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SLOW RELIGION: GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
 
Slow Religion: The Gospel According to Mark is a lay person-led adult education 
weekly series for Christians and seekers who want to deepen their spiritual 
understanding and gain life insights from the Gospels. The class studies and 
discusses Mark, possibly the first Gospel, using theological, historical, cultural 
commentaries on the Gospel to spur understanding, reflection and action.  
 
The class is created and led by Joe Jennings and advisors include: the Rev. Zoila 
Schoenbrun, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Belvedere, CA; the Rev. Br. Richard 
Edward Helmer, Episcopal Church of our Saviour, Mill Valley, CA; and Eugene E. 
Lemcio, PhD, Emeritus Professor of New Testament, Seattle Pacific University, 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Seattle. 
 
Prior Slow Religion Classes include: St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (2017-8); the 
Gospel of St. John (2019-20); the Holy Spirit (2020); and the Foundations of 
Christian Faith (2020-21). 

 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
Proper 281     

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written  
for our learning:  
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,  
and inwardly digest them,  
that we may embrace and ever hold fast  
the blessed hope of everlasting life,  
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

 
1 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer pp.236 

St. Mark, Giorgio Vasari, 1570-71 
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MARK 102 
Teaching about Divorce 
 
10 He left that place and went to the region of Judea and[a] beyond the Jordan. And crowds again 
gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again taught them. 
 
2 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He 
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 
certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 
he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,[b] 8 and the 
two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.” 
 
10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 He said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if she divorces her husband 
and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
Jesus Blesses Little Children 
 
13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 
sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took 
them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
The Rich Man 
 
17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father 
and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at 
him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money[c] to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he was shocked 
and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 
23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them 
again, “Children, how hard it is[d] to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were greatly 
astounded and said to one another,[e] “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For 
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
 
28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell 
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for 
my sake and for the sake of the good news,[f] 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—
houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come 
eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 
 

 
2 All Bible quotations and footnotes are from the New Revised Standard Version at Biblegateway.com New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
 
32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were 
amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what 
was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed 
over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over 
to the Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days 
he will rise again.” 
 
The Request of James and John 
 
35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you 
to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37 
And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 But 
Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or 
be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared.” 
 
41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus called them and 
said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over 
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 
become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 
 
The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
 
46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus 
stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he 
is calling you.” 50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher,[g] let me see again.” 52 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him 
on the way. 
 
Footnotes 
 

Mark 10:1 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) lack and 
Mark 10:7 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts)  lack and be joined to his wife 
Mark 10:21 Gk lacks the money 
Mark 10:24 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) add for those who trust in riches 
Mark 10:26 Other ancient authorities (manuscripts) read to him 
Mark 10:29 Or gospel 
Mark 10:51 Aramaic Rabbouni 
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OVERVIEW34 
 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
Jesus has entered the region governed by Herod Antipas who imprisoned and executed JohnBap for 
criticizing his marriage to his brother’s wife. Divorce is a dangerous topic in Herod Antipas’ region. 
 
The Pharisees’ ask what constitutes grounds for divorce5?  In asking what Moses commanded Jesus is 
calling for positive instruction6 and his questioners answer that it is permitted provided a certificate of 
divorce is given the woman. Jesus views the Mosaic provision was made for the contingency of divorce, 
but it did not determine whether divorce was right or wrong. Its function was to provide a degree of 
protection for the woman. 
 
Jesus’ purpose is to make clear that the intention of Deut 24:1 was not to make divorce acceptable but to 
limit sinfulness and to control its consequences. Jesus points to the creation of marriage in Genesis which 
is that it is God’s intent that those joined in marriage will never be separated.  10:9 Jesus’ final 
pronouncement grounds the sanctity of marriage in the authority of God himself.  Jesus is making an 
authoritative teaching, a veiled messianic proclamation of the Kingdom which is drawing near in the 
person of Jesus himself. Even the ordinances of the Law are not to be followed blindly, they have to be 
carefully considered in the light of the higher standard which the scripture exemplifies.  
 
Jesus’ pronouncement confirms the bold testimony of JohnBap and condemns Herod Antipas and 
Herodias. The new element in Jesus’ teaching is the idea of a husband committing adultery against his 
former wife. This elevated the status of women and the wife to the same level of dignity as the men and 
husbands. Jesus then closes the discussion that the woman once elevated must operate under the same 
moral rules – she can desert her husband, marry another and be guilty of adultery too. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
The disciples are again displaying behavior to interfere with people gaining access to Jesus. (9:38) They 
are also displaying a cultural view that children are unimportant (8:33; 9:33-37). The kingdom of God 
belongs to children and other dispossessed people because God has willed to give it to them. The 
demand that a man become like a child asserts that we are helpless in our relationship to the Kingdom. 
The Kingdom is that which God gives, and humanity receives.  
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
Mark appears to view 10:17-31 as a single unit expressing the essence of Jesus’ teaching concerning 
entrance into the Kingdom of God. Mark defines entrance as a gift from God bestowed upon those who 
acknowledge their helplessness in relation to the Kingdom. It precedes the third passion prediction which 
sharpens the demand to follow Jesus on the way to the cross. In 10:17-31 it is a call to self-denial 
(echoed from 8:34-38; 9:33-37) in 10:21. 
 
10:18-19 Jesus responds by pointing to God alone as the source and norm of essential goodness. The 
inquirers definition of goodness is based on human achievement. Jesus answer forces him to recognize 
that his only hope is utter reliance on God, who alone can bestow eternal life. 10:20-21 The man’s answer 
to Jesus on upholding the laws suggests that behind a façade of security there was a heart that had lost 
much of its security. Concerned that the man may have lost his delight in God. As a result he has lost the 
approval of God. 
 
Jesus genuinely loves the man – but what the man lacks is self-sacrificing devotion that characterizes 
true followers of Jesus. Keeping the commandments is no substitute for self-surrender to the absolute 

 
3 Compilation of Edwards and Edwards primarily.  
4 All of this chapter appears in Matthew and Luke, see Gospel comparison on pp. 8. 
5 Deut 24:1 24 Suppose a man enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him because he finds something 
objectionable about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house; she then 
leaves his house 
6 Genesis 2:24 24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
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claim of God imposed through the call of the gospel. Self-surrender implies a renunciation of his own 
achievements and the reception of messianic forgiveness through which the man will be released to 
stand under the Law and to offer obedience of love.  Jesus calls for resolute sacrificed in order to do the 
will of God, something he himself has already done. 
 
The deepest answer lies not in the command to sell but in the call to follow Jesus. As with the disciples 
and his other followers, Jesus separates people from their normal historical existence in order to 
introduce them to a new quality of existence based upon fellowship with Jesus. He is making a radical 
demand for unconditional obedience – Jesus himself is the answer to the man’s original question. 10:22 
The man’s response to Jesus’ statement tells all – his face fell because he possessed great estates. His 
decision to turn away from Jesus reflects a greater love for his possessions than for life. 
 
10:23-25 Jesus’ statement on the difficulty of the rich entering the kingdom of heaven stands in contrast 
to the OT view that riches show the mark of God’s favor for someone.   10:26-27 The disciple’s question 
is eschatological in nature, ““Then who can be saved?”, to which Jesus proclaims that the kingdom is 
beyond human possibility. Attempting to get in on accomplishment is futile. But it is possible through the 
sovereign action of God (Rom 8:7).  10:31 Speaks to the reversal of order in the kingdom to come.  
 
