched around the trial of Jesus 
highlights Jesus’ knowledge of what was going to happen, and Jesus’ steadfastness and Peter’s 
capitulation to pressures. Peter’s tears of remorse and contrition and any sequel are left unspoken. This 
is Peter’s last appearance in the gospel through 16:7. 
 
James R. Edwards, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, The 
Gospel According to Mark, Notes 
It is likely that the passion (Latin for suffering) of Jesus was a well-formed oral tradition before Mark or 
any of the other gospel writers wrote. The general theme of Chapter 14 is the abandonment of Jesus by 
the crowds, his disciples and finally God. The chapter also shows how the hostility of the Pharisees (3:6; 
11:18; 12:12) has metastasized into the Sanhedrin, the Roman overlords, and the population. All of the 
disciples betray and flee from Jesus. Jesus is accused, assailed scorned and alone and silent. 
 
14:1-2 The Plot to Kill Jesus 
“Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread” sets the scene somewhat independently of Chapter 13 
and previous Temple-centric scenes. It launches a new chain of events starting with the Sanhedrin 
plotting to capture and kill Jesus. 
 
14:3-9 The Anointing at Bethany 
The Markan sandwich now highlights an unnamed woman’s devotion to Jesus as she anoints his body for 
burial. 14:3 “She broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head” which means the vessel could 
never be used again and represents the totality of her gift. 
 
Mark is also using his insider/outsider theme in this passage: 

• Bethany in outside Jerusalem 
• Simon the former leper had suffered ritual impurity and been an outsider from Jewish society 
• The woman, a non-disciple and not accepted in society,  anointing Jesus represents that woman 

were not considered equal in society 
• The outsider woman’s act of insight and generosity stands in great contrast to the insider’s 

disciples lack of understanding and belief 
 
The unnamed woman deems Jesus’ worthy of her sacrifice whereas the disciples do not. Jesus judges 
her by motive not appearance – he defends her as someone who did what she was able to do, much as 
he explained and defended the widow’s mite. 

14:7 “For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you 
wish;” 

 
14:7 should not be taken as Jesus’ is indifferent to the poor. The essential issue in verse 7 is not the poor 
but the woman. She is the one who recognizes the immeasurable gift of Jesus what is about to be killed. 
She is showing her love of God before her love of her neighbors – the poor. The extravagance of her gift 
shows that she alone understands Jesus’ incommensurable worth. 
 
14:8-9 The unnamed woman understands and acts on Jesus’ predictions of his death, while the disciples 
do not. Jesus expects that his body may be thrown to the dogs or cast into a common burial pit – and the 
woman has anointed him before his death because he may not be taken care of after. 
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Mark seems to reject the idea that she is anointing him for kingship, the title Messiah means “anointed 
one” in in Hebrew. Regal anointing required oil not perfume. The concept of Messiah is much less 
important to Mark than Son of God. The combined evidence points to an anointment for burial rather than 
kingship is Mark’s intent. 
 
At a deeper level the woman perceives the mystery of the gospel is revealed in Jesus’ death. The good 
news and Jesus’ passion are linked. 
 
14:10-11 Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
Unlike the Matthew and Luke, Mark does not say that Satan caused Judas’ betrayal. There is no mention 
of Satan in 14:10-11. Judas profited from the betrayal, is acting in a premeditated manner, and prevents 
forgiveness when he commits suicide. In Mark’s account Judas is fully responsible for the betrayal of 
Jesus. He displays icy resolve. He is not a victim of circumstances, or a pawn dominated by greater 
forces. He is a sovereign moral agent who freely chooses evil in “handing Jesus over” (Gk paradidomi). 
Paradidomi combines two essential truths about Jesus’ passion: the freely chosen evil of humanity and 
the overarching providence of God. Divine grace even uses evil for its saving purposes. 
 
14:12-21 The Passover with the Disciples 
The preparation for Passover parallels the preparation for entrance into Jerusalem. In both cases Jesus 
shows his knowledge and complete governance of events as his “hour” (14:35) approaches. Jesus is not 
a tragic hero caught in events beyond his control. There is no hint of desperation, fear, or anger. He does 
not cower or retreat – he acts with sovereign authority and freedom to follow a course he has freely 
chosen in accordance with God’s plan. 
 
Markan Sandwich: 
A: Betrayal of disciples (14:17-21) 
B: Last Supper (14:22-26) 
A: Defection of disciples (14:27-31) 
 
Jesus foreshadows the treachery before the Last Supper portion of the Passover Meal. He does not 
mention Judas and his ambiguity leads to soul searching by all present. In a formal sense there is only 
one traitor, but all of them will betray Jesus in the coming hours by deserting him. 

14:21 “For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 

 
Jesus uses the Son of Man as a title for himself. He is utilizing the language of Daniel 7 and adds “goes 
as it is written of him” which carries with it divine purpose. There is no place in the pre-Christian tradition 
where the Son of Man is destined to suffer. The title, “Son of Man”, Jesus is linking to other readings: 
 
Servant of the Lord  
Isaiah 53:6, 10 

53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
 
53:10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.[e] 
When you make his life an offering for sin,[f] 
    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 

 
 
Suffering Servant of the Lord  
Isaiah 53:4, 12 

53:4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
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    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
    struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 
53:12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 
What is important to understand is that both Jesus and Judas are free agents. They have free will and 
even though Jesus goes in accordance with God’s predetermined will – the betrayer is not exonerated. 
Neither Jesus nor Judas re an instrument of blind fate or a pawn of divine strategy. Divine providence 
neither cancels free will nor relieves responsibility for moral choices. In one act Jesus is delivered 
up/betrayed – he is employed in God’s holy and necessary purpose and betrayed by Judas to his 
enemies. 
 
14:22-25 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
The Last Supper is narrated with brevity and thrift. The rich and symbolic elements of the Passover meal 
become subsumed by Jesus’ simple but momentous words of institution. The oral tradition, on which 
Mark draws, has already created a liturgical form in the early Jesus movement. From the earliest days of 
the Jesus movement the Last Supper has been regarded as the truest representation of its fellowship 
with Christ. 
 