10:32-34 A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
Now for the first time Jerusalem as where the passion will occur, and the role of the Gentiles is stated. 
Jesus’ disciples since Transfiguration are in growing terror.  Scholars are divided over whether this is a 
post resurrection narrative, or Jesus understands the power structure and the fate of prophets to be able 
to calculate what his fate is likely to be. Jesus’ predictions may also relied on Psalm 22:6-8 and Isaiah 
50:67. 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
James and John reveal that they are seeking glory and they seem to have not processed the message 
about suffering and death. Their request does show that they acknowledge Jesus is the Messiah and he 
will inherit the kingdom of God. It is a nice blending of worship and discipleship with self-interest. 
 
10:38 Jesus responds that they do not know what they are asking. They are quick to claim the benefits of 
God’s kingdom, and slow to understand its costs.  Moreover, Jesus’ suffering and death are ordained by 
God. The cup and baptism will carry the connotation in the early church of martyrdom and death for both 
men. They need to accept suffering and death because this is the way of Jesus. The Son of God suffered 
unto death, not that people might not suffer, but that their sufferings would be like His. 
 
10:40 Glory is for God to grant, not Jesus. The purpose of God cannot be thwarted, but neither can it be 
fully understood beforehand. The disciples are not to follow Jesus because they know ahead of time what 
will happen. The righteousness of their way is determined by the fact it is the direction Jesus is leading 
them. 
 
10:41-42 What is leadership for Christians?  The world rewards dominance, authority, and power.   10:43-
44 Jesus rejects this model. “Not so with you.” Thus to fail in being a servant is not simply to fall short of 
an ideal but to stand outside of the kingdom of God. At no place do the ethics of the kingdom class more 
directly with the world than on matters of power and service. There is no obvious precedent in Jewish, 
Roman, or Greek literature. In a decisive reversal Jesus removes greatness from power, prestige and 
authority and bestows it on service, servanthood and being a slave. The preeminent virtue in the kingdom 
of God is service, and it grows out of Jesus’ teaching of loving one’s neighbor – service is love made 
tangible. 
 

 
7 Psalm 22:6-8 But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others and despised by the people. 7 All who see me mock at me; they 
make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver, let him rescue the one in whom he 
delights!” 
Isaiah 50:6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insult and spitting. 
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10:45 Jesus has demonstrated with his own life the values of service and self-sacrifice. This is why his 
teaching is authoritative. The sole function of a servant is to give and giving is the essence of God.  This 
is critical as a portrait of Jesus but also as a view inside his self-consciousness. It echoes Isaiah’s Servant 
of the Lord (53:10 and 53:11) whose “life is a guilt offering” and will “justify many… and bear their 
iniquities”. 
 
Ransom means atonement for Jews and Gentiles alike. Jesus exceeds Isaiah here and serves as an 
active instrument of YHWH. The mission of atoning work lies within himself, the Son of Man, who freely 
offers his own life as a ransom price for humanity. Mark reflects Paul and anticipates John’s theology8. 
Jesus is supremely aware that he is offering himself as a payment to God that no one else can make. The 
death of the Son of Man on behalf of the many is a sacrifice of obedience to God’s will, a full expression 
of his love and a full satisfaction of God’s justice. 
 
Levine and Brettler: 10:45 expresses a great irony in Mark. James and John expect the Son of Man to 
come in glory, and Jesus expects him to come as a suffering servant and “to give his life as a ransom for 
many”. Isa 52-53 Suffering Servant underpins this pronouncement. But the ransom (Gk lytron) is unclear. 
Christian theologians have debated how this ransom works and what it accomplishes.  
 
There was no agreement about what “to give his life as a ransom for many” actual meaning in the Gospel 
setting in Mark. Theories included the idea that Jesus’ death pays off the “debt” of human sins; or to avert 
divine retribution; or to be a sacrifice like at the Temple to cleanse the followers of Jesus from their sins. 
But who is being paid? Satan or God? It is not until the 11th century CE that the notion of a sacrifice for 
all human sins become dominant in the Catholic Church. 
 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
Bartimaeus calling out to Jesus, “Son of David, have mercy on me” must have been on the basis of what 
he had heard about Jesus and his expectation that Jesus could heal him.  “Son of David” is difficult to 
interpret. Mark only uses the term twice elsewhere.9 From the text there is no indication that Jesus 
rejected the title. “Have mercy on me” is a cry directed to God in the Psalter10 
 
Calling Bartimaeus to him he asked him what he wanted to heighten the beggar’s sense of faith, and they 
healed him and released him without instructing him to tell no one. From the interchange with Jesus there 
is no reason to conclude that Bartimaeus viewed Jesus as the Messiah, but rather as one from God who 
could heal him. 
  

 
8 Rom 8:2-4 2 For the law of the Spirit[a] of life in Christ Jesus has set you[b] free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with 
sin,[c] he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit.[d] 

Footnotes: Romans 8:2 Or spirit; Romans 8:2 Here the Greek word you is singular number; other ancient authorities read 
me or us; Romans 8:3 Or and as a sin offering; Romans 8:4 Or spirit 

John 10:11 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
9 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!” 11:9-10; and “How can the scribes say that the Messiah[e] is the son of 
David? 36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under 
your feet.”’ 37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?”12:35-37), unlike Matthew and Luke. 
10 Ps. 4:1; 6:2; 41:4; 41:10; 51:1; 109:26; 123:3 
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REFLECTION 
 

1. Equality: Jesus elevated the status of women and the wife to the same level of dignity as the 
men and asserted that the woman once elevated must operate under the same moral rules. Are 
people equal in the church and the state today? 
 

2. Grace: Mark reflects Paul’s Doctrine of Grace in the story of the rich man (10:26-27). What is 
God’s Grace and what is our relationship to it? How does God’s grace affect who can enter the 
Kingdom of God? 

 
3. Ransom: Paul, Mark, and John assert that Jesus’ death was a ransom for our sins. Do you agree 

with this theology? If not what is your alternative view on the meaning of Jesus’ death? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, you gave to your servant Mark, the Evangelist,  
special gifts of grace to teach the truth  
of your unconditional Mercy, Justice and Love for all peoples. 
Grant that by this teaching, we may faithfully live into our prayer and worship of you. 

Lord, have Mercy 
Christ, have Mercy 
Love, have Mercy. Amen 

The Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun 
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GOSPEL COMPARISON11 
 
 

Pericope Mark Matthew Luke John 

Departure to Judea 10:1 19:1-2 9:51   

On Divorce and Celibacy 10:2-12 19:3-12 16:18   

Jesus Blesses the Children 10:13-16 19:13-15 18:15-17   

The Rich Young Man 10:17-22 19:16-22 18:18-23   

On Riches and the Rewards of 
Discipleship 

10:23-31 19:23-30 18:24-30 
22:28-30 

  

The Parable of the Laborers in the 
Vineyard 

10:31 20:1-16 13:30   

The Third Prediction of the Passion 10:32-34 20:17-19 18:31-34   

Jesus and the Sons of Zebedee; 
Precedence among the Disciples 

10:35-45 20:20-28 22:24-27   

The Healing of the Blind Men 
(Bartimaeus) 

10:46-52 20:29-34 
9:27-31 

18:35-43   

 
 
  

 
11 https://www.gospelparallels.com/#1 
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GEOGRAPHY OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
 

 
Source : https://visualunit.me/2011/02/03/palestine-map/ 

 
 

Chapter 10 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOgcMQXvSc\ 
 
Yale Divinity School: Introduction to Gospel of St. Mark, Introduction to New Testament (RLST 152), 
Spring 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd5sXfFboxA 
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NOTES  
 
Raymond E. Brown, Introduction to the New Testament Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
The Pharisees approach Jesus to test him on the subject of the Law/Torah and divorce. Deut 24:1-412 
The Pharisees would allow a husband to divorce his wife with a note citing “an indecency in her”. The 
rabbis debated whether the indecency had to be serious or trivial.  
 