Paul had written 15-20 years earlier: 

1 Cor 11:23-6 23 “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for[g] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

Footnote: 1 Corinthians 11:24 Other ancient authorities read is broken for 
 
Mark writes: 

14:22-25 22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave 
it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 
gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[g] 
covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

Footnote: Mark 14:24 Other ancient authorities add new 
 
When Jesus said “This is my body”: 
• The Aramaic (Jesus’ native language) behind body likely meant “my person”, “my whole being”, 

and/or “”my self”. 
• The Greek word for body is not sarx  or flesh, but soma, body or perhaps being. 
It is the gift of Jesus himself, wholly and unreserved, in his self-offering for the disciples. They may feed 
on him by faith whenever they gather for table fellowship in his name. 
 
The verb “is” has been the subject of much debate and division within the church. The actual Aramaic 
would have been “This, my body,” with “is” implied. To use the word represents weakens the relationship 
between Jesus and the bread. The verb is ideally understood as a metaphor, “The bread means or 
conveys my body.” 
 
14:23-24 It is unlikely that the words in Mark connote a change in the substance of the wine and the 
bread. That is a medieval theological doctrine of transubstantiation.  
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All, “and I of them drank from it”. The All echoes down through the chapter: 

• They all drank (14:23) 
• They all swear allegiance to Jesus (14:31) 
• The “all fell away” (14:27) 
• They “all fled” (14:50) 

 
The original Last Supper is attended by cowards and traitors, it not a table of merit, it is a table of grace. 

14:24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[g] covenant, which is poured out for many.” 
Footnote: Mark 14:24 Other ancient authorities add new 

 
14:24 “The blood of the covenant” statement is the climax of the meal. Jesus is connecting his blood with 
the blood of the covenant in Exodus 24:3-8 where Moses throws the blood from the sacrifice to YHWH on 
the people of Israel. That covenant was sealed with the blood of the sacrificial animal. The new covenant 
is sealed with Jesus’ blood which is not thrown on the people but imbibed into believers. 
 
Jesus’ blood is “poured out for many” all present and future believers, including the sinners, transgressors 
and lawless who will turn to him. 
 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial Foretold 
Mark now addresses the second side of the sandwich – Peter’s betrayal. If Peter was a source for Mark, 
Peter commends himself by telling the good, the bad and the ugly in Chapter 14. Jesus quotes: 

Zech 13:7 “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
    against the man who is my associate,” 
says the Lord of hosts. 
Strike the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered; 
    I will turn my hand against the little ones.  

 
The passage provides insight into Jesus’ understanding of his passion: that his suffering was ordained by 
God, in the words of the Servant of the Lord: 

Isa 53:10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.[e] 
When you make his life an offering for sin,[f] 
    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
Footnote: Isaiah 53:10 Meaning of Heb uncertain 

 
But Jesus assures his disciples that he will be raised from the dead and meet them again in Galilee: 

14:28 “But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 
 
Somehow, Jesus sees past the betrayals, crucifixion, and resurrection to regathering his disciples in 
Galilee where it all started. It is there, not in Jerusalem or in the Temple, that the resurrected Jesus will 
return and reclaim his fallen disciples. 
 
Peter’s rebuttal that he will stay with Jesus is rebuked by Jesus, who tells him he will deny Jesus three 
times before the cock crows twice. 
 
At the heart of this event are individuals who are trusted members of Jesus inner circle of friends who will 
desert him. The sin that that necessitates the sending of God’s son, that Jesus pours out his life as an 
offering over, is not collective sin – it is individual sin not done by Caligula or Nero, but by Jesus’ own 
disciples. The essential evil in the world, and the essential atonement for the evil of the world are present 
at the table of the Lord’s Supper, whenever it is celebrated. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
According to Mark the decision to submit to the Father’s will causes Jesus greater internal suffering than 
the physical suffering of the crucifixion.  The cross (8:34) is a matter of the heart before it is a physical 
reality – it is a matter of will before being an empirical reality. 
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Jesus prays alone 3 times in Mark (1:35; 6:46; 14:35-39) all are set in times of decision and crisis, and 
none more so than Chapter 14. In the garden Jesus is afflicted with intense spiritual affliction: distressed 
and troubled implying despair unto death.  
 
Withdrawing from his three closest disciples Jesus collapses on the earth and prays that the ordeal might 
be avoided (14:35). Nothing in all of the Bible compares to Jesus’ agony and anguish in Gethsemane 
Garden.  It surpasses the laments in the Psalms, Abraham’s broken heart as he prepares to sacrifice 
Isaac, and David’s grief over the death of his son Absalom. 
 
The grim realism of Gethsemane is a guarantee of its historicity. It is hard to imagine the early Jesus 
movement inventing such a story of torment. The question is why does Jesus hesitate before committing 
to the final steps to trial and death? 
 
Jesus may see it as facing more than just his own death. In 10:45 he spoke of “giving his life as a ransom 
for many” – that was the objective description, and we are now moving to the subjective experience. 
Jesus’ first payment on the ransom is to have the will to become the sin-bearer for humanity. He is 
standing before the consequence of being the suffering Servant of God – “pierced for our transgressions, 
crushed for our iniquities.” (Isa 53:4-5) 
 
Jesus experiences abandonment and darkness of cosmic proportions. The worst prospect of becoming 
the sin-bearer for humanity is that it spells complete alienation from God. He will shortly say, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) Is being the aim of God’s wrath against all sin what 
overwhelms Jesus? 
 
14:36 and 41, the “cup” and the “hour” are apocalyptic language associated with the end time (Dan 11:40, 
45).  
 
Only in Mark does Jesus use the term “Abba” a term of intimacy and trust, that is not characteristic of 
Aramaic Jewish prayers. His exousia, the divine power and authority, have now returned to the Father. 
He has self-surrender to death and evil. He displays his heart and God’s will in a uniquely human 
interplay. The fundamental humanness of the prayer, “take this cup away from me”, is evident in his 
imploring God not to strike the shepherd (Jesus). Is it possible to fulfil God’s will  in all ways but this one 
or in some other way? (Jesus may be thinking of Abraham with the dagger raised above his son.)  
 
The plea of Jesus suggests that he is genuinely tempted to forsake the role of the suffering servant. 
However, his will to obey God exceeds his desire to serve/save himself. He has disavowed exit ramps 
from his ministry that led to personal safety. He has aimed at the cross, embraced the suffering 
servanthood and conformed his will to God’s to undergo his baptism (10:38), accept the cup (14:36) and 
meet the hour (14:35). He ends with “Not what I want, but what you will.” 
 
The disciples fail Jesus at this final stage of freedom. The admonition to “watch and pray” for “the spirit is 
willing, but the body is weak” is a reminder that trusting and obeying God are not default responses but 
ongoing struggles against temptation and weakness – for the disciples and all of us. 
 
In the garden Jesus experiences God’s silence – it is up to him alone to have the will to follow through. 
The angels are not attending him as in the wilderness. He is alone and he choses to persevere. The 
garden conceals that when Jesus is most alone and excluded from God’s presence is when he is fulfilling 
God’s will. 
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
The plot now unfolds: Judas betrays Jesus to an armed crowd sent by the chief priests, scribes, and 
elders. He is betrayed by a kiss. Jesus does not address Judas – he addresses the armed crowd – 14:48-
49 “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 49 Day after day I 
was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” This 
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passage, “day after day I was with you in the temple teaching” may imply that Jesus was at the Temple 
longer than a week. 
 
The disciples are represented in the scene in two places: 

• 14:43 “Judas, one of the twelve” is the one who directly betrays Jesus. 
• 14:50-52 “50 All of them deserted him and fled. 51 A certain young man was following him, 

wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran 
off naked.” 

Their desertion is the climax of the scene and leaves Jesus alone with his enemies. 
 
The sword incident is recorded, but it is not clear in Mark who cut the chief priest’s slave. Jesus’ non-
violent response to the arrest deflates the crowd and their arms. There is no known identity of the follower 
who escapes naked. His lack of identity invites the reader into the story – how do we desert Jesus in 
times of great stress? 
 
14:53-65 Jesus before the Council 
Markan Sandwich on Bearing Witness under Persecution 
A: 14:53-54 Peter follows Jesus’ arrest from a distance 
B: 14:55-65 Jesus’ trial 
A: 14:66-72 Peter’s denial of Jesus 
 
Jesus is arraigned before the entire Sanhedrin at the house of the Chief Priest. The trial is grossly 
problematic: 

• The Sanhedrin has authority over religious matters, but it is doubtful it has the power to convict 
and execute anyone. 

• In capital cases with a guilty verdict the Sanhedrin is required to sit on the second day to review 
the trial and the sentence 

• Both trials have to take place during the daytime and not on the Sabbath or a festival 
• A charge of blasphemy could not be upheld unless the accused cursed God’s name itself 
• Death for blasphemy was done by stoning with the body then hung on a tree 

 
It is most plausible that the Sanhedrin short circuited the procedures and contravened the law in order to 
expedite Jesus’ execution by the Roman governor. 
 
14:56-59 The Sanhedrin is looking for evidence against Jesus. The problem is that the witnesses cannot 
agree. And Jesus does not speak. The only charge that Mark repeats is that he would destroy the Temple 
and rebuild it in three days. It is a serious charge. Jesus maintaining his silence in the face of fraudulent 
charges makes strategic sense. Jesus is not giving the court any words to turn against him. He is also 
silent like the Suffering Servant in Isaiah 53:7. 
 
14:61 In frustration the chief priest stands and directly asks Jesus to verify or deny his identity: 

14:61 “Are you the Messiah,[j] the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and 
‘you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 

Footnote: 
Mark 14:61 Or the Christ 

 
The effect is to put a full Christological confession in the mouth of the chief priest! (This will be repeated 
by the Centurion at the base of the cross. 15:39) Mark’s readers know who Jesus is in verse 1:1 you are 
told he is “Jesus Christ (The Messiah or Anointed One), the Son of God.” 
 
Until the High Priest’s question Jesus has silenced all proclamations of his divine Sonship. What has 
been missing until this point was the necessity of his suffering. Only in light of his suffering can Jesus 
openly divulge his identity as God’s Son. At the trial the malevolence of the Jewish authorities is exposed, 
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it has been present since the start of Jesus ministry (3:6), and hence the secret that Jesus has protected 
can now be disclosed. 
 
Jesus’ reply, “I am” the Son of the Blessed One is followed with reference to Daniel 7:13 the Son of Man 
and Psalm 110:1. Thus he proclaims that the Son of Man is a fully divine figure, and a fulfiller of the 
eschatological mission. In the process Jesus, and Mark as the author, are claiming the fullest title for 
Jesus in the New Testament, conveying his filial origin, nature, and purpose with God. 
 
14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus 
Mark closes the sandwich by returning to Peter. As in the case of Judas, Mark omits Peter’s motives and 
feelings. He focuses strictly on his three denials, just as he had earlier fallen asleep three times in the 
garden. In the three denials Peter physically moves farther from Jesus and becomes more vocal in his 
denials. After the third denial the cock crows and Peter breaks down and weeps.  
 
Peter’s example is a warning to disciples, then and now, that faithful witness to Jesus is most important, 
and most easily betrayed, in simple ordinary actions and words. Mark uses Peter’s story to remind his 
persecuted congregation in Rome that not even the best Christian or lead apostle is immune to apostasy 
or beyond the promise of grace. The church can be honest about sin because it is so convinced about 
God’s grace. “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more.” (Romans 5:20) 
 
William L. Lane, The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament, The Gospel of Mark Notes 
It is commonly recognized that Mark had access to a primitive source for Chapters 14-15, whether oral or 
written, embodying authentic historical remembrance, which he took virtually intact. The core elements of 
the story were Jesus was betrayed, arrested at night, led to the high priest, condemned by Pilate, 
crucified, died on a cross, was buried, was raised from the dead, and his tomb was found empty.9 
 
Mark added to this core story the anointing in Bethany (14:3-9), the preparation of the meal (14:12-17), 
the flight of the young man (14:51f), Simon of Cyrene (15:21f), the courage of Joseph of Arimathea 
(15:43), and the surprise of Pilate that Jesus was already dead (15:44f). 
 