Jesus appeals to Gen 1:27 and 2:24 for the unity created by marriage would forbid the breaking of the 
marriage bond and that remarriage after divorce is adultery. (Similar to the position taken by the Essenes 
in the Dead Sea Scrolls.) Matthew, Luke, and Paul all repeat a similar prohibition, so it is, likely that there 
was a controversy on this issue in Jesus’ lifetime. 
 
10:12 extends the statement to cover a woman divorcing her husband which was not allowed under 
Jewish law but permitted under Roman law. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
Jesus returns to the issue who can enter the kingdom of heaven. In contrast to the Essenes Jesus seeks 
to correct a wrong attitude about the roles of achievement, abilities, behavior or status and states that that 
kingdom/rule of God requires only human receptivity of which the child is a good symbol. (This 
interpretation is similar to Paul’s Justification by Faith, Rom 3:28.)  
 
But how do adult’s express receptivity?  
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
 Jesus continues on who can enter the kingdom of heaven.  
10:17 “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus demands obedience to the Laws, 
which the man says he has done. Then Jesus lovingly asks the man to sell his possessions and give the 
proceeds to the poor. Is that part of what is necessary to inherit eternal life, or does it apply only to special 
discipleship of walking with Jesus? Everything Jesus asks will result in being met with “persecutions” – 
this maybe a realistic look at the Markan community. 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
Clearly caught up in the moment, and not understanding what Jesus has predicted, James and John ask 
to share in Jesus’ glory and sit at his left and right. Jesus responds with a challenge to share in his 
suffering and given the coming flight from the garden during Jesus’ arrest, the “We can” response is 
overly optimistic and naïve. 
 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
The final scene in the journey to Jerusalem is another healing. This man persists in crying out to Jesus as 
the crowd tries to silence him. The story is symbolic of people who come to Jesus and hear “Your faith 
has saved you.” Mark gives this scene of gaining sight  as a positive element before the somber scenes 
he is about to describe in Jerusalem. 
 

 
12 Deut 24:1-4 24 Suppose a man enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him 
because he finds something objectionable about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it 
in her hand, and sends her out of his house; she then leaves his house 2 and goes off to become another 
man’s wife. 3 Then suppose the second man dislikes her, writes her a bill of divorce, puts it in her hand, 
and sends her out of his house (or the second man who married her dies); 4 her first husband, who sent 
her away, is not permitted to take her again to be his wife after she has been defiled; for that would be 
abhorrent to the Lord, and you shall not bring guilt on the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a 
possession.  
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Harper Collins Study Bible, NRSV Version Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
Jesus and his disciples continue on their journey southward to Jerusalem. They appear to have entered 
northern Judea and then gone east to Perea on the eastern side of the Jordan River. 
 
10:2 The Pharisees are asking Jesus is lawful or permitted according to Jewish law regarding divorce. 
 
10:9-11 The absolute prohibition on divorce in the New Testament is relaxed in Matt 5:32, Matt 19:9, 1 
Cor 7:10-16. Divorce without remarriage seems allowable in Mark 10:11-12. 
 
10:11 Jewish law assumed a woman committed adultery not the man in a marriage. (Lev 20:10; Deut 
22:2). Greek and Roman law also defined adultery as an offence of the woman against her husband not 
the other way around. 
 
10:12 The use of the same terminology for both a woman and a man to initiate divorce is unique to Jesus. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
Children have a share in the kingdom of God.  
 

10:13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them 
 

Jesus’ touching the children bestows the benefit upon them. 
 
10:14-5 Children represent a type of character needed to enter the kingdom of God (9:33-37). Receiving 
the kingdom as a child means receiving it without ambition to be a figure of authority but being content to 
be last and a servant to all. 
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
On property and the kingdom of God. 
 
10:17 Eternal life – God’s new creation in the age to come. 

Dan 12:2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth[a] shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 
Footnotes 
Daniel 12:2 Or the land of dust 

 
2 Macc 7:9 9 And when he was at his last breath, he said, “You accursed wretch, you dismiss us 
from this present life, but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of 
life, because we have died for his laws.” 

 
John 3:14-15 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.[i] 16 “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 

 
10:23 on wealth endangering spiritual health see also: Mark 4:18-19; Job 22:23-26; Proverbs 28:11  
 
10:32-34 A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
The third and last of Jesus predictions and the disciples lack of comprehension. 
10:32 Jerusalem – the capital of Judea and the source of strong opposition to Jesus among the different 
groups in Jewish authorities. 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
10:35 James and John, sons of Zebedee (see also 1:19, 29; 3:17; 5:37; 13:3; 14:33) 
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10:38 the cup and baptism – seem to mean suffering and death. 
 
10:42-44 Jesus rejects the trappings of power in the world. The ideal monarch is a servant of the people. 
Slave of all is a popular Greek and Roman populist or democratic slogan 
 
10:45 Ransom – originally a price for releasing a captive; now a metaphor for the reclamation or 
redemption of God’s people. Supporting Hebrew Bible sources include: 
 

Exodus 6:6 Say therefore to the Israelites, ‘I am the Lord, and I will free you from the burdens 
of the Egyptians and deliver you from slavery to them. I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 
 
Exodus 15:13 “In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; 
    you guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
  
Isaiah 43:1-7 But now thus says the Lord, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Ethiopia[a] and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
    and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
    and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 
Footnotes 
Isaiah 43:3 Or Nubia; Heb Cush 
 
Isaiah 44:21-23 21 Remember these things, O Jacob, 
    and Israel, for you are my servant; 
I formed you, you are my servant; 
    O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 
22 I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, 
    and your sins like mist; 
return to me, for I have redeemed you. 
23 Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it; 
    shout, O depths of the earth; 
break forth into singing, O mountains, 
    O forest, and every tree in it! 
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For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, 
    and will be glorified in Israel. 

 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
Jericho -- a city in the Jordan valley about 20 miles NE of Jerusalem. 
 
Timaeus – may be a reference to Plato’s praise of sight in his book named Timaeus – also word play 
between the Aramaic word for “unclean” and the Greek word for “highly prized”. 
 
Son of David – title used by some Jews with expectant reference to a royal messenger. Markan Jesus’ 
challenges to the idea that the messiah is David’s son (12:35-3713) is part of Mark’s reinterpretation of 
Messiahship. 
 
Oxford Bible Commentary Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
Jesus is asked by the Pharisees about the legitimacy of divorce. It is an artificial question because Jewish 
law was very clear abut divorce. It was seen as legitimate – and the only real question was what the 
appropriate grounds for divorce were.  
 