The time and place references in Mark’s account may have come from early worship practices. It also 
may have drawn on Paul’s account which is our earliest surviving written account of the death, burial, and 
the resurrection: 

1 Corinthians 15: 3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. 

 
Jesus himself may have also prepared his followers to find in prophetic scripture the key to understanding 
his suffering in fulfilment of the sovereign will of God: 

8:31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 
 
9:12-13 12 He said to them, “Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things. How then is it 
written about the Son of Man, that he is to go through many sufferings and be treated with 
contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it 
is written about him.” 
 
9:31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 

 
9 Other examples of these early sources are in the Pauline letters (1 Cor 1:23f; 11:23-25; 15:3-5; Gal 6:14; 1 Tim 6:13) and early 
sermons in Acts (2:23-24; 3:13015; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39f; 13:28-30). 
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10:32-34 32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of 
them; they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again 
and began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they 
will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, 
and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.” 
 
10:45 “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 

 
The OT passages that controlled the early Christian interpretation of the passion narrative appears to 
have been Isaiah 53:4-12 

Isaiah 53:4-12 
4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
    struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
    Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked 
    and his tomb[a] with the rich,[b] 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.[c] 
When you make his life an offering for sin,[d] 
    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
11     Out of his anguish he shall see light;[e] 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
    The righteous one,[f] my servant, shall make many righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Footnotes 
 
Isaiah 53:9 Q Ms: MT and in his death 
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Isaiah 53:9 Cn: Heb with a rich person 
Isaiah 53:10 Or by disease; meaning of Heb uncertain 
Isaiah 53:10 Meaning of Heb uncertain 
Isaiah 53:11 Q Mss: MT lacks light 
Isaiah 53:11 Or and he shall find satisfaction. Through his knowledge, the righteous one 

 
 
The Psalms also may have shaped the early Church’s thinking: 

Psalm 22 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
    and by night, but find no rest. 

 
Critically, Mark expresses a key set of theological statements regarding Jesus’ dignity and achievement: 

• Jesus affirms he is the Messiah (14:62) and he is condemned by his contemporaries for it. 
• Jesus acknowledges before Pilate that he is king of the Jews, and Pilate condemns Jesus to 

death as the King of the Jews (15:1-20) 
• Jesus is crucified, dies, and is buried (15:21-47) and Mark incorporates the torn curtain in the 

Temple and the confession of the Centurion (15:38f). 
In this way Mark has both the Jewish and Gentile worlds acknowledge Jesus’ sovereign identity and 
power. 
 
The central thesis of the early Christian movement’s kerygma, celebrated in worship and mission 
outreach, is confirmed in Mark – he shows the death of Jesus, who freely laid down his life on behalf of 
the many (10:45) to be the Messiah and the Son of God. 
 
14:1-2 The Plot to Kill Jesus 
Mark grounds his passion narrative in a place and a time: Jerusalem on the feast of the Passover, the 
14th day of the month of Nisan (April-May) and continuing into the early hours of the 15. The history of the 
conspiracy to put Jesus to death by the chief priests and scribes has been nurtured for a long time (3:6; 
11:18; 12:12). What has prevented them to date is Jesus’ popularity with the crowd, who they fear. Other 
Gospels will make it clear that Caiaphas, the high priest, was the chief instigator against Jesus (Matthew 
26:57; John 11:47-53).  
 
14:3-9 The Anointing at Bethany 
The anointing in Bethany is presented in contrast to the chief priests and scribes who are plotting against 
Jesus (14:1), and Judas who is conspiring with them (14:10). The pure devotion of the anonymous 
woman who anoints Jesus throws into bold relief the hostility and treachery of the chief priests and Judas. 
It also suggests that as the plot was being put in motion, Jesus’ body was already being prepared for his 
death and burial.  
 
It is likely that the expensive gift of Nard stirred the reaction among the disciples that the gift could have 
been used for the poor because provisions for the poor is a tradition in Passover. Jesus’ defense of the 
women sets her action in perspective. He recognizes her gift as an expression of deep love and devotion. 
 
The woman also may have perceived Jesus as the poor man, the poor sufferer who was about to 
undergo great suffering and death. It may also indicate that Jesus was expecting a criminal’s death and 
burial in which there would be no opportunity to prepare his body. 
 
14:10-11 Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
Introducing Judas’ betrayal at this point maximizes the contrast with the anointment and the anonymous 
woman. The chief priests and scribes were seeking a way to arrest Jesus, and Judas was seeking a way 
to betray him. The key was to avoid a riot and ensure that the correct person was arrested. 
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That Jesus’ betrayer was one of his disciples is enigmatic. No detail in the text permits more than 
conjecture regarding Judas’ motive. Mark records the bare facts that Judas collaborated, received 
payment, and sought an opportune moment for the arrest. Mark does not tell us anything more about 
Judas. 
 
14:12-21 The Passover with the Disciples 
Mark gives us the next time stamp in the narrative, the first day of the feast of the unleavened bread. This 
is the context for the Last Supper and our tradition of Communion since the earliest Christian movement.  
 
The Passover practice is to have the meal in Jerusalem, in the evening, and reclining at a table. Jesus 
comments fit the role of the Haggadah, or interpretation, of the Passover story. 
 
It is clear that Jesus has made all of the preparations for the Passover meal. This may have reflected the 
need to plan ahead because of the crowds in Jerusalem for Passover, or the need for secrecy so no one 
would know ahead of the event where he would be that evening. The tactic of looking for a man carrying 
a water jug, which men would not usually carry, meant that the disciples and the man could meet on the 
street and exchange no words. Thus adding to the security around the dinner. The house owner may 
have been a secret follower known to Jesus. 
 
The core of the meal is the Passover prayer of the family head and the recital of the Hallel psalms (Ps. 
113-118). The meal consists of four glasses of wine, of which Jesus would consume only three. 
 
The festivity of the meal is shattered when Jesus with a solemn “Amen” announced that one of those 
sharing the intimacy of the table worship and fellowship would betray him. 

Psalm 41:8-9 They think that a deadly thing has fastened on me, 
    that I will not rise again from where I lie. 
9 Even my bosom friend in whom I trusted, 
    who ate of my bread, has lifted the heel against me. 

 
Psalm 41 seems to be the under gird the supper story. The approaching death of the Son of Man is in 
harmony with Scripture and sets Judas’ betrayal within the context of God’s design. But the heinousness 
of Judas’ act is not excused. While the Son of Man goes to his death in accordance with the divine will, on 
the other hand it would have been better if Judas had never been born. 
 
Jesus warning is not to affirm the fate of Judas, but to underscore his own assurance of vindication. The 
betrayer is morally responsible for his actions and the horrible consequences to both Jesus and himself. It 
is remarkable that Judas is not mentioned by name in the account. Unlike Matthew where he is identified 
as the betrayer (Matt 26:25) or John where he leaves the room into the darkness (John 13:26-30), in 
Mark the stress falls on the violation of the paschal fellowship by the presence of a traitor. Judas must 
bear full responsibility for his action – that by betraying Jesus he is putting him in the hands of people who 
will put him to death. 
 
14:22-25 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
In a traditional Passover meal Jesus would have taken a platter with the unleavened bread and said: 

“This is the bread of affliction which are fathers ate in the land of Egypt. Let everyone who 
hungers com and eat the Passover meal.” 

 
The verses 14:22-24 were Jesus interpretation, which the disciples remembered and repeated. The two 
statements, the bread, and the wine, were separated in the evening by the meal. But they joined by the 
remembrances of the disciples.  
 
Jesus is not referring to his physical body as such, but to himself. “I am myself this bread, or my person is 
this bread.” This represents a personal pledge to be with them whenever they break bread together after 
his death. This is Jesus first gift to the disciples – the pledge of his abiding presence with them in spite of 
his betrayal and death, The first word thus anticipates the resurrection and the real presence of the Lord 
at the celebration of the eucharist. 
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Jesus saying about the cup of wine relates the cup to the renewal of the covenant between God and his 
people. While the bread promised Jesus’ presence, the cup of wine  is reference to the shedding of Jesus 
blood as a sacramental covenant sacrifice. It assures Jesus’ disciples that they share in the new divine 
order which is inaugurated by Jesus’ death. 
 
The cup is thus the pledge that when the people of God meet in table fellowship, their Master, who goes 
to his death, is present with the fullness of salvation achieved by this death of behalf of “the many”.  

14:23-24 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank 
from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[g] covenant, which is poured out for many. 

 
Exodus 24:6-8 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he 
dashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the book of the covenant, and read it in the hearing of 
the people; and they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 
Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said, “See the blood of the covenant that 
the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

 
In Exodus 24:6-8 the old covenant in Sinai was ratified by the sprinkling of sacrificial blood. Jesus sets his 
blessing of the wine as a messianic action in light of this passage and as a renewal of the covenant. 

Isaiah 53:10-12 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.[e] 
When you make his life an offering for sin,[f] 
    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
11     Out of his anguish he shall see light;[g] 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
    The righteous one,[h] my servant, shall make many righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 
Mark’s Jesus is also reminding the community that Jesus is the one who will bear the sins of the many, 
the redeemed community who have experienced the remission of their sins through Jesus’ sacrifice and 
so are enabled to participate in salvation under the new covenant. 

14:25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new in the kingdom of God.” 

 
This is now a sacred vow of abstinence and submission to the will of God. Jesus dedicated himself to 
accept the bitter cup of wrath offered him by the Father. There is also the anticipation of the heavenly 
banquet awaiting him. 
 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial Foretold 
A likely Markan insertion – story originally may have gone straight to line 32. 
 
This insertion, like the passion predictions before, tell the reader that Jesus knows what is going to 
happen in the coming hours and that he will be reunited with his disciples after the resurrection. The 
prophecy that the disciples will desert Jesus and be scattered is counterbalanced by the promise to 
regroup in Galilee after the resurrection. Mark point to Galilee as the place of reunion marks it as a place 
a renewal and restoration.  It is this passage that is repeated by the angel in the empty tomb in Chapter 
16:1-8. 
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Peter’s explosive protest indicates that Peter found Jesus’ comment in 14:27 offensive and he failed to 
hear/understand what would happen after the resurrection. Peter’s confession of loyalty and willingness 
to suffer highlights the complete breakdown of the disciples in the coming hours. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
Jesus praying to God to be delivered from suffering and death is well established tradition. 

Mark 14:36-36 35 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, “Abba,[h] Father, for you all things are 
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 

 
Matthew 26:39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, 
if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.”  
Luke 22:41-4 41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” [[43 Then 
an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 44 In his anguish he prayed more 
earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.]][h] 

 
Hebrews 5:7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus[a] offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of 
his reverent submission. 

 
By placing the Garden story between the prophecy of Jesus’ desertion (14:27-31), and the actual 
desertion (14:43-50) Mark is emphasizing that Jesus faced his hours of crisis utterly alone. For Mark’s 
community, who faced their own hours of trial, this passage may have provided encouragement and 
strength. 
 
This is the third account of Jesus in prayer (1:35; 6:46) and all are characterized by solitude, night, and an 
awareness of the demonic. The placement of the three episodes implies that Mark saw prayer as a 
foundational element of Jesus’ mission and personal faith. The crisis of the hour requires staying awake 
and vigilance, and the disciples, particularly the inner three, fail. 
 
Jesus experiences shuddering horror, and he is appalled and deeply troubled. Mark understood 
Gethsemane to be the critical moment in Jesus’ life when the full meaning of his submission to the Father 
confronted him. The dreadful sorrow and anxiety, out of which the prayer for the cup to pass him by 
springs, is not an expression of fear before a dark destiny. It is rather the horror of the one who lives 
wholly for the Father at the prospect of being alienation from God which is entailed in the judgement upon 
sin which Jesus assumes. Jesus’ horror in the garden anticipates the cry of dereliction on the cross 
(15:34). Jesus went to the garden to be with the Father in prayer, but instead found hell opening up 
before him and he staggered. 
 