Deut 24:1-4 1Suppose a man enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him 
because he finds something objectionable about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, 
puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house; she then leaves his house 2 and goes off to 
become another man’s wife. 3 Then suppose the second man dislikes her, writes her a bill of 
divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house (or the second man who married her 
dies); 4 her first husband, who sent her away, is not permitted to take her again to be his wife 
after she has been defiled; for that would be abhorrent to the Lord, and you shall not bring guilt on 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a possession. 

 
It appears that Jesus was quite negative on divorce and that the issue may have arisen during his 
ministry as well as during the early church. His answer goes beyond Deut 24:1-4 to the principle of 
creation itself. He claims that divorce is a concession to human failure and the ideal is a lifelong 
monogamous marriage. Two things to note: 

• Jesus is speaking with great implied authority; 
• Jesus’ saying is not a legal ruling that is absolute but sets up an ideal and sets for the divine 

purpose of marriage 
 
Remarriage after divorce is branded as adultery and prohibited. Further placing a woman's action against 
her husband in seeking divorce is something women did not have the right to do under Jewish law. This 
may be a saying of the early church inserted into a discussion by Jesus about divorce. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
Seems to cover two bases, how to receive children and how to be like children. Children in ancient 
society had very low status. Perhaps this is what Mark has in mind. The kingdom is here for the lowest of 
status, the poor, the hungry, the dispossessed and those without rights or self-esteem. Followers of Jesus 
can only enter the kingdom of God if they accept God’s rule and recognize their radical dependence on 

 
13 Mark 35-37  While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the 
Messiah[a] is the son of David? 36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” And the large crowd was listening to him 
with delight. 

Footnotes 
Mark 12:35 Or the Christ 
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God.  Only if disciples are received by Jesus like children can they become true followers of the crucified 
one. 
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
The story of the rich young man (17-22) has been expanded with further saying about wealth and the 
kingdom (23-27) followed by sayings on the rewards due to the disciples (28-31). 
 
The kernel of the section is the story of the rich young man. The story must have caused embarrassment 
to the early church because Jesus rejects the notion that he is good.  
 
Inherit eternal life – probably means enter the kingdom of God – Jesus replies with the 10 
Commandments – the young man’s reply shows that he knows that obeying the letter of the laws is not 
enough – and asks “what more should I do”  which implies that human achievement is involved. Jesus’ 
reply indicates that measuring is not necessary. Rich people have a difficult time. Entry into the new life if 
not a matter of human achievement or merit at all. It is impossible for anyone on their own resources to 
get into the kingdom of heaven. In the end it is all a matter of divine grace. 
 
The requirements for discipleship are to give up everything else but devotion to Jesus – the reward is in 
this life and the life to come. In Mark, Christians are assured of a place in the new social community of 
Christians, but this place has two unique attributes: 

1. 10:30 “who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, 
mothers and children, and fields,  

2. with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.” 
 
Great reward today and persecutions – this may have been a nod to the conditions Mark’s community 
was experiencing. 
 
10:32-34 A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

10:32-34 32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of 
them; they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again 
and began to tell them what was to happen to him, saying,33 “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they 
will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, 
and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.” 

 
Most detailed prediction of the three. Seems to have been written in the light of the details of the passion 
narrative (a Jewish trial, a Roman trial, mocking…) the Son of Man reference and the resurrection 
reference. 10:32 is obscure – how are the amazement and fear related? Jesus is on the way to the cross 
and his disciples are following along. 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
The disciple fail to understand Jesus’ prediction or its implications for future suffering. James and John 
ask to share in Jesus’ glory and Jesus asks if they can share his cup and baptism. The image is not 
explicit, but it likely means suffering and death. 
 
James and John’s response “We can” may take into account their later martyrdoms. They may also be 
implying that they expect suffering to be short lived and then the glory will be theirs. Jesus tells  then that 
suffering will indeed await them, but future glory is not, and cannot be assured, it is a matter of God’s 
grace. 
 

10:41 41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as 
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among 
you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
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Jesus now turns the system upside down. The traditional, hierarchical, power and authority structure is 
not what he is talking about. Greatness and authority comes from servanthood and serving others. The 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve – followers can do no less. 
 
10:45 is one of the few verses in the Synoptic Gospels where Jesus gives any kind of interpretation of his 
death. Its authenticity is much disputed as is the precise meaning of every word in the saying. 
 

45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 

 
The saying is pre-Markan, and it assumes that Jesus’ death is unique, and Mark uses it to set an example 
for others to follow. 
 
Isaiah 53 is referenced as a source of Jesus’ Suffering Servant language among some writers. This writer 
does not agree. (See pp 968 for expanded treatment.)  
 
God’s deliverance of the people of Israel in Exodus is frequently referred to as ransoming the captives. 
But it was done with no idea what price was paid. Ideas such as substitutional atonement have been read 
into this verse.  
 
Another way to read the verse is that Jesus is saying that a new people of God is being created and 
formed as a result of his life and death. It is by virtue of his role as the Son of Man, as the one who must 
suffer and die, but who will be vindicated, that this will be achieved. 
 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus  
This is an acted parable: the granting of physical sight to Bartimaeus symbolizes the true insight needed 
to be a disciple of Jesus. The miracle is due to Bartimaeus’ faith which is said to have saved him. Not 
only healed him physically but also brought a much deeper and profound salvation. Bartimaeus then 
follows Jesus on the way. This is language of discipleship.  
 
James R. Edwards, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, The 
Gospel According to Mark, Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
In 1st Century CE Israel, marriage was an institution whose primary purpose was the establishment and 
continuance of family. The males had nearly all of the power. Jesus signals in this chapter that marriage 
is important to the kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus travels to the eastern side of the Jordan river to complete his ministry to Gentiles. This is to show 
the universal appeal of Jesus and the kingdom of God. Jesus receives support from Jews (3:8) but also 
Gentiles (7:24, 31). Mark will also show universal guilt of humanity for the death of Jesus who is rejected 
by the Jews (8:31) and Gentiles (9:31), condemned to death by the Jewish Sanhedrin (14:53) and put to 
death by the Gentile Romans (15:1). 
 
10:2 The Pharisees appear and question Jesus about the Law and the grounds for divorce, i.e. could a 
man divorce his wife for any and every reason? (Matt 19:3)Jewish authorities were split between 
conservative who argued only infidelity/adultery should be grounds, and others who argued for any 
reason. They advance the question as a “test” of Jesus. It may have had a motivation to have Jesus’ 
comment on Herod Antipas marriage to his brother’s wife Herodias (which got JohnBap killed). 
If the test is not political than the Pharisees are looking for where Jesus opposes their interpretations of 
the Law. Their goal is a permissive law that favors men. At the heart of it, the Pharisee’s view marriage as 
a disposable contractual arrangement. 
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The certificate of divorce required under the Law gave the divorcee, the woman, a modicum of dignity and 
the right to remarriage another man. (Though priests were forbidden from officiating at a second 
marriage, and it was said that a second marriage defiled both parties.) 
 
10:3-5 Jesus asks what did Moses’ command (Deut 24:4)? Then Jesus goes on the offensive:  
 

10:5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for 
you. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,[b] 8 and the two shall become 
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let 
no one separate.” 
 