The metaphor of the “cup” creates the tension between grace and judgement (Isaiah 51:17-23 and 
Jeremiah 49:12). Jesus confesses God’s ability, “for you all things are possible” (15:36) and has the firm 
resolve to submit to God’s will. So in the metaphor of the cup Jesus sees himself confronted by the 
judgement of God not a cruel destiny. 
 
The early Christian movement knew that the disciples had failed Jesus in the Garden. A burden of shame 
rests of the inner three, Peter, James and John, and Mark may be telling his congregation that the orders 
to watch and pray apply to all followers. 
 
As Judas approaches with a company of men the hour is at hand. Jesus is to be handed over as he had 
predicted. This is Satan’s “hour”, because the “sinners” are his agents. Jesus is being delivered by God 
(14:21; Romans 8:32) into the realm of Satanic power from which there is no protection. That the 
transcendent Son of Man, whose triumph is affirmed at Transfiguration and 13:26 should fall into the 
hands of sinner is conceivable only in terms of the sovereign will of God and the submission of the Son. 
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Jesus apparent defenselessness and humiliation in Gethsemane veiled his true dignity. Only after the 
resurrection did the significance of the transaction concluded become clear. Just as rebellion in a garden 
brought Death’s reign over man (Genesis 3:1-19), submission in a garden reversed the pattern of 
rebellion and sets in motion a sequence of events which defeated death itself (Hebrews 5:7-10).  
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
Mark now returns to the primitive oral tradition. He identifies Judas as the betrayer and one of the Twelve. 
It is possible that the oral tradition had no earlier mention of Judas. The story now makes clear that it is 
the Jewish authorities alone who are responsible for Jesus’ arrest, and he is taken directly to the house of 
the High Priest where a group is already assembled to try him. 
 
Judas plays several key roles in the arrest: he knows where Jesus will be, he leads the arresting party to 
that location, and he identifies Jesus in the night from the other disciples and followers. The title “Rabbi” 
and the kiss denote Judas respect for Jesus, and his action exposed his master to gross contempt. He 
now disappears from Marks’s account. 
 
It is difficult to ascertain on what grounds Jesus was arrested: blasphemy (2:7); violation of the Sabbath 
(2:24; 3:2-6); or the practice of magic and sorcery (3:22). No one of these charges is specifically affirmed 
in the arrest or the trial. There is nothing in the account that would indicate that Jesus’ arrest and trial was 
not legal under Jewish-Roman laws. 

14:50-52 50 All of them deserted him and fled. 51 A certain young man was following him, 
wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran 
off naked. 

 
These lines affirm the accuracy of Jesus prediction that his followers would abandon him. It is also 
interesting that no real effort was made to round up the group. The sole concern of the arresting party 
was Jesus himself. 
 
14:51-2 may have been modeled on Joseph’s story with Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:12). Mark’s audience 
may have recognized their own experiences when fleeing arresting parties at night – and the young 
man’s linen under garment would have implied he was an upper-class male. The early Church 
conjectured that the young man was Mark himself who was known to have been a resident of Jerusalem 
(Acts 12:12) and in whose house Jesus celebrated the paschal meal. If this is correct Mark was a witness 
in the garden, and it serves to demonstrate that all fled. Jesus is left alone with the arresting party. 
 
14:53-65 Jesus before the Council 
The credibility of the account of the trial has been argued over: one there was a prohibition of capital trials 
during feast days; and that if he had been sentenced to death for blasphemy he could have been stoned 
to death. The counter argument is that the Roman occupation monopolized the authority and power to 
execute prisoners. So even if the Sanhedrin could condemn Jesus on a charge of blasphemy, the Roman 
authorities would need a political charge, King of the Jews, to condemn and execute Jesus. 
 
The passages 53-65 – the Trial and 66-72 Peter’s denial are meant to be seen as happening 
simultaneously. Jesus on the inside facing the court. Peter on the outside denying Jesus. 
 
In a capital case condemnation requires unanimous evidence from at least two witnesses in the presence 
of the judges and the accused. It is possible that the witnesses had been organized while the arresting 
party was out. The witnesses failed to agree and so they invalidated their testimony. 
 
14:57-59 The charge is leveled that Jesus had declared that he would destroy the Temple and in three 
days build another in its place. (John 2:19; 2:21 which are not in Mark.) The charge is deeply serious for 
destruction of a temple in the Greco-Roman world was a capital offense. The problem is again the 
witnesses cannot agree. 
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14:60-64  60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against you?” 61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah,[j] the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and 

‘you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 

63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have 
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” 
 

Caiaphas, the High Priest and presiding judge, now steps up to directly interrogate Jesus. Jesus’ silence 
to date has denied the court anything to work with. The accusations about the destruction and rebuilding 
of the temple are messianic in tone. It is perhaps for that reason that Caiaphas directly asks Jesus if he is 
the “Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One” which means the same thing. The question is limited to is 
Jesus the Messiah – not whether he is a deity. 
 
It is difficult in the Markan account not to conclude that the entire Sanhedrin effort depended on how 
Jesus answered Caiaphas’ question. If he had answered negatively, or not answered at all, they would 
have lost their case. Judaism expected a Messiah to be able to prove their claim. A Messiah arrested, 
abandoned by their followers, and delivered into the hands of his enemies represented an impossibility. 
By definition Jesus could not be the Messiah if he was in the situation, he was in. And since he was in 
that situation, if he claimed to be the Messiah he must be blaspheming and making a mockery of God. 
 
Jesus had previously studiously avoided calling himself Messiah (8:29). His answer to Caiaphas, “I am” is 
not a theological answer or a theophanic formula for YHWH. He is instead answer the question “Are you”” 
with the answer yes “I am” and then adding a prophecy from Daniel 7:13, Psalm 110:1 and Isaiah 52:8 
describing the enthronement and Parousia of the Son of Man. He will be exalted and be the 
eschatological Judge. Caiaphas’s response shows that he and the court reject Jesus’ claim as an 
infringement and dishonoring of God, and thus Jesus is guilty of blasphemy. Jesus being spit on and 
beaten is how the court could now show their total disrespect for him. 
 
14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus 
 
The most plausible source of the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus is Peter himself. It shows his actions in 
the context of the trial. Peter’s denial of a relationship with Jesus showed that his anxiety for his own 
safety was more important. The fact that the crowd can identify Peter as a Galilean from his accent bring 
a further denial. And his swearing corresponds with Jesus being spit upon and beaten. 
 
Peter awakens from his slumber that started in the garden to be overwhelmed by grief and flee in shame. 
It is a complex lesson for Mark’s community. It emphasizes Jesus; integrity and Peter’s faithlessness. It is 
a warning to the later Christian community that fidelity is no guarantee of faithfulness. It constituted a plea 
to hold fast to one’s confession of Jesus. But it also provided a word of encouragement that one who so 
utterly failed his Lord through denial could be restored. In 16:7 Peter’s restoration starts with the angels’ 
words 16:7 “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him, just as he told you.” Jesus will restore Peter after the resurrection. 
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Eugene E. Lemcio, Travels with St. Mark, GPS for the Journey Notes 
 
Mark 14:24 The Blood of the New Covenant 

 Exodus 24:1-7 
(Original Covenant) 

Mark 14:24 
((New) Covenant) 

Priest Moses Jesus 
Sacrificial Victim(s) Oxen Jesus 
Bonding (scope) God & Israel God, 12 Disciples, & others 

 
1. Exodus 24 is the only place where “covenant” and “blood” appear together. So, this is the one 

that Jesus refers to when he speaks of a (“the”) covenant. 
2. “New” is in brackets because the “better” manuscripts do not have the word. Editors suspect that 

scribes that scribes wanted to harmonize accounts (1 Cor. 11:25). 
3. However, what was implicitly new about it given the display above? Although the categories are 

the same, what is different? 
4. Jesus speaks about the significance of his death in only two places (and both are in private). Why 

is there no public teaching or even specific mention of it?  
 
Bruce J. Malina and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science 
Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels Notes 
14:3-9 The Anointing at Bethany 
The indignation of the disciples could have been motivated by: 

• A female had full and free access to the meal attended by males 
• The gift is presumably of significant value and pouring it on Jesus was less important than using it 

to help the poor. 
• The woman’s access to Jesus physically. 

 
Jesus chides them that it is not a self-indulgent anointing, but rather an anointment before burial and thus 
agreeable to God. 
 
14:12-21 The Passover with the Disciples 
A man carrying water would have been conspicuous because it was a woman’s task. Jesus goes on to 
publicly assert that there is a plot against him and one of the Twelve will betray him. In juxtaposition, the 
Twelve are with Jesus in table worship for Passover. The Twelve as a surrogate family for Jesus contains 
a traitor. 
 
14:22-25 The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
 
The bread and wine are prophetic symbolic actions within the context of the Passover dinner. Such as 
action consists of symbolic behavior (usually commanded by God), performed by a prophet followed by 
words that clarify the meaning of the action. The prophetic action and words clarify the meaning of Jesus 
forthcoming death. 
 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial Foretold 
Jesus seems privy to what will happen to himself and how his disciples will act. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
The three closest disciples, Peter, James, and John attend Jesus while he awaits arrest. They appear 
unaware of the unfolding plot.  
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
Jesus is swiftly arrested, and his disciples flee. He is abandoned, and completely alone with his captors. 
 
14:53-65 Jesus before the Council 



Slow Religion 
Gospel According to Mark 

Chapter 14 
  

Gospel According to Mark, Chapter 14 Notes 
Joe Jennings Page 33 2/9/22 

The trial can be seen in the context of a “status degradation ritual” where the elite shame and punish a 
lower-class person for presuming to rise above their social status. The central charge against Jesus is 
that he claims to be the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus answers Caiaphas with an unambiguous “I am” 
and goes on to prophesy about the coming Day of Judgement. Caiaphas declares this blasphemy against 
God and the Council agrees and votes a death sentence. 
 
14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus 
Peter practices deception to maintain his honor and independence in the face of threats. Lying to save 
your skin would not have been considered wrong, except that Jesus had said that this is what Peter 
would do and Peter had disagreed and sworn he would not. It is the fact that Peter did not fulfil his word 
of honor given to Jesus in the presence of others that is shameful (14:31). 
 
Ched Myers, Binding the Strong Man Notes 
14:3-9 The Anointing at Bethany 
The story gives us the name of the man’s house, Simon, the value of the oil, but withholds the name of 
the woman. The fact that it is a meal at the home of a leper reminds the reader of Jesus’ practice of 
incorporating the outcast in his social network.  
 
The meal is interrupted by a woman who proceeds to anoint Jesus’ head with expensive oil. The OT 
Jewish kings are anointed by prophets which can be seen as a prophetic recognition of Jesus. The fact 
that it is a woman that recognizes Jesus in this manner is subversive. 
 
Jesus’ rebukes the men who object to the woman’s actions and gift. It may be that Jesus considers 
himself one of the poor, the guest of a leper and headed for death. What sets her apart is that her action 
is not a messianic celebration, not triumphant, but preparing Jesus for burial. She embodies “service” and 
the ability to endure “suffering”.  
  
14:10-11 Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
Mark gives a simple explanation for Judas’ betrayal, money. He does not spend time on satanic 
inspiration as Matthew and Luke do. The tragedy is spelled out repeatedly, Judas, one of the Twelve, 
from within the community, is betraying Jesus. 
 
14:12-25 The Passover with the Disciples, The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
Jesus arranged for the meal and meeting place to remain secret until the last minute. Jesus and the 
disciples arrive in the evening, and during the meal Jesus tells the disciples that he is about to be 
betrayed by one of them. Jesus then shifts the meal from betrayal to profound intimacy. The eucharistic 
tradition comes from these accounts of the Last Supper. 
 
Jesus’ actions are similar to the wilderness feedings, he blesses and hands the bread and wine to the 
disciples. The difference is that this time the food is for the disciples, not to be passed onto a crowd. They 
all share in the two blessed foods, bread, and wine, even Judas. 
 