Jesus points to the meaning and purpose of marriage, rather than the rules on what to do when it falls 
apart, to understand God’s desire for people to stay married. The Pharisees ask what is permissible to 
dissolve a marriage, and Jesus responds with what is commanded to maintain a marriage. The divine 
intention for marriage cannot be determined by text about divorce. 
 
10:6-9 In order to discern the divine will for marriage, Jesus applies analogia scriptura, the principle that 
Scripture rightly interprets Scripture. He goes behind the authority of the Torah, the law of God as 
revealed to Moses and recorded in the first five books of the Hebrew scriptures (the Pentateuch) and 
appeals to the prior and more fundamental authority of the ordering of creation. 
 
Jesus is assuming divine authority in himself, for he does not deduce a conclusion from Scripture (as the 
scribes do), but he declares the will of God as set forth in creation text over a legal text from Moses. 
Jesus’ teaching on marriage is governed by a new understanding of the roles and responsibilities of both 
husband and wife in marriage. In Jewish law, power over marriage and divorce lay in the hands of men. A 
woman’s place is Judaism depended largely on her relationships to a man, father, brothers, husband or 
son. 
 
Jesus’ teaching on marriage is predicated on a different estimate of women and God’s role:   

• Gen 1:2714 he acknowledges that God created humanity as male and female 
• By explicitly mentioning the two created sexes, Jesus declares that maleness and femaleness are 

rooted in the will of God and are foundational to marriage 
• As a sovereign creation woman is not man’s subject but his equal 
• Gen 2:2415 Jesus asserts that a husband’s allegiance to his wife in marriage surpasses his 

allegiance to his father and mother 
• Marriage is second only to obedience to God in sacredness 
• The union of male and female in marriage results in “one flesh”, “no longer two but one” 
• It is God who is the lord of the marriage, not the man or woman for “what God has joined 

together, let man not separate.” 
 
10:11 “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
Jesus overturns the rabbinic practice that a husband’s adultery was reckoned against a woman’s father or 
husband, not against the woman herself. Jesus’ declaration imputes to women the status of sovereign 
moral agents. He further establishes that a woman’s moral agency and responsibility by declaring that if 
she is responsible for initiating divorce and then remarrying, she bears the full responsibility for her action. 
 

 
14 Gen 1:27 So God created humankind[a] in his image, in the image of God he created them;[b] male 
and female he created them. 
15 Gen 2:24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. 
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Mark 10:1-12 is a blueprint for an entirely new norm of marriage. It does not allow for divorce, but it is not 
clear if it allowed for divorce on the grounds of adultery. The key is the inviolability of marriage because it 
reflects God’s purpose in creation. Human failure does not alter God’s purpose (Rom 3:416). The intent of 
Jesus teaching is not to shackle those who fail in marriage with debilitating guilt. God forgives those who 
fail in marriage (Mark 3:28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies 
they utter;”) 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
10:13 The disciples show their exclusivity and elitism in their response to children seeking to see Jesus. 
10:14 Jesus indignantly opposes the disciple’s behavior. His attitude reflects his compassion and defense 
of the helpless and marginalized.  Jesus commends the children as the true heirs of the kingdom of God. 
This statement also reveals Jesus’ authority. 
10:15 Children, particularly little children, are often praised for their innocence, spontaneity and humility. 
But it is not their virtue that is praised but their vulnerability. 
Jesus is not baptizing the children in this scene. But he does bless them – Calvin would later argue that if 
Jesus extended his blessing to children, then they should be able to be baptized as well. It appears that 
the early church used Mark’s language to shape infant baptism. 
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
10:17 Jesus is in Judea and is approached by a man – no one, including the disciples, who had heard 
Jesus preach had asked the question the man asks: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” This is an essential question, and its answer will divulge the meaning of Jesus’ ministry. 
 
10:18-19 Ironically Jesus withholds the anticipated answer. He deflects to God being the only one who is 
good, and then answers him in terms of the 10 Commandments. Jesus’ response may indicate that Jesus 
detects something lacking in the man’s relationship with God. Jesus’ response intends to move the man 
from confidence in his moral rectitude to the ultimate purpose of his life, which is to know God. 
 
10:20 The man is asking what should he do – and Jesus is pointing inward to what is his intent. 
 
10:21 Jesus looked at the man with compassion – he sees in him and loves him – (love GK aggapan love 
the highest form in Greek NT) – and Jesus then moves beyond the assumption that following the Law 
would lead to eternal life. Jesus tells the man to sell everything he has and give the proceeds to the poor 
and then come and join Jesus. 
 
Jesus has converted the question from what you have to do to be rewarded in the future, to what to do 
now to be rewarded now. Discipleship to Jesus is true obedience to the Law. 
 
10:22 There is no security except Jesus. Wealth and poverty: 

• On the one hand, wealth was seen in the Hebrew Bible as a sign of God’s blessings; 
• The Hebrew Bible champions the cause of the sojourner, widow, orphan, fatherless and poor 

Jesus sides with this later tradition. He displays unusual solidarity with the poor because God in 
compassion God exalts the poor over the rich and powerful.  The greatest enemies to faith and obedience 
are self-satisfaction and pride. Nothing removes those bulwarks like poverty. 
 
10:23-25 Jesus now shifts from the rich man to the disciples. Wealth and possession are also concerns 
for Jesus’ followers. Jesus calls out that wealth is a potential danger to faith. It can prevent you from 
doing the one thing essential for salvation, following Jesus. 
 

 
16 Rom 3:4  By no means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved true, as it is written, 
“So that you may be justified in your words, 
    and prevail in your judging.”[a] 

Footnotes 
Romans 3:4 Gk when you are being judged 
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10:26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another,[e] “Then who can be saved?” 27 
Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things 
are possible.” 

 
10:26-27 Jesus’ words to and about the rich man come as an offense to the disciples. The disciple’s 
sense of inadequacy is a severe mercy (Rom 11:22 “Note then the kindness and the severity of God: 
severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you continue in his 
kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.”) a beneficial handicap that is intended to draw them away 
from self-reliance to relying on Jesus. 
 
Q: “Who then can be saved?” 
A: “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  
 
Discipleship relies on God. What God commands he also gives. This is the kernel of the doctrine of Grace 
that Paul would or had already developed. 
 
10:28-30 Peter says they have given everything up for Jesus. And Jesus tells them of the riches that lie 
ahead as well as the persecutions. – the latter to remind everyone that the Christian existence is not 
utopian and will include adversity and hardship. 
 
10:32-34 A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
Most explicit prediction of the three. The equation is explicit, the disciples are following Jesus to 
Jerusalem  to suffer (10:33-34) and to give his life as a ransom for many (10:45). Jesus is now leading 
the way (10:32). 
 
Edwards the author of this book is skeptical of the conflict among scholars whether the passion 
predictions are original to Jesus or added later: 

• The early church was careful to distinguish between its own teachings and those of Jesus;  
• Hard to imagine add this prediction if tradition said he had never said them; 
• Given the central role they play in Mark’s gospel they are likely historical; and 
• Jesus is likely to have understood the danger he was in on his way from Galilee to Jerusalem for 

Passover 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
The disciples jockey for position after every passion prediction. Mark’s source for this story may be Peter 
himself. Peter had every reason to remember this story, and somewhat nurse some anger over James 
and John’s behavior. Afterall the three of them are Jesus’ inner circle. By their actions they were trying to 
cut him out. 
 
10:35-37 James and John reveal that they are seeking glory and they seem to have not processed the 
message about suffering and death. Their request does show that they acknowledge Jesus is the 
Messiah and he will inherit the kingdom of God. It is a nice blending of worship and discipleship with self-
interest. 
 
10:38 Jesus responds that they do not know what they are asking. They are quick to claim the benefits of 
God’s kingdom, and slow to understand its costs. 
 
Moreover, Jesus’ suffering and death are ordained by God.  
 
The cup and baptism will carry the connotation in the early church of martyrdom and death for both men. 
They need to accept suffering sand death because this is the way of Jesus. The Son of God suffered unto 
death, not that people might not suffer, but that their sufferings would be like His. 
 
10:40 Glory is for God to grant, not Jesus. The purpose of God cannot be thwarted, but neither can it be 
fully understood beforehand. The disciples are not to follow Jesus because they know ahead of time what 
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will happen. The righteousness of their way is determined by the fact it is the direction Jesus is leading 
them. 
 
10:41-42 What is leadership for Christians?  The world rewards dominance, authority and power.  
 
10:43-44 Jesus rejects this model. “Not so with you.” Thus to fail in being a servant is not simply to fall 
short of an ideal but to stand outside of the kingdom of God. At no place do the ethics of the kingdom 
class more directly with the world than on matters of power and service. There is no obvious precedent in 
Jewish, Roman or Greek literature. In a decisive reversal Jesus removes greatness from power, prestige 
and authority and bestows it on service, servanthood and being a slave. The preeminent virtue in the 
kingdom of God is service, and it grows out of Jesus’ teaching of loving one’s neighbor – service is love 
made tangible. 
 

10:45 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 
 

10:45 Jesus has demonstrated with his own life the values of service and self-sacrifice. This is why his 
teaching is authoritative. The sole function of a servant is to give and giving is the essence of God. 
 
10:45 is critical as a portrait of Jesus but also as a view inside his self-consciousness. It echoes Isaiah’s 
Servant of the Lord (53:10 and 53:11) whose “life is a guilt offering” and will “justify many… and bear their 
iniquities”. 
 
Ransom means atonement for Jews and Gentiles alike. Jesus exceeds Isaiah here and serves as an 
active instrument of YHWH. The mission of atoning work lies within himself, the Son of Man, who freely 
offers his own life as a ransom price for humanity. (Mark reflects Paul and anticipates John’s theology.) 

 
Rom 8:2-4 2 For the law of the Spirit[a] of life in Christ Jesus has set you[b] free from the law of 
sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin,[c] he condemned sin in 
the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according 
to the flesh but according to the Spirit.[d] 

Footnotes 
Romans 8:2 Or spirit 
Romans 8:2 Here the Greek word you is singular number; other ancient authorities read 
me or us 
Romans 8:3 Or and as a sin offering 
Romans 8:4 Or spirit 

 
John 10:11 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

 
Jesus is supremely aware that he is offering himself as a payment to God that no one else can make. The 
death of the Son of Man on behalf of the many is a sacrifice of obedience to God’s will, a full expression 
of his love and a full satisfaction of God’s justice. 
 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
Bartimaeus is sitting by the side of the road, a blind beggar. In the story he will go from the side of the 
road to on the way following Jesus, and from an outsider to an insider due to his faith. 
 
What Bartimaeus lacks in eyesight he makes up for with insight. Bartimaeus is told Jesus as Jesus of 
Nazareth is near and calls out using the term the Son of David. This means Bartimaeus views Jesus as 
the Messiah who can bring healing and wholeness. 
 
10:48-50 “What do you want me to do for you?” Same question put to James and John, but Bartimaeus 
replies he simply wants to be able to see. Just to be ordinary. Jesus views him more deeply and invites a 
conversation – humanizing the encounter. 
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His response “Rabbi I want to see” shows respect with the title Rabbi or teacher, and simply requests to 
be made fully human – to be able to see and be part of society.  Jesus’ reply “Go forth your faith has 
healed you” means he has been physically and spiritually healed. Bartimaeus then follows Jesus along 
the road. Jesus has transformed Bartimaeus from a blind beggar on the wide of the road to a disciple 
following Jesus. Faith that does not lead to discipleship is not saving faith. Whoever asks of Jesus must 
be willing to follow Jesus even on the uphill road to the cross. 
 
William L. Lane, The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament, The Gospel of Mark Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
Mark terminates the Galilean ministry with Chapter 9 and moves swiftly toward Jerusalem. Jesus has 
entered the region governed by Herod Antipas who had imprisoned and executed JohnBap for his 
criticism of his marriage to his bother’s wife. The Pharisee’s’ question about divorce is dangerous for 
Jesus for he is in the region governed by Herod Antipas. 
 
Deut 24:117 are the Mosaic instructions on divorce and the dispute is about meant by “something 
objectionable”, i.e. what constitutes grounds for divorce?  
 
10:3-4 In asking what Moses commanded Jesus is calling for a positive instruction (Gen 2:24) and his 
questioners answer within Deut 24:1 it is permitted provided a certificate of divorce is given the woman. 
Jesus views the Mosaic provision was made for the contingency of divorce, but it did not determine 
whether divorce was right or wrong. Its function was to provide a degree of protection for the woman. 
 
10:5-8 Jesus’ purpose is to make clear that the intention of Deut 24:1 was not to make divorce acceptable 
but to limit sinfulness and to control its consequences. Jesus points to the creation of marriage in Genesis 
1:27 and 2:24 which is that it is God’s intent that those joined in marriage will never be separated. 
 
10:9 Jesus’ final pronouncement grounds the sanctity of marriage in the authority of God himself.  Jesus 
is making an authoritative teaching, a veiled messianic proclamation of the Kingdom which is drawing 
near un the person of Jesus himself. Even the ordinances of the Law are not to be followed blindly, they 
have to be carefully considered in the light of the higher standard which the scripture exemplifies. Jesus’ 
pronouncement confirms the bold testimony of JohnBap and condemns Herod Antipas and Herodias. 
 
10:10-11 The new element in Jesus’ teaching is the idea of a husband committing adultery against his 
former wife. This elevated the status of women and the wife to the same level of dignity as the men and 
husbands. 
 
10:12 Jesus then closes the discussion that the woman once elevated must operate under the same 
moral rules – she can desert her husband, marry another and be guilty of adultery too. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
The disciples are again displaying behavior to interfere with people gaining access to Jesus. (9:38) They 
are also displaying a cultural view that children are unimportant (8:33; 9:33-37). 
 
The kingdom of God belongs to children and other dispossessed people because God has willed to give it 
to them. Children receive the Kingdom like a gift, in their objective humbleness and the grace of God, who 
wills to give the Kingdom to people with no claim to it. 
 
10:15 The demand that a man become like a child calls for the realization that we are helpless in our 
relationship to the Kingdom. The Kingdom is that which God gives, and humanity receives. 