Jesus interprets the food, the bread becomes his “body”, the wine his “blood”, and the cup the new 
covenant. One also remembers “ransom” of the Holy One (Mark 10:45). Mark is presenting Jesus as the 
eschatological paschal lamb who is being sacrificed in atonement for the sins of many.  
 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial Foretold 
Now Jesus predicts that all of his community will desert him. To soften the blow Mark weaves in the line 
“for it is written” that what is about to happen fulfills the scriptures. And that the messianic mission is still 
intact despite the defections and betrayals. 
 
Peter’s objection that he will not betray, or desert Jesus leads Jesus to assure him that he will do it three 
times. 
 
14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
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Jesus’ condition in the garden: “distressed and agitated” (14:33) and “deeply grieved, even to death” 
(14:34). Jesus is facing his destiny alone in the garden. He sees it with genuine human terror. There is no 
romance in martyrdom. Jesus confronts that the hour has come to face the cross.  
 
At the same time the disciples fail him. In the struggle between staying awake and sleeping, sleeping 
wins. Jesus is facing the darkness, fully conscious, and in prayer with the Father, while the disciples sleep 
in the darkness. 
 
14:43-52 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
The secret signal, the surprise attack at night, and the armed contingent imply that the authorities 
expected an armed resistance. 
 
When the disciples realize that Jesus is determined not to fight or evade the arresting party they flee for 
their lives and desert him. The shepherd is seized, and the sheep are scattered. 
 
The episode of the young man who evades capture by running away naked introduces two new terms 
“young man” and “linen cloth”. Joseph will wrap Jesus’ body in a “linen cloth” (15:46) and the “young man” 
seated in the tomb is dressed in linen clothing. The young man’s linen robe is a symbol of a martyr. 
 
14:53-65 Jesus before the Council 
Most scholars believe that Mark’s account of the arrest, trial and execution of Jesus is based on a core of 
relatively reliable historical tradition. It is also widely believed that in his presentation Mark tries to 
minimize Roman culpability while maximizing the role of the Jewish authorities. 
 
The Jewish and Roman trials are mirror images of each other and thus in structure imply that both parties 
are equally at fault and possibly collaborating to try and execute Jesus. 
 
In the end Jesus convicts himself by his subversive confession of the Holy One. This the high priest 
asserts is blasphemy, dismisses the need for witnesses since the whole council has heard Jesus, and 
asks for a consensus and verdict from the council. Jesus is condemned, mocked, and beaten and then 
turned over to the Romans. 
 
14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus 
Though Peter is following Jesus from a distance his effort will collapse as soon as he is confronted. 
Peter’s three denials escalate, and his final denial is an oath insisting that he does not know Jesus. 
 
N.T. (Tom) Wright, Mark for Everyone Notes 
14:1-11 The Plot to Kill Jesus, The Anointing at Bethany, Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
The parallel between the Temple’s fate and Jesus are linked in Mark’s gospel. From this point on Mark’s 
story is entirely focused on the coming crucifixion of Jesus. 
 
It is unclear and unspoken what Judas motivations for betrayal were. It is possible that the disciples too 
are dismayed that the entry into Jerusalem has only resulted in a short parade and a series of verbal 
confrontations with the authorities.  
 
Jesus’ anointment shows that a woman understands better than the male disciples that Jesus is heading 
to his death and there will be no time to prepare his body. She is moving directly to serve Jesus while he 
is still alive, because it will not be possible after he is executed. 
 
14:12-25 The Passover with the Disciples, The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
The disciples follow Jesus’ arrangements for a secret meeting place for Passover supper. The event itself 
is suffused with sorrow, both at the time and how it must have been remembered. Jesus reveals the 
betrayal that will come from within, and still has supper and the bread and wine with all of the disciples. 
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14:32-42 Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
Mark’s story of Jesus in the garden is not like the Greek story of Socrates at his death. Nor is it a typical 
Jewish martyrdom story. The Platonic story has a cool and detached Socrates teaching right up to the 
moment of his death.  
 
The scene is Jesus is in the garden alone, suffering through the night, his disciples are asleep unable to 
stay awake and watch, and Judas is preparing an arresting team to come and seize Jesus. Jesus, who 
taught that all things are possible for God, gets the response that no help is forthcoming. Jesus in his 
horror realizes he will have to go through with crucifixion and death. He emerges calm and under 
personal control, having steeled himself for the crisis ahead. 
 
14:53-72 Jesus before the Council, Peter Denies Jesus 
Jesus retains his integrity at the cost of his life. Peter loses his integrity to save his life. The two stories 
are played as simultaneous events. 
 
Jesus is all alone before the Council and the chief priest. He alone can give his life as a ransom for many. 
If he is the Messiah, there comes a moment where he has to act on his own. 
 
The essence of the charges against Jesus are: 

• He is a false prophet leading Israel astray. 
• He has claimed authority over the Temple and prophesied it was under judgement and would be 

destroyed. 
• He is claiming royal authority. 

 
Hence the trial comes to a head over item #3, with the Chief priest asking if Jesus is the Messiah, the son 
of the Blessed One. Marks’ sense of irony here is that the Chief Priest finally gets who Jesus is – and 
does not believe it. 
 
Jesus then incriminates himself with his response. He does indeed believe himself to be God’s anointed 
one. Everything he has said and done since his baptism has been based on that belief. He draws 
together two key OT quotations to talk about the deeper meaning of messiahship: 
Psalm 110 (12:36) 

12:35-37: “How can the scribes say that the Messiah[e] is the son of David? 36 David himself, by 
the Holy Spirit, declared, 
‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 
37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” 

 
Daniel 7:13 (13:26) 

13:26-7 26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 

 
These two statements constitute the basis for Caiaphas’ blasphemy charge. Jesus says yes, I am a true 
prophet, yes what I said about the Temple is true, yes, I am the Messiah, and yes you will see me 
vindicated and I will share the throne of Israel with God. The con of man is standing before the chief priest 
of the Temple and Israel declaring that God will prove him right and the Sanhedrin Council/court wrong. 
 