 
17 Deut 24:1 24 Suppose a man enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him because he finds something 
objectionable about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house; she then 
leaves his house 
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10:16 Jesus displays genuine love for children, and his tenderness in taking them into his arms and 
blessing them through prayer and laying on of hands is a radical departure form how children are 
perceived and treated in 1st century CE Palestine. 
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
Mark appears to view 10:17-31 as a single unit expressing the essence of Jesus’ teaching concerning 
entrance into the Kingdom of God. 10:13-16 defines entrance as a gift from God bestowed upon those 
who acknowledge their helplessness in relation to the Kingdom. It precedes the third passion prediction 
which sharpens the demand to follow Jesus on the way to the cross. In 10:17-31 it is a call to self-denial 
(echoed from 8:34-38; 9:33-37) in 10:21. 
 
10:17 The designation of Jesus as “good teacher” is a very rare salutation in Jewish literature. It should 
be regarded as a sincere tribute. The question about how to inherit eternal life is seen in an 
eschatological context. The question’s form implies a level of piety achievement in the questioner. This 
stands in contrast to Jesus’ teaching that a person must receive the Kingdom of God as a gift from God in 
their helplessness. It appears that the man thought that there were conditions to be fulfilled that exceeded 
the Law. 
 
10:18-19 Jesus responds by pointing to God alone as the source and norm of essential goodness. The 
inquirers definition of goodness is based on human achievement. Jesus answer forces him to recognize 
that his only hope is utter reliance on God, who alone can bestow eternal life. 
 
10:20-21 The man’s answer to Jesus on upholding the laws suggests that behind a façade of security 
there was a heart that had list much of its security. Concerned with how own piety, the man may have lost 
his delight in God. As a result he has lost the approval of God. 
 
Jesus genuinely loves the man – but what the man lack is self-sacrificing devotion that characterizes true 
followers of Jesus. Keeping the commandments is no substitute for self-surrender to the absolute claim of 
God imposed through the call of the gospel. 
 
Self-surrender implies a renunciation of his own achievements and the reception of messianic forgiveness 
through which the man will be released to stand under the Law and to offer obedience of love.  Jesus 
calls for resolute sacrificed in order to do the will of God, something he himself has already done. 
 
The deepest answer lies not in the command to sell but in the call to follow Jesus. As with the disciples 
and his other followers, Jesus separates people from their normal historical existence in order to 
introduce them to a new quality of existence based upon fellowship with Jesus. He is making a radical 
demand for unconditional obedience – Jesus himself is the answer to the man’s original question. 
 
10:22 The man’s response to Jesus’ statement tells all – his face fell because he possessed great 
estates. His decision to turn away from Jesus reflects a greater love for his possessions than for life. 
 
10:23-25 Jesus’ statement on the difficulty of the rich entering the kingdom of heaven stands in contrast 
to the OT view that riches show the mark of God’s favor for someone.   
 
10:26-27 The disciple’s question is eschatological in nature, ““Then who can be saved?”, to which Jesus 
proclaims that the kingdom is beyond human possibility. Attempting to get in on accomplishment is futile. 
But it is possible through the sovereign action of God (Rom 8:7).  
 
10:31 Speaks to the reversal of order in the kingdom to come.  
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10:32-34 A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
Citation 8:31 9:31 10:32-34 Passion Narrative 
Text 31 Then he 

began to teach 
them that the Son 
of Man must 
undergo great 
suffering, and be 
rejected by the 
elders, the chief 
priests, and the 
scribes, and be 
killed, and after 
three days rise 
again. 

“The Son of Man 
is to be betrayed 
into human 
hands, and they 
will kill him, and 
three days after 
being killed, he 
will rise again.”  

“See, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of 
Man will be 
handed over to the 
chief priests and 
the scribes, and 
they will condemn 
him to death; then 
they will hand him 
over to the 
Gentiles; 34 they 
will mock him, and 
spit upon him, and 
flog him, and kill 
him; and after 
three days he will 
rise again.” 

 

Who Son of Man Son of Man Son of Man  
What: 
Suffering 

great suffering, 
and be rejected 
and be killed,  

Betrayed, be 
killed  

handed over and 
they will condemn 
him to death; then 
they will hand him 
over to the 
Gentiles; 34 they 
will mock him, and 
spit upon him, and 
flog him, and kill 
him; and  

Mocked, spit upon, 
scourged: 14:64, 
14:65, 15:15-20 
 
Executed: 15:20-
39, 44 

What: 
Resurrection 

and after three 
days rise again. 

three days after 
being killed, he 
will rise again.” 

after three days he 
will rise again.” 

16:1-8 

By Whom the elders, the 
chief priests, and 
the scribes, 

into human 
hands 

chief priests and 
the scribes, 
Gentiles 

15:1, 10 

Where   Jerusalem 14-16 
 
Now for the first time Jerusalem as where the passion will occur, and the role of the Gentiles is stated. 
Jesus’ disciples since Transfiguration are in growing terror.  
 
Scholars are divided over whether this is a post resurrection narrative, or Jesus understands the power 
structure and the fate of prophets to be able to calculate what his fate is likely to be. Jesus’ predictions 
may also relied on Psalm 22:6-8 and Isaiah 50:6. 
 

Psalm 22:6-8 But I am a worm, and not human; 
    scorned by others and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; 
    they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— 
    let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
 
Isaiah 50:6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
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I did not hide my face 
    from insult and spitting. 

 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
The second and third passion predictions are followed by the disciples presuming some preference, and 
Jesus’ instruction on humility and service. 
 
10:35-37 The two brothers assume in an eschatological sense that Jesus in the Lord/King who in 
Jerusalem will restore the fallen glory of the throne of David. 
 
10:38-39 Jesus gently rebukes them saying they do not know what they are asking. The cup and the 
baptism reflect the suffering and death that awaits Jesus. In Jesus’ case the cup and baptism signify that 
Jesus in his passion will be the voluntary sacrifice for the sins of men; when applied to the disciples in 
10:39 these images suggest their moral participation in Jesus’ passion. 
 
Sharing one’s cup is the same as sharing one’s fate. In the OT, the cup of wine is a common metaphor 
for the wrath of God’s judgement against human sin and rebellion. It recalls Isaiah 53:5: 
 

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 

 
Apparently, Jesus called his passion a baptism (Luke 12:50 “50 I have a baptism with which to be 
baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed!”) because he and the disciples were familiar 
with JohnBap’s rite of repentance, which he called “baptism” and set in an explicit context of God’s 
judgement on human sin. The images of the cup and baptism signify that Jesus’ bears the judgement 
merited by the sins of man (14:36, 15:34). The key to interpreting the parabolic language in 10:38 is 
Jesus’ messianic task. 
 
Jesus also refuses to exercise any arbitrary authority – to put any one on his right or left – his 
prerogatives are limited to his submission to the Father.(Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7) 
 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
Another apparently eye witness report is the possible source. 
 
Jericho is 5 miles from the Jordan River and 18 miles from Jerusalem. The old city was badly deteriorated 
in the 1st Century CE, but Herod had built a new city adjacent to his winter palace. And the presence of a 
blind beggar outside the city gates on the pilgrimage route to Jerusalem would be normal. 
 
The preservation of the beggar’s name is unusual in Mark. It is possible that Bartimaeus, the Son of 
Timal, was known to the later Christian movement. 
 
10:47-48 Bartimaeus calling out to Jesus, “Son of David, have mercy on me” must have been on the 
basis of what he had heard about Jesus and his expectation that Jesus could heal him.  

• “Have mercy on me” is a cry directed to God in the Psalter (Ps. 4:1; 6:2; 41:4; 41:10; 51:1; 
109:26; 123:3). 

• “Son of David” is more difficult to interpret. Mark only uses the term twice elsewhere (“Blessed is 
the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!” 11:9-10; and “How can the scribes say that the 
Messiah[e] is the son of David? 36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said to 
my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 37 David himself calls 
him Lord; so how can he be his son?”12:35-37), unlike Matthew and Luke. 

From the text there is no indication that Jesus rejected the title.  
 
Calling the beggar to him he asked him what he wanted to heighten the beggar’s sense of faith, and they 
healed him and released him without instructing him to tell no one.  
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From the interchange with Jesus there is no reason to conclude that Bartimaeus viewed Jesus as the 
Messiah, but rather as one from God who could heal him. 
 
Eugene E. Lemcio, Travels with St. Mark, GPS for the Journey Notes 
Christology and Discipleship in Chapters 8, 9, 10 

 Mark 31-38 Mark 9:30-37 Mark 10:32-45 
Christology Son of Man’s suffering, 

death and resurrection 
Son of Man’s suffering, 
death and resurrection 

Son of Man’s suffering, 
death and resurrection 

    
Discipleship Entry Community Community 
 Self-denial Reversal of Reversal of 
 Cross bearing • Power • Power 
 Reversing values • Status • Status 
   Service: freeing up to 

do the bidding or 
another 

 
Levine& Brettler Editors, The Jewish Annotated Bible Notes  
Jesus Dying as a Ransom 
10:45 expresses a great irony in Mark. James and John expect the Son of Man to come in glory, and 
Jesus expects him to come as a suffering servant and “to give his life as a ransom for many”. 
 
Isa 52-53 Suffering Servant underpins this pronouncement. But the ransom (Gk lytron) is unclear. 
Christian theologians have debated how this ransom works and what it accomplishes. There was no 
agreement about what “to give his life as a ransom for many” actual meaning in the Gospel setting in 
Mark. 
 
Theories included the idea that Jesus’ death pays off the “debt” of human sins either to Satan or God; or 
to avert divine retribution; or to be a sacrifice like at the Temple to cleanse the followers of Jesus from 
their sins. 
 
But who is being paid? Satan or God? It is not until the 11th century CE that the notion of a sacrifice for all 
human sins become dominant in the Catholic Church.  
 
Bruce J. Malina and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science 
Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
 
10:8 Jesus views the marriage as a blood relationship not a legal one – he “no longer two, but one flesh”, 
and therefore cannot be legally dissolved. Also since God “joins together” humans cannot dissolve. 
 
10:10 Divorce and remarriage is what is prohibited. Jesus is redefining 1st Century CE definition of 
adultery to be bilateral. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
Jesus is being asked to lay hands on the children of rural peasants to protect them from illness and 
curses. Jesus proclaims that God’s grace is available to the vulnerable who are ready to receive it. 
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
Only Mark, of the Gospels, has Jesus love the young man who has upheld the Torah. And Jesus puts two 
demands before the young man: sell what you own and follow me. The first represents breaking with the 
clan and family relationships and economic advantages and forsaking all to follow Jesus. 
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The assumption in the 1st Century CE was that the rich got there by taking from others. It was also 
assumed that the wealthy were blessed by God, beneficiaries of divine patronage. Jesus saying that the 
first will be last and the last first overturns the cultural and economic world that he lives in. 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
Jesus makes clear that only God can decide who sits on his right and left side. These are not honors for 
him to give. In 10:45 Jesus clearly fuses the Son of Man (Daniel) to the Suffering Servant (Isaiah). The 
ransom language implies that Jesus has very high status as he is a ransom for many. 
 
N.T. (Tom) Wright, Mark for Everyone Notes 
10:1-12 Teaching about Divorce 
Jesus detects that the question by the Pharisees is a trap. He is in Herod’s territory, and the divorce issue 
got JohnBap killed by Herod. Jesus’ question “What did Moses’s command?” takes you back before the 
Law and Deuteronomy to Genesis to discover the creator’s intent. Jesus is saying that God intends with 
marriage to create a new life – two people become one flesh.  
 
Hard heartedness is the inability to have one’s heart in tune with God’s intention and plan, and to thwart 
God’s longing that Israel should be a prototype of renewed humanity. The problem was not with the ideal, 
nor with the law, but with the people: Israel was just like everyone else. 
 
10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children 
 
10:17-31 The Rich Man 
Jews distinguished the Present Age from the Age to Come. The Present Age, their own time, was full of 
sin, injustice, lying and oppression. The Age to Come, which the Kingdom of God can also be used to 
name, is the time when God will rule the world. 
 
The young man is not asking for how to get to heaven. He wants to know how to enter the Age to Come, 
the kingdom of God. The disciples are shocked at Jesus’ answer about wealth and the kingdom of God. 
They regard wealth as a sign of God’s pleasure with a person. Early Christians came to believe that with 
Jesus’ death and resurrection the Age to Come had broken into the Present Age. This is very difficult for 
modern people to grasp. 
 
10:32-34 A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
Mark gives us three predictions, or pictures, of how the passion is going to unfold. He sows them in three 
successive chapters. They are to help us understand the passion-resurrection when it finally occurs in 
chapters 15-16. 
 
It is important to note that Jesus is not going to be surprised by what happens in Jerusalem. At least since 
his baptism, Jesus has heard the echo of Isaiah’s Suffering Servant (Isaiah 40-55): God’s anointed one 
will suffer and die for the sins of Israel and the world. 
 
What Mark is presenting is Jesus having thought through his death and resurrection.  Contemporaries in 
the 1st Century CE and today find it hard to fathom. But the idea has always been at the center of the 
Jesus movement. It always has represented a direct confrontation of political-religious power where God 
wins in the end. 
 
This full and major Markan statement about the meaning of the cross is first and foremost a political 
interpretation. It is more than about God forgiving our sins through Jesus’ death. It is also God’s way of 
putting the world and all of its human systems and human pride on notice as to who is king. 
 
10:35-45 The Request of James and John 
James and John do not understand Jesus or his teachings on the passion and the kingdom. They are 
seeking a march for glory in Jerusalem, worldly power, and status. Jesus is proposing to turn all of that on 
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its head. Ending by quoting Isaiah, “a ransom for many” Jesus is telling the disciples that the world’s 
ideas of power are about to be turned upside down. 
 
Jesus tells them they cannot drink from the cup or share in his baptism. He is going to take the full wrath 
of the society in Jerusalem. This they cannot share. He also cannot give them the privilege of being at his 
right and left side. That is for God to decide and grant. Following Jesus will mean denying yourself and 
taking up the cross. 
 
10:46-52 The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” same as in 10:36 with James and John. Bartimaeus 
responds that he wants a new life, eye sight will enable, and to follow Jesus. Imagine not being able to 
see and the first thing you see when your sight is restore is Jesus? 
 
Mark is quite clear: Bartimaeus is a model to emulate. He is already a person of faith. He recognizes 
Jesus as the Son of David; he believes that Jesus can help him; and he leaves his begging to follow 
Jesus on the way.  
 
10:52 “Go; your faith has made you well.” Is a key statement by Jesus that underlines Mark’s view of 
salvation –that it is tied to faith and understanding. 
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